Park expects

busy summer

With seven different
parks, three swimming pools,
several athletic fields, bask-
etball and tennis courts, along
with, a new spray park for
children, summer 2006 is
expected to be a busy one for
the town of Bethlehem rec-
reation department.

See story on Page 3.

P.I. with cat eyes

The New York State
Theater Institute is kicking
off its summer season with a
world premier musical, “The

Cat, the Sun and the Mirror.” -

This preduction for all ages
tells the tale of a spy cat who
must look within himself to
"' save a city of people searching
for the sun.

See story on Page 21.

s
Eagles triumph
The Bethlehem boys

tennis team wins first Section
11, Class A title since 2001. .

_ See photo on Page 34.
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BY JIM CUOZZO

ow would you like to

explore the unique

history of the Erie
Canal from Albany to Buffalo or
the Champlain Canal from Troy
north te Glens Falls? Several
experienced boat operators are
offering day- and week-long
excursions along the 338 miles
of what was formerly known as

Clinton’s Ditch. You can select

- from yachts to floating houses

with accommodations either on
the boat or at hotels during your
stops from Scotia to Seneca
Falls.

Sara Wiles, co-owner of Mid
Lakes Navigation of Skaneateles
in Onondaga County, has been
taking tourists from as far as

" Alaska and Hawaii along the
canal’s historic byways since
1968.

- School

Bethlehem School District

“My brother Peter is the
president, Dan, another brother,
is the Captain of Emita II, my
sister helps book the charters,
and I am the marketing director,”
said Wiles.

Emita ILis a 65-foot long, 22-

foot wide, 40-passenger vessel

that makes runs from Buffalo,
Syracuse, Albany and Troy each
summer. The three-day excursion
from Albany to Syracuse stops in
Amsterdam and Little Falls
before ending up on the west side
of Oneida Lake near Brewerton.

“This canal route and our
Champlain canal cruise, are the
most scenic with lovely country
and hills, in a really good area of
Revolutionary War history,”
Wiles said. Although the Wiles
family is quiie knowledgeable
about the history of the Erie
Canal, so are many of the tourists
who sign up for the journey.

“Some people are canal buffs
and know everything about the
history of the canal and that is fun
for them,” said Wiles. The Emita
II makes 20 departures on
average each summer, with a total
of 700 guests signing up for the
journey. About 15 percent of the
people who take the three-day
journey are repeat customers.

[R8 Wiles said the interest in the Erie

budget
rally begins

" By JIM CUOZZO
The reinforcements for a “yes”
vote in the Bethlehem School
District budget revote June 20
have arrived. The combined

first vote, and T know there is a
strong group of people who were
angry because they just didn’t
take the time to get out and vote
said Randles.’

PTAs are calling on the
community to to join-the
‘Bethlehem Families March’
for the school budget
Thursday, June 15, at 4:30
p.m. rain or shine. The rally
will begin at the Middle
School on Kenwood Avenue
and continue to the Four

“*

... 1 know there is a

strong group of people
who were angry because
they just didn’t take the
time to get out and vote.”

Angie Randles

Corners.

“We are really trying to get
the word out to vote YES' for the
school budget,” said Slingeriands
PTA copresident Angie Randles.

“I was really disheartened by the

Bethlehem’s proposed 2006-
2007-school budget went down to
defeat in May by 600 votes. It was
the first budget to go down to

F Rally Page 12

Canal is increasing.
“I'm not sure where it is all

[J Past Page 35

t high

A report of a bomb threat
received Tuesday May 30, at
Bethlehem Central High School
forced the temporary evacuation
of students.

Communications director for
the district Jessica Sheckton said
the bomb threat report came in
at 8:40 a.m. “School resource
officers and police then began the
investigation sweeping safe zone
including the gym and auditor-
ium,” Sheckton said. Once those
areas were deemed safe the
student population waited there
until the rest of the premises was
swept.

“There were no bombs, and no
explosive devices were found,”

Sheckton said. Students returned
to thelr classes around mldday

it

Hearing
outcome

Judge’s ruling due
regarding admissible
evidence in Porco case

- By JIM CUOZZO

Orange County Judge Jeffrey
Berry is expected to release his
ruling this week regarding what
evidence presented in the pre-trial
hearing on the Christopher Porco
murder trial will be allowed
during the trial. Porco is accused
of killing his father Peter Porco
and severely wounding his
mother Joan Porco inside their
former Brockley Drive, Delmar,
home on Nov. 15, 2004.

Prosecutors believe Chris-
topher Porco was not at the
University of Rochester the night
of the crime as he told authorities
from the Bethlehem police
department who questioned him
the night following the murder. -

Evidence submitted by Albany
County prosecutors in the case
against Christopher Porco
includes a six-and-a-half hour
videotape of Bethlehem detect-
ives interrogating Porco inside
the squad room of the station
house on Delaware Avenue the
night following the crime. Por-
tions of the videotape revealed in
pre-trial hearings show Porco.

O Qutcome Page 12

threat
school

They also were given a letter for
their parents about the incident
when they arrived home. School
officials continue to investigate
the incident. No arrests have
been reported.

A bomb threat at Bethlehem
Central Middle School was
reported May 24. In that incident,
schipol officials received a written
warning saying a bomb was found
in the school bathreom. No bomb
was found, however school
officials are aware of the
individual who perpetrated the
threat and disciplinary action is
under way in that case..

“The student has been identi-
fied and a superintendent’s

("] Threat Page 12

.
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Two Voorheesville residents
charged with growing pot

Albany County Sheriff’s
Department drug interdiction
unit have arrested two

Voorheesville males and

charged them with criminal
possession of marijuana, a
class D felony and unlawfully
growing cannabis without a
license,

Matthew Flint, 33, and
Daniel Bushey, 33, both of 7
West St., Voorheesville were
charged. Investigators acting
on several tips from neighbors,
went to the 7 West Street
residence and observed
marijuana growing in plain
view. Upon further
investigation, Investigators

A GREAT FIR

518.479.1400

A 2nd Ganeration Paving Company
Haated Power Paver

Frag Estimates

Futly Insured - Alf Guarantead

=

MasterCard/VISA accepted  mrenBer Better Busingss Buraau

discovered that there were 28
marijuana plants growing in
the back yard of the
residencé. Investigators
seized the plants, which
weighed in excess of sixteen
ounces. :

Both men were arraigned
in New Scotland Town Court
and sent into the Albany
Cunty Correctional Facility
on $10,000 bail.

Sherriff’'s officials state
that if concerned citizens

' observe any unusual activity

to call the Sheriff’s Drug Tip
Line at 233-7599.

IMPH ST.S"ION

Add some curb appeai to
your home with a flawlessly-paved,

high-quality asphalt driveway that's built to last

Contact us today for a free sstimate.

) LBROWE

ASPHALT SERVICES

Driveways & Parking Lots —

Reslidentlal & Commerclal
ww.broweasphalt.com

Police Blotter

* Timothy Gerrod Thomas,

39, of 170, Second Avenue,
_Albany was charged with

larceny and burglary by
Bethlehem Police. Thomas
was picked up at the Albany
County Correctional Facility
for the above charges, which
were committed at the
Delaware Avenue CVS.
Thomas was arraigned and
remanded to jail in lieu of
$20,000 cash/bond. He will
appear in court June 20 to

respond to the charges

* Jose Cabassa, 22, of 637
S. Pearl St., Albany was
stopped by Bethlehem Police
on May 27 for not wearing a
seat belt. A background check
discovered that Cabassa had
an active warrant against him
from New Haven, Conn., for
felony drugs. Cabassa is
currently at the Albany
County jail with no bail
awaiting a return date to New
Haven.

Recycle this paper

Greg Turner, Owner

Call us or stop by our agency.
Let us find you the est insurance

coverage at the best price.

Independent insurance agenti are REAL people

v/ We live and work right in your community.
v' We get involved and make a difference in the communiry.

v We're here to provide you with the personal service you deserve.

Why deal with an anonymous insurance outfit that can't offer
you what you'll get from 2 local independent’insurance agent?

yJ Ly
ANTHONY
AR ;s:oc =
FOR INSURANCE

439-9958

" 750 DELAWARE AVE., DELMAR

Damage to
Douglas Road
home ‘taused

‘Bethlehem Police arrest2 > hy fire

A fire inside a home at 49
Douglas Road in Delmar on
"May 31, caused heavy smoke
damage forcing the
occupants to temporarily find
new shelter. Delmar Fire
Chief Jim Kerr said the fire
started around 4:30 a.m. just
before smoke detectors in
the Douglas Road residence
went off. The two occupants
were able to get out of the
house but the garage and a
room above the garage
sustained heavy fire damage.
The test of the home
sustained only minor
damage. It is believed that
the fire started in the garage
area but investigators do not
have a cause. Fire officials do
not believe the blaze was
suspicious.

Correction

In a story regarding National
EMS week it was reported that
the combined Delmar and

Bethlehem EMS squadsreceive -
over 300 calls annually for -

medical assistance, They in fact
receive over 3000 calls annually
between the two volunteer
emergency service companies.

From seissors to slices, yow’ll find the best things at Delaware Plaza.

o At Delaware Plaza, ysﬁ ean treat yourself to the hotiest styles and the hottest pizza.
And don’t forget our 24~heur‘nannamé supermarket and more than 30 other shops & restauranis!

Delaware Pl@za

THE HEART OF IT ALL

A

A collection of shops & restaurants for your daily life « 180 Delaware Avenue ¢ Delmar, Néw York.
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Rec department prepares .

for busy summer season

By JIM CUOZZ0

With seven different parks,
three swimming pools, several
athletic fields, basketball and
tennis courts, along with a new
spray park for children, summer
2006 is expected to be a
busy one for the town of
Bethlehem recreation
department.

“The swimming pool
will be open June 10, and
our spray park should be
open in July,” said town
parks and recreation
Administrator  Nan
Lanahan.

The town spray park
is the most exciting and
costly venture. The spray
park which includes
water fountains, water
spinners and buckets
that spill water comes
with one section for
toddlers ages 2to 4 years
old and another section
for children ages 5 tol2.

“It's been quite a long :
process but a lot of fun, and it's
going to pay off,” Lanahan said.
The spray park was paid out of the
town’s capital reserves, however
extra safety features mandated by
the state forced the price tag to
balloon about $150,000 over the
estimated cost. A cryptospor-
idium outbreak at a spray park in
Western New York last summer
caused many people to come
down with cramps and other
stomach ailments. Lanahan said
because of the problem all spray
parks were forced to temporarily
shut down until the state found the
cause of the problem and put in
new safety requirements,

“The new sanitary codes for
spray grounds includes an ultra-

violet light that acts as a dis-
infectant,” Lanahan said. When
recycled water frem the fountains
flows back through the pipes the
ultra-violet light kills any bacteria
present, “This was the reason for
the added costs,” according to
Lanahan. There will also be

St

fencing around-the spray parks,
and it will be supervised by staff
when in operation.

Elm Avenue Park will also host
several special events including
family day on July 4, a late night
swim July 14 with Hair of the Dog
performing and “Dive-in” movie at
the pool day scheduled for July 21.

Jason Gallo, assistant admini-
strator is in charge of programs
and special events for the
department. Currently, Bethle-
hem’s recreation department has
10 fulltime staff with four part-
timers hired annually and another
125 youth who work in the sum-
mer.

“The town board has always
been supportive of our recreation

LY
fil}
A

i
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Alifeguard station at Elm Avenue Parkin Bethiehem.

programs including new projects
and keeping up with what we
currently have,” said Lanahan.
Other parks maintained by the
town include Selkirk Park, North
and South Bethlehem Park,
Henry Hudson Park and the
town’'s newest park at Maple

Ridge. June 10 will be a |

big day for Maple Ridge.
“A lot of volun-teers will

- park together in a day,”
said Lanahan, “There are
375 homes near the park
so it will serve a lot of
families there,” Lanahan
said.

Skateboarding has
cropped up again as an
issue to consider. A re-

The Spotlight addressed
the issue of kids skate-
boarding around the
Four Corners in Delmar
and up and down the
steps of a local church.
Some residents want to
see the town construct a
skateboard park.

“There have been some con-
cerns and ] understand that,” said
Lanahan, “but financially it is just
not a big enough priority to build
a skate park.” What the town

could use in the future according-

to Lanahan is a community center.
“That is my dream,” Lanahan said.
“A place where we have our own

gym, our own aerobics room and

a place that could benefit seniors
as well.” For information on the
many summer programs offered
by the town of Bethlehem Parks

and Recreation Department,,

contact 4394141 or visit the town's
Web site; www.townofbethle
hem.org ;

Heffernan named principal

Board of education selects‘
English supervisor for post
at Glenmont Elementary

'8y JIM CUOZZO

otgenzy

Laura Heffernan, Bethlehem
Central’'s elementary English
language arts supervisor, has
been named principal of
Glenmont Elementary School.
Heffernan was selected by the
board of education following an
interview process and will begin
her new duties July 1.

“I'm very honored to be
selected,” said Heffernan.
“Glenmont is a wonderful school,
and [ am looking forward to
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Laura Heflernan
working there.” The student
population at Glenmont is 430 in
grades one through five,

Heffernan believes her role
will be challenging but very
exciting. “As a principal you get
to develop relations with the
faculty, the students, the entire
staff,” said Heffernan. "Every-
body has already been very
supportive, all of the principals,
Dr. (Les) Loomis, Mr. Tebbano,
they have all been giving me
advice,” she said.

Heffernan was selected from
more than 100 people who applied
for the Glenmont job. Nine

candidates were interviewed
overall, and Superintendent Les
Loomis said Heffernan was the
clear choice.

“I'm confident that her teach-
ing and administrative experi-
ence, along with her commitment
to Bethlehem's children, are the
right match for Glenmont,” said
Loomis.

Heffernan lives in Niskayuna
and is the parent of two children,
ages 5 and 8.

“I've always loved working
with students on the elementary
level,” said Heffernan. “I look
forward to collaborating with the
parents, faculty and staff to
provide our children with the very
best education experience
possible,” Heffernan said.

Heffernan replaces Betty
Ahearn, who is leaving the district
at the end of the school year.
Ahearn has been principal at
Glenmont since 2003. Heffernan
has been teaching in the Bethle-
hem School District since 2000.
As for the current issue of the
school district budget being
defeated in May Heffernan said
“I am hopeful the new budget will
pass on June 20."
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Photographer Steve Lobel and Mark Joseph Kelly of Exposed Galiery of
Art Photography next to photos of burn victims Lobel shot for his exhibil
called “Recognition Beyond Burned, Portraits of Survival, Rebinth, and

Hope." The exhibit will continue through June 21.

Jim Cuozzo

Camera captures
images of survival

By JIM CUOZZO

Exposed Gallery of Art
Photography, 318 Delaware Ave.,
in Delmar is extending its exhibit
called “Recognition Beyond
Burned: Portraits of Survival,
Rebirth and Hope” through June
20,

“This is the first true public
exhibit of my work, and itis very
gratifying,” said Slingerlands
resident Steve Lobel, who has
spent the past 40 years experi-

gallery’s opening in May was at
the Station Night Club in Rhode
Island in February 2003. That was
the night the band Great White
was performing when the pyro-
technics used for dazzling effects
reached the walls of the club.
Moments later Kinan and several
like him were trapped inside a
wall of fire. Many of the portraits
show the survivers smiling and
proud; others are more intro-
spective,

“They are OK with themselves
and proud of themselves,
as well they should be,”

“This exhibit is about the art
of living, the permission to
start to look deeper and the
emotional healing for those

Lobel said. Kelly said the
exhibit is stirring up
emotions, and people are
coming from everywhere
to see this exhibit which
will be moved upstairs

who have been burned.” and stay on display
Steve Lobel through the 21
“This exhibit is about

menting with the art of photo-
graphy. After owning Cowan and
Lobel for many years, Lobel is
spending more time with his
photography and an experience
last summer in Baltimore at the
Phoenix Society’s World Burn
Congress has changed his life.

" “My lifelong ambition ig to do
what you see here and to do
something meaningful with my
photography,” Lobel said.

Lobel was fortunate to be able
to capture 50 burn survivors with
his camera lens, 32 of those
portraits that currently hang in
the Exposed Art Gallery run by
Mark Joseph Kelly, also a burn
SUrvivor.

“I was burned as a 10-vear-old
on my leg when a kerosene
heater exploded in a clubhouse,”
Kelly said. The story of each burn
survivor captured by Lobel in this
exhibit is similar. Autum Burton
was burned when an experiment
by her chemistry teacher using
petri dishes and methanol blew

. up. Joe Kinan, who attended the

the art of living, the
permission to start to look deeper
and the emotional healing for
those who have been burned,”
said Lobel.

QOver 400 people attended the

Gallery opening of Lobel's
exhibit. The exhibition will hit the
road this summer for stops in
‘Sacremento, Boston and Pitts-
burgh. An independent docu-
mentary film is also in production
dealing with the subject matter,
A book of the same title as the
exhibit is on sale at Exposed
Gallery of Art Photography.
Proceeds from the book will go
to support the Phoenix Society
for Burn Survivors founded in
1972 by Alan Breslau. Breslau's
portrait is also on display at the
gallery. Breslau was severely
burned in a 1963 airplane crash
in Rochester.

“What [ learned is that the
inner human spirit comes
through strong through the lens,”
Lobell said about his exhibit. “I
felt an incredible sense of
responsibility to get it right.”
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Barbecues are an eggsellent’ way to have fun

By ROBIN SHRAGER SUITOR

When I see deviled eggsata
party, I swoop in and. grab one.

[ try not to be greedy, but I will
go back for seconds once the

other. guests have had at least

one pass by the buffet table.

~ So when I decided to make
deviled eggs for 4 barbecue at
my house, I was worried that [
might lack the willpower to
refrain from eating several of
the appetizers before the
guests arrived. And I didn’t
want to invest the time and not
end up with enough to serve.

It had been many years since
I deviled an egg. It’s not as
. simple as you may think. And
it was way more time-
consuming than my regular
appetizer recipes, which
include steps such as “Open
bag, pour pretzels mto a bowl
and serve.’

With deviled eggs, you need
time for boiling, cooling, shell
peeling, lengthwise slicing,
yolk removal, yolk mashing,
yolk-mixture replacement and
paprika sprinkling.

To avoid complete exhaus-
tion, it’s a good idea to boil the
eggs the day before the party.
This allows for sufficient
chilling time for the eggs and a
good night’s rest for the cook
before the real dirty work
begins. As you spoon the
mayonnaise into the yolk, don’t
be surprised if yvou suddenly
realize that the “devil” in the
dish comes in the form of fat

Commentary:
Froin

Robin’s

Nest

and cholesterol.

It's simply more fun to eat
deviled eggs than to make
them.

Similarly, it's often more fun
to go to a party than to host
one, _

Still, I love to have people
over. I enjoy watching kids (and
adults) play in my yard. [ like
to socialize.

But sometimes I forget to
have fun at my own party.

Naturally, I blame my
husband for this. I blame him
and I also resent him because
he makes a point of enjoying
himself when we entertain.

It was his idea to host a
Memorial Weekend barbecue.
He mentioned this idea a good
two‘weeks before the holiday.

Oh sure, there he goes
planning on having fun again, I
thought to myself. Does he
remember that our daughter’s
dance recital is taking place the
Friday of that weekend? And
that she is also marching in the
parade on Monday? '

Jeff tells me he is thmkmg
Sunday would be a good day. I
was thinking the same thing,
because of our other

mornings.

; {HELP WANTED

MANAGER HELP S AVE OUR HONEY BEES. As beckeepers.
we are dedicated to helping our bees survive the ravages of the
Asiatic mites, and you can join our efforts. We need a F/T person
assist in all phases of work in our Schenectady honey house,
including scheduling and directing the work of others. We process
and package honey, pollen and beeswax candles and have a
significant business designing and selling labels. A successful
candidate will have prior experience managing a fast-paced
environment, multi-tasking, and a history of satisfying customers.
Must possess strong Word skills, a great sense of humor and
common sense. $15 an hour. Please fax your resume and cover letter
to 381-6370 or include your resume in an email fo
Lloyd@RossRounds.com. Alternatively, you can call 370- 4940

obligations. I credit his plck as
a lucky guess.

The day of the barbecue, I m
at the kitchen sink by 7:30 a. m.
peeling the hard-boiled eggs. 1
want to have those deviled
eggs arranged on a platter and
waiting in. the refrigerator. [
don’t want to spend the whole
morning running around and
tiring myself out. I want to be
prepared. _

My 9-year-old is on the
couch watching TV. My
husband is eating breakfast
and reading the newspaper.
. The party hasn’t started and
they're already relaxing!

Rachel announces that there
are no good shows on. I
suspect that she’s dying to put
on a video or DVD and float
into couch potato mode before

"most of the town has even

woken up.

I suggest that if she is bored
she should take a shower, get
dressed and eat breakfast. And
then do some dusting, I add
under my breath.

Two hours later I pass by
her bedroom and she’s still in
her pajamas. She’s sitting
beside the dresser spreading
stickers all over the floor.

My eyes grow wide as [
exclaim: “You just cleaned your
room yesterday, why are you
dumping stuff out of drawers
now? Please get into the
bathroom.”

I skulk off to my bedroom
and relay the sticker atrocity to
my husband. He suggests that
I shower first rather than argue
with our daughter. I realize this
is an excellent idea. I sing
meditative chants while
standing under the running
water. I decide I will go for a
walk.

- While I am drymg my hair,
Rachel knocks on the
bathroom door. I open the door
and see that she is dressed.

.First I just stare, thinking it's

odd that she’s decided to put on
a sweatshirt when the weather
is so warm. Then I register the
two ponytails. She’s not only
dressed, but she did something

" with her hair.

Why did you get dressed

WEEKLY WEATHER

when you need to take a
shower? I ask. I feel my nostrils
flaring. She looks at me blankly
and says, “I forgot about the
shower.”

She forgdt about the shower.
Sure, that's possible, because I
haven't mentioned it for the last
20 minutes. ‘

Firstit's the mess of stickers,
now the shower avoidance. It's
more than I can bear. I go into
parental tirade mode.

My husband tries to put an
end to the chaos.

“GET INTO THE SHOWER
NOW!” Jeff vells to Rachel, his
manly voice booming through

-the neighborhood. I slam the

front door shut and scream up
the stairs about not wanting the
neighbors to listen to us yell at
each other.

" Then I put on my sneakers,

grab my cell phone, and head -

out for my walk,

1 call my girlfriend, Donna, to
relay the agony of the morning.
AsIdescribe the events I realize
the ftrivial nature of my
complaints and I can't believe |
even got upset.

“So what you're telling me is
that your child was occupying
herself,” Donna says.

This was true. Rachel had not
been underfoot.

" “You're just stressed because
you've got company coming and

“she can sense that,” my friend

explains.

Somehow my stress causes
people to not want to shower. It
always comes back to heing my
fault.

“And she’s going to ‘be
running around in the sun
getting dirty and sweaty, so she
won't stay clean from a morning
shower too long anyway,” my
friend continues.

. What about the yelling that
the entire world could hear? I
ask my confidante. She replies,
“Just because your neighbors
are smart enough to keep their
windows and doors shut when
they yell doesn’t make them
better than you.”

Ilaugh at her wise words and
my mood is lightened.

It's a beautiful sunny day, the
deviled eggs are made, and I am

going to spend the afternoon
with friends. What's there to
worry about?

Several hours pass and the
guests arrive. One group of kids
starts a softball game, another
bunch busies themselves with
hide-and-go seek. The adults
are relaxing and chatting.

The barbecue is in full swing.
I go into -the house to get a
serving spoon for one of the
side dishes. _

“Some ketchup got on the
carpet,” says one of the children

‘who were indoors cooling off.

"~ “There’s no eating in the
family room,” I announce calmly
with the intent of warding off
additional spills. “But don’t
worry about it. Just go outside’
and I'll clean it up,” I say
merrily, arming myself with a
paper towel.

Apparently, one kid’s hot
dog, generously covered in

- ketchup, had broken free from

its roll and escaped into my
family room. Either that, or a
roll, generously covered in
ketchup, had escaped from the
hot dog. It’s also possible that
the only roll involved was the
method the hot dog used to
leave the plate,

“Some ketchup” turns out to
be one rather large red glob and
another smallish one, separated
by several inches. Knowing the
power of tomatoes, I pause
momentarily at the realization
that my carpet will likely bear a
permanent stain.

Meanwhile, my friend Ruth
sets to work doing damage
control with damp paper towels
and some baking soda. | have
little resclve and no- Resolve
(carpet cleaner) to handle the
task. Ruth is amazingly
dedicated to the sleanup even
though her kids weren’t
involved.

My husband is outside
minding the grill, oblivious to
the condiment incident. He is
still enjoying himself.

I join him on the deck, make
myself a plate of food and
actually sit down to enjoy the
company of friends and family!

Then the day, like the platter
of deviled eggs, is gone in a
flash.
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Gounty plans gas tax cap; some doubt actual sa vings

By GRAHAM S. PARKER

County legislators are looking
to piggyback on a state sales tax
cap on gasoline by the July 4
weekend.

On June 1, an 8 cents per gallon
state sales tax cap went into effect.
With it, state legislators approved
a measure to allow local gov-
ernments to follow suit.

Albany County legislators held:
a public hearing on Tuesday to:
gauge public comment on &
proposed county sales tax cap of 8

cents per gallon, identical to the_f

state cap.

The move is to keep gas tax rev-
enues in check, said Majority,

Leader Frank J. Commisso.

“In fairness to the residents of

Albany County, when we did our:

budget, it (the tax) was prepared:

at 32 per gallon. We came up with’

a number, but after seeing a 33
percentincrease (in gas prices), it's
(that number) not the right thing
to do to taxpayers,” he said.

Both state and county leaders
have estimated that the cap will
drop prices at the pump by 4 cents
per gallon. .

However, the New York Asso-
ciation of Convenience Stores

(NYACS) has placed the savings

more in the 2.5 to 3-cent range,

State and local sales tax on gas
is set at 4 four percent of the price
per gallon. The state’s cap limits
the tax to & cents per gallon cnce
prices reach $2 per gallon.

What state and county leaders
have done to ease prices at the
pump is move the tax rate away
from a percentage per gallon rate
to a fixed rate, said NYACAS
president James Calvin. The move
passes saving down to consumers
and keeps the state and counties
from reaping large windfall profits

as gas prices climb.

Supporters of the gas cap
theorized that under the current 4
percent rate, consumers were
paying 12 cents in state sales tax
on a $3 gallon of gas. The idea
being that if the tax is capped at 8
cents, it would save consumers 4
cents, he said.

“It was an crroncous assump-
tion,” said Calvin. “The assumption
that you were paying 12 cents is
not true, it is more like 10.8 cents
per gallon,”

Calvin plotted the course of
state and local taxes as the track
from a wholesaler's purchase at the
Port of Albany that is in turn sold
to retailers and then consumers.
The formula i5 much more

complex than it needs to be, said

Calvin.

Retailers of gasoline do not
apply the 4 percent tax rate to the

selling price of a gallen of gas.
Instead, they apply the tax only
after various state and local taxes
have been prepaid by wholesalers.
In the case of a $3 gallon of gas,
the retailer, would be applying a 4
percenttax rate to $2.70 per gallon.
If the tax were capped at 8 cents,
the savings comes back at 2.8
cents, not 4, said Calvin.

~ Calvin praised state and county
officials’ efforts to stabilize prices
for consumers. But, he warned of
other factors that impact retail
prices, such as gas prices retailers
pay to wholesalers, which have
been fluctuating in recent weeks,
he said. These increases could
wipe out the savings to consumers
through the tax cap.

On Tuesday, May 30 — two
days before the state’s cap went
into effect — those prices in-
creased by 4.1 cents, according to

The Storm King School

WHERE LEARNING IS SERIOUS FUN!

C'ome Be a

Student for a Day
and see 1 Storm King

www.sks.org

Is ¥Ight for you

For more information coniact: The Office of Admissions

The Storm King School

314 Mountain Road ® Cornmwall on Hudson, NY 12520
(845) 534-7892 or (800) 225-9144
admissions‘@sks.org

Is this your idea of air condltlonmg?

Let Crisafulli Bros. cool you down,
with a precision tune-up or a new
air conditioning system!

UTILITY RESEARCH CONFIRMS IT,
AIR CONDITIONING TUNE-UPS ARE FREE.

A major university, working with a large public utility, found that a
precision tune-up of residential air conditioners may save as much as
$32.76 a month in utilities and restores 25% of lost cooling
capacity. Even if your air conditioner was tuned-up last year, it
still needs a tune-up this year. When the researchers repeated
the study on the same homes a year later, they found 78% of
the savings were still present. Not a bad return on *$109.95.

Is your air conditioning as efficient as it could be?

Crisafulli Bros.

Plumbing and Heating Contractors, Inc.
520 Livingston Avenue, Albany, NY 12206

Call us at: 449'1782

373-4181
584-8221

Albany County Comptroller
Michael E Conners IL

If that does happen, the county
can.drop the tax cap at any time and
readjust the tax to decreases and
increases in fuel costs, said
Commisso, The county is putting
$4 million in tax revenue on the line
to ease costs at the pump. The
county tax is split 60 percent to the
county and 40 percent to local
municipalities.

Savings is savings, according to
Conners, but leaders are not
looking in the right place to see real
results,

“I's-an emotional issue and this
is one of those feel-good mea-

sures,” he said. “You have to nip it
at the trading end of the line and
look at the wholesale prices.”

Conners suggested that the
state empower the Consumer
Affairs Department to track the
wholesale prices and dealer de-
livered prices versus the price at
the pump,

Although the math may be
fuzzy — which is the product of a
complicated and intricate taxing
system — the bottom line is that
the county is releasing its hold on
more than $4.5 million in tax
revenue in addition to the state’s
$450 million in gas tax revenue and
that is saving taxpayers money.

Ro and Ann are The Perfect Fit for Your Move.
Don't hesitate! Contact them today to arrange @
a complimentary consultation.

Mosmen & Manning deliver
twice the resources, twice the sawy and
twice the energy to their clients.

Visit www.MosmenManning.com
for 29 Essential
Homeselling Tips!

518.448.1111 }
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or visit your local investment representative today.
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8G2-9755
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Sta y safe this summer

You aIways know it's the growing season in the

Northeast as there are lawnmowers humming through-

out the neighborhood at all times of day. Add to that

“hedge clippers, edgers and any number of motorized
gadgets all purring away in your back yard. Since June
is National Safety Month, it’s a good time to bone up
on how to avoid accidents.

And since many of the operators of these gadgets
and gizmos are our kids, mostly trying to earn a few
bucks, it's a perfect
time to remind kids of
dos and don’ts of work-
ing outdoors.

The National Medl-
cal Safety Societies have a few rules we can review
with our kids.

Kids under age 12 should not be allowed to use a
power mower and kids under 16 should never use a
ride-on. _ '

Sturdy shoes, not sandals, should be worn when
mowing.

Mowers should be- started and refueled outdoors,
not in the garage. Make sure the motor is off when
refueling. Keep pets inside or in an enclosed area.

By PETER CRUMMEY

The writer is @ Colonie town
justice and a practicing
attorney.

have to be an attorney in
. order to serve on the
Supreme Court of the United
States? ,

That is what [ was told
recently by a Supreme Court
tour guide during our family’s
annual pilgrimage to
Washington, D.C.

The tour guide went on to
note - that the only
. requirements to serve on the
Supreme Court are that one
be nominated by the president

iditorial

The tour guide suggested that
~ those requirements alone
© ensure proper qualification
¢ for service as a Supreme
Court justice,

Qur family trip to

You know that one does not-

and confirmed by the Senate.-

Point of View

Nonetheless, I am
empowered during each of our
visits to our nation’s Capitol.

This year, in addition to the
Supreme Court, we visited
Arlington National Cemetery
and the home of George
Washington Custis, whose
daughter married General
Rohert E. Lee. We also visited
the National Zoo. We always
go to the zoo. The children

love the hippopotamus. Why -

does it open its mouth so
unnecessarily wide? Maybhé it
is so the zookeeper can spray
that hose into its mouth,
Visiting Arlington National
Cemetery for our first time
‘wWas a very moving
experience., My aunt's fiancée,

Father “nose’ best in natlon S camtal

Crummey

as well. Did you know the
Supreme Court did not have
its own Court House until
192357 Prior to that, the Court
corvened, when necessary, in
the Cepitol. An oversized

statue of a seated

« Washington, D.C. is
- always memorable,
How will we ever
- forget the action
- inside the minivan
: during the 6-plus
hour trip?

, Movies help, but
! seven people inside
the minivan get
restless from time

Small children should be kept a safe dlstance from
the work area.

With less than a month of school before vacation,
it’s also the perfect time to discuss bike safety rules
with kids. First and foremost, kids should wear safety
helmets. Helmets, can help to prevent serious head
injury.

Bicyclists should ride with the flow of traffic and
use hand signals when making turns, Many communi-
.. ties offer bike safety courses during the spring to
. reinforce the importance of following the rules.

The tour guide went on to note that
the only requirements to serve on
the Supreme Court are that one be
nominated by the president and
confirmed by the Senate. The tour
guide suggested that those
requirements alone ensure proper
gualification for service as a
Supreme Court justice.

former Chief Justice
John Marshall has
been moved from
the Capitol lawn to
the basement floor

of the Supreme
Court  building.
Chief Justice
Marshall, who

served from 1801-
1835, is credited
with clarifying and
fortifying the power
of the Supreme
Court in his
decision of Marbury
v. Madison, 1

purchased some
'Kids riding together should ride single file. Bikes, || movies before we
like motorized mowers and tools, should also have a left. One of the
safety overhaul before taking them out on'the road or movies, Jerry
the lawn. . McGuire, stars Tom
) ) Cruise, You

Adult and teenage drivers needs to exercise . remember, “Show me the

greater vigilance on the roadways since more
younger kids will be taking advantage of the nice
weather.

Many suburban streets do not have sidewalks,
and smaller kids may be used to playing on the road
shoulder. It is extremely important to not speed in
these neighborhoods. It only takes a split second to
have an accident, but it can take a whole lifetime to
live with the consequences of one.

Let’s get in the habit of making safety a priority.
Have a safe and happy summer.

money.” Anyway, the video
store cashier assured her
these movies were
appropriate for our group.
During the Cruise video, I
realized a scene did not sound
- appropriate to me. I almost
- drove the van into the median
of the Delaware Turnpike.
The passengers had a great
. time laughing and marveling
at what they might have seen
in the split second before Dad
terminated that video.
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‘the

who died in a flight-training
mission in California during
World War II, is buried there.
My aunt never married. Many
well known people have their
final resting place there also.

We paid our respects at the
burial site of President John F.
Kennedy and his family,
Nearby, we visited the area set
aside for New York’s U.S. Sen.
Robert Kennedy. My, 12-year-
old daughter and I briefly
stood behind a father and son,
as we all paid our respects to
Senator Kennedy, The father
told his son that Senator
Kennedy died in a car crash
five years after his brother,
president, was
assassinated. Who has ever
seen Jay Leno's sidewalk civic
lesson interviews on “The
Tonight Show?” All of us could
learn more about the history
of our great nation.
Institutional knowledge often
is a great educator for future
generations,

"Our evening visits to the

“‘lighted Jefferson and Lincoln
-memorials were powerful. I

love the Jefferson quotes
chiseled into the walls of his
memorial. His observations,
regarding the need for
flexibility in institutions and’
laws, are timeless.

Our visit to the Supreme
Court taught me other facts,

Cranch 137, 5 US
137, 2L.Ed.60 (1803). The
history behind this landmark
decision has been addressed
by many authors more
decorated than this writer, but
the tear guide told us that
politics play no role in the
workings of the Supreme
Court.

YWhile we took photographs
of ourselves around Chief
~usticz Marshall, the woman
at che nearby information
desk engaged wus in
corversation. She remarked
adcutcur family resemblance
wherein [ responded, “Thank
God tha children all look like
their mother.” The waman
agreed and stated that while
my eyes were OK, my nose
was larger than she thought
it should be. My children
roared with laughter and have
quoted her ever since. I
sheepishly walked away from
the Chief Justice’s statue
cnecking ouf his nose. I guess
because justice is blind,
judges require an enhanced
probos:is.

[ always learn something
on our family trip to our
nat:on’s Capitol. This time, I
learnec, among other things,
thai wkile one does not need
to be an attorney to be a
justice, it may be important -
for a justice to possess a keen
sense cf smell,
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Take a trek through some of the area’s hest gardens

Editor, The Spotlight:

Last June my husband and 1
had the honor and pleasure of
hosting one of Bethlehem Garden
Club’s display gardens.

It was a rewarding experience
both for us and for the hundreds
of folks who walked through our
and the four other gardens on the
tour. We all, amateur and expert
alike, learned gardening tips from
each other: what grows well hére
(and what doesn’t), all about
shade gardens, wild flower
gardens, garden ponds and
waterfalls, and so forth. :

Once again this year on June
14, the Bethlehem Garden Club
is hosting another garden tour.
Everyone is welcome to
participate in the tour. Tickets for
the tour will be on sale the day of
the event from 4 to 8 p.m. at the
Price Chopper parking lots in

Slingerlands and Glenmont for
$12. The tour itself can be taken
from ejther location, and maps
with driving instructions and
garden descriptions will be
provided.

This year, the gardens featured
will be in Glenmont, Delmar and
Slingeriands.

I you decide to participate, and
I hope you do, here are some
helpful hints to increase your
touring pleasure;

Wear clothing appropriate to
the weather, Shoes should be
appropriate to lawn and garden
trekking.

Bring a camera and notebook,
but ask permission to take photos.

It’s fine to ask questions of the

- hosts or garden club docents, but

do not take cuttings, seed heads,
fruits or berries.

FREE 167 pg Color Catalog & DVD

100% Chemical Free
Over 100 sets for Iarge
& small yards

CLIFTON PARK, NY,,
S§t. John's Plaza, 1683 Rt. 9

{518) 373-9678

Register o coach or sign up your child. -
Wednesday, June 7, 2006, Bethlehem Town Halt
7pm-9 pm

Saturday, June 10, 2006, Elm Ave Park Pool Warming Area
8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Or.

Thursday, June 15, 2006, Bethlehem Town Hall,
7 pom. - 9 p.me..

Children estdmg within the Town of Bethlehem or within the Bethlehem
School District may participate at the appropriate age level. To be
eligible, children must have been born prior to December 1, 2002

* For more info, please visit our website www.bsc-online.org
E-mail your questions to cleansheet_bsc@msn.com

Note sun gardens, shade gar-

dens, how the garden fits in with
the house, landscape and neigh-
borhood, color schemes, etc.

In addition to participating in

the tour, you may also be
interested in the plant sale, which

“will be held in conjunction with

- the tour. The plant sale is open to
all and will be held at an area
adjacent to one- of the gardens.
Iced tea and lemonade will also
be provided for tour guests.

All proceeds from the garden

tour are returned to the
community in the form of the
various gardens sponsored and
maintained by the Bethlehem
Garden Club. These gardens are

drivemars

seen on Route 32 on Delaware

Library, on Cherry and Kenwood
avenues and in Ravena. Check

out the newest garden at town
hall.

Come join us for the tour. You
Avenue, at the Bethlehem Public won’t be dlsappomted

Barbara akd Bill Zautner

Glenmont

*NOTICE*

WATER CONSERVATION

TOWN OF BETHLEHEM
WATER DISTRICT NO.1

The use of water for sprinkling of lawns and shrubs
shall be allowed only before 10 a.m. and after 6 p.m.
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Dmclals from Ravena- Cueymans-Selk:rk schools holda mock DWI crash
for students in front of the high schoo! on Route 9W in Ravena.

- BY JIM CUOZZO

Prom nights for most high
school students can be one of the
best moments of their young adult
lives. Unfortunately, when alethal
combination of alcohol and driving

-enters the picture, the night can
turn ugly, even deadly.

That is why Ravena-Coeymans-
Selkirk school sponsored a mock
DWI crash in front of the high
school on Route 9W the
Wednesday before prom night.
The event is designed to provide
students with a “real life” look at

, the consequences of bad decision-
Jim Guezzo  making before their prom night

Soxt Orange Gardon Clul

invites you to

GARDEN FATHS

A sc’l:-suidc.dclg;jrden tour Fcaf:uring
six beautiful and diverse botanical settings
located in Loudomwille aad A]bany

Thursc!ag, June 15, 2006
1:00 am to 7:00 pm

1012 State Street,
Schenectady

“The object with young people is
thatthey need to see the visual,” said
Lenny Crouch, senior investigator
with the Albany County Sheriff’s
Department. “It’s like reality TV, you
can tell them a thousand times but
they have to see it for themselves.”

The DWI simulation is
complete with a wrecked car, fire
department trucks, personnel and
paramedics all the way down to a
mock Town Court setting similar
to one a person would see if
arrested after a DWT crash.

During last week’s re-enactment,
RCS High School Senior Anna
Brooks played the part of a high
school student on prom night, all

" decked out in a blue prom dress,

Tough Traveler ©

50% Sale

IT_e_I: 393-0168

Mock DWI crash teaches ‘real life’ lessons

enjoying her evening out when she
takes the wheel with her date in the
passenger seat only to end up in an
accident because of alcohol. .

“We see car crashes like this at
least six times a year,” said Town
of Ravena Justice Virginia Person,

“Unfortunately, DWI
accidents still happen every
weekend,” said Crouch,

Students asked what the
ramifications are when a person is
arrested for-driving drunk.

“We don't care if you're young,
your middle age or you're a
senior,” said Town Justice George
Dardani. “If you drive with more
than .08 percent blood alcohol

content, we are going to take your

license from you.” Dardani said.

Brooks said she planned on
attending her prom, and definitely
wouldn’t drink and drive.

Crouch said this is the 10th
Mock DWI the Albany County
Sheriffs Department has
conducted this season.

Ravena-Coeymans police
along with local fire and rescue
squads were present at the drill.

Tickets
Tour: $20 in advance/$25 c‘:ag of event
Tour & Boxed Lunch: $34 (advance Purcl-:asc anly)

All bcl:ctstobc lclccclu-

on c35 of evcnl: at:

Reservations:
(mail check ta)

Fort Orange Garden Club PRUYN BARN
4 Chestnut Hill South 207:0Md Niskaﬂuna Rd.,
Loudonville, Ny 12211 Latham, Nv 1221

More Information:
436. 7837 or foge@nycap.rr.com
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Garden club to host 10th four St. Thomas students go the distance

On Wednesday, June 14, you

can visit six gardens as part of the -

Bethlehem Garden Club’s tour
and plant sale.

This is the 10th year for the

tour, and, as always, the locations -

of the gardens won't be revealed
until the day of the tour, which is
Wednesday, June 14,

The tour takes place between

4 and 8 p.m., rain or shine. Tickets
are $12 per person and can be

purchased in the Price Chopper
plazas in Slingerlands and
Glenmont. Look for balloons,

All proceeds are returned in
the form of establishing and
maintaining community gardens.
The club also provides a $1,000

_grant each year to a grade school

teacher in the Bethlehem or
Ravena-Coeymans-Selkirk school
district.

For information, call 489-0053.

VFW Post to hold

annual steak roast

Bethlehem VFW Post 3185,
Men’s Auxilary, presents its 3rd
Annual Steak Roast June 10 at
Picards Grove. The cost is $40 per
person for steak or chicken,
games and prizes. For tickets, caIl
439-9836.

‘Perfect Blend Café
to showcase local art

There will be an art show at
the Perfect Blend Café, 376
Delaware Ave. (at the Four
Corners) through June 30. Artist
Heidi Weinman will have oil
paintings featuring fish and
mermaids for sale.

i&’

CREATIVE

-

ere your dream kitchen
becomes reality...’

Kmf CHENS

Visit our besutlul showroom located in Glenmont Plaza, corner of Rie. 9W & Feura Bush Rd.

432-1320 * www.creativekitchensofglenmont.com

@}
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'NORTHEAST MARINE GROUP LTD.

Serving New York, Vermont, Western Massachusetts & Parts of Canada

The faculty and student body
of St. Thomas the Apostle
School in Delmar has come to
the aid of an employee.and a
friend in need,

School cleaner -Joseph
Marro was diagnosed with
cancer last'fall. After a few
weeks of brainstorming and
looking for the best way for
everyone in the school to get
involved, three major
fundraising events were held,
and to date have raised over
$14,500 to defray the cost of
Marro's medical treatment.

“We are a 'community who

does as much as possible for

Got news?
Call Spotlight at 439-4949
or e-mail
spotnews@nycap. rr.com

at @ .
EYMANS LANDING MARINA

in Water & on Land

June 15,16,17& 18

Thursday thru Sunday

* Special Boat Show * 5,000 Fuel Allowance
- on New Mainship Trawlers

Prices
* On-the-Spot
Financing

* Clean Trade-Ins
Welcome

HOURS: 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Thursday & Friday
& 10a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday & Sunday

FAGCTORY AUTHORIZED DEALERS for

inshis

ik 4

TRAWLERS |

World’s Largest Manufacturer
of Recreational Trawlers
30-43 Ft.

NGER TLGS

Quality Craftsmanshlp Since 1958
Tug Boats — Cute, Versatile & Fuel Efficient

MID-STATE BRANCH

3 LOCATIONS FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE

-people in need,” said St. Thomas
the Apostle school Principal
Thomas Kane.

The three events held
included a “caring for coins”
bucket that was placed in the
front of the school. Students and
faculty dropped change in the
bucket as they came and went
to and from class each day.
“Caring for coins” raised $2,000.

Boy Scouts held a car wash
fundraiser in the spring, which
brought in another $2,500. The
main fundraising event was held
last week. “Miles for Marro,” a
walk-a-thon raising $10,000 with
the entire . 249 student

population consisting of pre- .
school and grade K-8 involved. .

“It was a true community
effort and it shows a lot about
who we are here at the school,”
said Kane. Marro has been
employed with the school for
the past four years, and even
though he is undergoing
treatments for his illness, he
still finds the time to stop by
every month, said Kane.

“The children are also
helping to keep the school
clean in Mr. Marro’s absence by
picking up after themselves and
keeping items orderly,” said
Kane.

Ohav Sholom Senior

Citizen Apartments

= Scenic park-like setting

» Weekly social activities
n Private, on-site parking

One Bedroom and Studio Apartments
Available for Immediate Occupancy
. 115 New Krumkill Road
Albany, New York 12208
= Rents starting at $372, Including heat/hot water/electric

= City bus transportation at door

= Beautician and store on premises

E-Mail: info@QhavSholomApts.org
Web: www.QhavSholomApts.org

@ Equat Housing Opportunity

489-5531

- —rr
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NEW BOATS « PRE-OWNED BOATS « DEALER DEMOS < BlG BOATS
SMALLER BOATS = BROKERAGE BOATS
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- HEADQUARTERS

SALES OFFICE

BARRETT MARINA, INC.

485 West River Road
Waterloo, NY 13165
Dick Wood, Yacht Broker
Phone/Fax 315-252-0850
Cell 315-730-8797
Marina 315-789-6605

Visit us online at coeymanslanding com or call (518) 756—611 for info.

COEYMANS LANDING MARINA

20 Marina Drive, PO. Box 769
* Coeymans, NY 12045
Office 518-756-6111
Fax 518-756-7707

email: captnc7@aol.com
Carl and Hedy Allen, Qumers

NOKTHEAST MARINE GROUPLTD.

Donald Abrams, Sales Manager

PEIELSS

366 Quaker Road
Queensbury, NY

)

X =

Phone 518-793-3203
Cell 518-858-6570
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V'Ville residents will have to clean up or pay up

Village adopts law requiring
residents to remove snow

By ART STEIN

It may be spring, but the
Voorheesville village board is already
looking ahead to winter. At its May
23 meeting, the board held a public
hearing regarding the amendment
and supplementation of a 1958

ordinance concerning snow and ice
removal from sidewalks that are
adjacent to property owners in the
village. The amended law requires
that property owners be responsible
for maintaining clean sidewalks on
their property. In addition to snowand
ice removal, Local Law No. 2 of 2006
requires that the owner and

“occupants shall keep the sidewalk

area in good and safe repair and free

Diamonds are forever;
but not our anniversary sale.

S AVE 1'()_5;60/0
on ALL Jewelry

Celebmtmg our
16th year in Delmar

Enter to win a Diamond Tennis Bracelet.

07@// 9

ewelers ™

MAIN SQUARE

' SHOPPES
318 Delaware Ave.,
Delmar

439-9993%

a N 5 d
MLICENSEDXSSUCIATE OkE

CCooley@RealtyUSA.com

CathyCooley.realtor.com

765-2629
5 Maple Rd. (Rt. 85A), Voorheesville
OPEN: Sun.-Sat., 7am-9pm

1 Village
Medicine Shop
Pharmacy
Ready to Serve Your
Health CGare Needs...

OPEN: Mon.-Fri. 9am-7pm;
Sat., 9am-5pm; Sun., 10am-2pm

765-4399
Fax 765-3846

r—————————-——_——-“"-1

| 10% OFF ANY ORDER !

| of $30°° or More’ uichots

*Excludes, Lotto, Beer & Tobacco Purchases
PLU #90 » Goupon Good Through Sat., 6/10/06

Enjoy your favorite flavor of Ice Cream,

~ lce Cream Cups, Shakes & Razzles
Available everyday at our
Village Coffee Bar & Cafe

g MaRkE

FREE HOT DOGS with all the fixins
Saturdays 11-2 = A little thank you from us to you.

* Pid you

know we cater? ...
NICHOLS’ CATERING
Grand job at an amazingly affordable rate. Sit back & enjoy your party this
summer. Full service catering for all size gatherings. Call 765-8317.
.. SERVICE... asgood asitgets. - '~ > <
We accept all major credit cards. NYS Lottery, Gift Certificates, ATM, Money Orders,
Postage Stamps, Photo Copying, Fax Service, UPS Service, Utility Paymants,
Free Knife Sharpemng Shoe Repair, Dry Cleaning, Film Developing, Coins Ior Cash,
Gift Baskets, Flower Deliveiy by Teleflora.:- ’

Ve uge

We are a community marketplace specializing in doing the usual
unusually well. Make a special request and most likely, that product
will be here by the next time you shop. We want our market

to be everything you need in a friendly shopping environment.

Visit our website and see all our weekly specials at:
wwwnnicholsmarket.com .

from defects, weeds, litter, garbage
and obstructions of any kind.
Owners and occupants are also
responsible for trimming hedgesand
shrubbery so as to not obstruct the
free use of the public right-of-way.
Thelaw requn‘&s thatwithin 12 hours
of any snow or ice precipitation, the
property owner oroccupant remove
the snow and ice and keep it free
from additional accurnulation. The
[aw further states that the village shall
not be held liable for the failure of
any property owner to adhere to the
revised regulations.

Should property owners not
comply with the laws, the village can
remove the snow, ice or debris, and
add that resident’s cost to his or her
next village tax bill. Any violdtion of
the law may also be liable to-a penalty
in an amount not to exceed $100.

The board is also in the process —

of conforming to United States

"Environmental Protection Agency
and state Department of

Environmental Conservation Storm

Water Phase II requirements by
implementing a new storm water
management program. The purpose
ofthe programistorevise regulations
and establish guidelines that will
clean up and protect the streams,
rivers, ponds and lakes of New York.
The program will include the passage
of new local laws that will prevent
certain improper discharges to the
village’s storm water system as well
as control runoff from construction
sites.

“We will conduct outreach and
education programs to help the
residents of our community comply
with the regulations,” said
Superintendent of Public Works Will
Smith. .

The board also reported that the
water interconnect with the town of

STOP SMOKING
INSTANTLY

Free Sample
Call For Appointment .
Price *98% To Be An Ex-Smoker
. No Withdrawal
Fresh Start 518-243-9582

Weston

George Weston Bakeries Inc.

WANT TO MAKE SOME DOUGH?
BAKE SHOP HELPERS WANTED

Must be available on weekends, nights and holidays.

The successful candidate will have a high school
diploma or GED equivalency. Experience ina
- manufacturing environment is helpful.
Applications will be taken at:
1 Prospect Road
Albany, NY 12206
Wednesday, June 7 thru Monday, June 12
9am-3pm, weekdays

Or Fax resume to: 518-438-7721 Attn: HR

Minorities and Females encouraged to apply. AA/EOE

C\S’.
&

1

WEDNESDAY

JUNE 14
4:00-8:00PM

Wednesday, June 14

&T '~ Tickets $12.00 on sale 4:00-6:30-PM
¥ . Slingerlands Price Chopper Plaza

(South end of parking lot)

~ . Glenmont Price Chopper

(Parkmg lot)

.o

’Proceeds support local beautzftcatton projects
of the Bethlehem Garden Club

o™

Guilderland is expected to be
completed this surmmer.

“The interconnectrepresentsthe
final phase of the village's water
system project and will provide an
alternate supply of water in the event
of an emergency,” said Mayor
Robert Conway. The board declared
that the water interconnect will have
no significant environmental impact
under the State’s Environmental
Quality Review Act (SEQRA).

Village Attorney Anne-Jo
McTague proposed aresolution that
the board adopted, establishing the
village as the lead agency under
SEQRAforresidentaccesstovillage
water.

Smith also reported on the
purchase of pedestrian crosswalk
signs, in an effort to slow down traffic
in the village. The board agreed to
purchase three new crosswalk signs
pending approval from the state
Department of Transportation.
Smith estimated that each sign will
cost approximately $250 to $300.

Rich Reilly, intra-municipal liaison
for the town of New Scotland,
discussed some of the issues
surrounding the Outdoor Music
Fest Saturday, July 22 from 4 to 9p.m.
at the Elementary School. Reilly
discussed the possibility of selling
food and inviting a number of craft
vendors to participate in the
festivities. Thenextscheduled event
at the Village Gazebo will take place
onJuly 5at 7 p.m. when Albany rock
combo the Lustre Kings will
perform.

The next board meeting is

* scheduled for June 27 at 7 p.m.

LANDSCAPE DESION
& INSTALLATION

Computer Aided Pesign
HORTIGUI.TURE 23t

‘\ ot ) .‘
-"

UNUIMITED =¥
LANDSCAPING
You Vesarve The BESTI
— Since 1977 —
Bnan Herrington ...
(X1 767-2004 &)

wwmhoﬂunﬁmﬁedcom
Nursery hours by appointment

and Perennial Plant Sale

Crimson Leaf Drive in Delmar
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QUILT to have lunch

and fashion show

QUILT Inc. will meet on
Friday, June 9 at Delmar
Reformed Church, 386 Delaware
Ave, in Delmar.

Doors oper at 9:15 a.m.
There will be a sampler chal-
lenge, potluck luncheon, hand-
bag fashion show and other
surprises,

The cost is $3 per visitor. For
information, call 456-0552 or go
to www.timesunion.com/
communities/quilt,

Children and seniors
in intergenearationl

cheir performance
‘The Town of Bethlehem In-
tergenerational Chorus, a

combination of the Bethlehem
Senior Chorus and the fifth-grade
students of St. Thomas the
Apostle School in Delmar, will
perform a series of concerts:

Tuesday, June 13, at 10:30 a.m.
at Albany Stratton VA Medical
Center, 113 Holland Ave:, Albany.

This newly formed inter-
generational choir has been
called an inspiration by those who
have seen young and old joining
voices to perform for children, the

~elderly, and veterans.

Teen musician
to play bass
in European tour

Jarrett Bastow of Glenmont a
junior at Bethlehem Central High
School, has been accepted as a
member of the United States
" Youth Ensembles 2006 European
Concert Tour, Highly qualified
music students from all 50 states
are eligible for the tour, vet only a
few are chosen each year to
represent the U.S. to tour and
perform across western Europe.

Bastow received an invitation
to the program based upon his
attendance in the state All State
Music Conference. The program
is for high school students and
college freshman who have
demonstrated outstanding musi-
cal ability in.choruses, orchestras
and bands.

The 17-year-old’s musical
achievements include performing
with the NYS All State String

Orchestra and the Zone 7 Area All

State Symphony Orchestra two
years in arow. At BCHS, he is the
Bass Assistant Principal.

Guilderland
Pallet

SUMMERDANCE
JUNE 26-AUG. 5
BALLET
JAZZ
YOGA
PILATES
PREBALLET
DAILY CLASSES

1:00-5:30 PM
For Registration

Call 452-0637

Milt Hill Studio, Rt. 155
1.4 Miles South of Rt. 20

the
L}

Slingerlands, NY 12159

Wagon Wheels West

It was a show down at high noon in the town of Vinegar Bottle during the
recent spring production of “Wagon Wheels West” at S1. Thomas the Apostle
School. From left to right, Smiling Slade Ciaggett (played by Sean Spath),
Dallas {played by Maura Desharnais), Straight Shootin’ Sam (played hy
Karen Deswick) and Chuck Wagon (played by Nick Canovas).

| Tte Panisian Cottage
A Gifts fo; the Home, Garden and Soul!
We have gifis for that Special Man in your life...

» Bookends, Cookbooks
* Garden and
* Pocket Knives, Windchimes

Key Chains * Clocks, Mugs, Prints

Visit The Paristan Cottage this Father’s Day

5 Maple Rd./Rt. 85A, Voorheesville (next to Nichol's Marker)
 Hours: Tues-Fr1 11-6, Saturday 10-5, Sunday 11-4

» Colognes, Aftershaves
and Soaps

R it TY UL L
2 »

[ 1]
= Reigning Cats And Dogs "'
4
W “Serving the Capital Region ‘"
’ since 1989” 0
" Welcomes your pet to the Royal Court S
‘. Board 2 nights.., De @) )
s Get a Royal Bath 1/2 off 0 ¥/ ) "
Y J Ask about our Exclusive 8¢ 88 e
,0, Royalty Suites for your little Prince or Princess ";
"'
,x 6 Week Basic Obedience Class Starting June 14th .
We

Call or stop in for a tour
759 Rt. %W, Glenmont * 767-9718 o
Mon. - Fri. 7: 3[] 12:30 & 3; 3Il 5:30, Sat. 7:30-1:00 !
h T\ :“ 't
Ay Wiy Ay

W
»

SRR R

Regent.s Earth Sc1 ence Review

4 two—hour sessmns

June ]3th 14th, 15th & 19th ’ -
Choose €lasses from 5-7 p.m. or 7 9 p.m.
Maximum 7 students per session

: $275

Sessions also include
homework/review belp .
on-line or. by phone after May 24th

Kenholm pool to host open house

An open house will be held at 4 7g Dumbarton Drive, Delmar.
the Kenholm pool on Saturday, There will also be a “wizard's

June 10 from 10 am. to 5 p.m. "
There will be free swimming and gﬁ?ﬁﬁ erll) ouncety bounce for the

free hot dogs and beverages for . . '
all who attend. The poolis located ~ For information, call 439-7976.

merr BGU&I‘S& Mortyages @

E'Member of the Senior Leading I\Ln\.nrk

Cash Out - No Monthly Payments!

ASSEENAONTY
WIrH E{::‘;R’l‘ No Up-Front Feesl
cantoday¥or o | NO income OR Credit Qualifications!

You Own Your Homel
Create Additional Monthly Income!
Put Your Equity To Work For Youl

Toll Free 1-877-287-7828 (1-877-2UPSTATE) Se-habla espafiol
Yisit us on the web at www.apstatecapital.as

NYS Regiclored Mustpage Beoker, NYS Honing Dept, Fhoeida Comaspondont Lander, A8 Lrims ssisngiat theagh thisd pny tonder,.

Free Consalwtion
And Ask For Detais
Abowt Gur SE00.00
Free Gus Curd!

Momiber .f Nutinad Reverse Moz Bandas Awocistion, FFA Liccnsed Exader. KA Goverument Guanatocd ign V581

Enough Ties?

This Father’s Day
Give the Special Man in Your Life
The Gift of

=S

G1Ft Cards Available At

@[ﬂmeg

Skin & Bodycare
5 Maple Road/Rt. 85A,Voorheesville, NY 12186 (next to Nichols Market)

Hours: Tues-Thurs.11-7 Fri.10-4 Sat. 9-3 765-3900

THIS FATHER'S DAY MAKE YOUR
LAWN A JOHN DEERE LAWN AND
SAVE!

Save big bucks on the New John Beere Compact Utility
Tractors with 0% APR for 36 Months. Stop by today for
this and other great deals on John Deere Equipment.

0.0% For 36
Months™™

No Interest, No Pay For 12 Months’
The Gator HPX 4x4 offers exceilent 8WD,
comfort and durabitity. Now get it all and

H No Interest, No Pay For 12 Months®
i The X534 comes with a 25-hp V-Twin
ngine, a 48" or 54" mower deck and

Visit Your Local John Deere Dealer Today.

H.C. OSTERHOUT & SON, INC.
1127 State Route 143 in Ravena Years of John Deere

(518) 756-6941 Sales & Service
Stora Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs Fri BAM-SPM, Wed BAM-7:30PM,Sat 8AM-1PM

Ceolebrating 75

Dl V3N
Py iy

1Y Equal Opportunity Lender

ww.JahaD were.com
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Volunteers needed for playground installation

The Town of Bethlehem and
the Friends of Maple Ridge Park
are pleased to announce that the
playground equipment for Maple
Ridge Park is scheduled to be
installed on Saturday, June 10.
However, to make the playground
a reality in time for summer we
. need the community's help and
are looking for at least 30
volunteers to work with a crew
from the playground
manufacturer to install the
equipment.

Leading up to June 10, the
town will begin the preliminary
work on the playground area. The
playground will include two
distinct play areas. One for
children ages 2-5 years and the
other for children 6-12, both will
include slides, various climbers,
tubes as well as swings.

“We would like to thank the
Friends of Maple Ridge Park for
their ongoing fundraising efforts

BCHS class of 1966
plan 40 year reunion

Graduates of Bethlehem
Central High School, class of
1966, are planning their 40 year
reunion on July 15. Graduates are
being asked to visit the
Bethlehem Central Web site at
http://besd k12.nyv.us and fill in
their information to be contacted
via e-mail. Information has been
posted regarding the upcoming
reunion, There will be updates as
we get closer to July 15.

Otherwise, contact your com-
mittee below:

Chairman Bill Balfoort, 877-
0299, wbalfoort101@msn.com.

Rick or Anita Dunn, 587-9476,
riandunn@verizon.net.

Micki Hofaker Ahl, 782 0726
mickiahl@aol.com.

Bob Laraway,
feurabob@localnet.com.

Bruce McWhinnie, 4759730,
stippleg@yahhoo.com.

Classmates who have not
received a mailing should call a
member as we do not have a
correct address for them.

and let everyone know that their
hard work has already paid off.”
said Nan Lanahan administrator
of Bethlehem’s department of
Parks and Recreation “Wheif 1
informed the committee that the
final plan had come in
approximately $2,000 over budget
and that we needed to remove
some equipment they simply told
me don’t change a thing we've
already raised over $2,000. This
volunteer effort will make this
new playground a reality,”
Lanahan said.

To date the Friends of Maple
Ridge Park have raised over
$5,500 from community residents
and local businesses. Thanks to
the generosity of nearly 100
residents The Friends of Maple
Ridge Park were able to provide
$2,000 toward the purchase of the
playground equipment. Among
the items included, because of the
additional $2,000, were overhead

Rally

(From Page 1)

defeatin more than 20 years. The
original $73.3 million plan has

* been trimmed by more than
$800,000 by the school board in

two separate budget workshops
following the ‘No’ vote.

Michelle Simard, co-president
of Elsmere’s PTA said it was her
mom, a longtime resident of the

town who came up with the idea -

behind the rally.

“She feels we need to send a
message to the town and to the

school district that we do care

about children’s education and
yes it is important to vote Yes'.
Simard understand the burden of
property taxpayers but added “if
we don't fund our children’s
education, there is no one else
around to do it.”

“As bad as the cuts are, we
cannot go to a contingency
budget,” said Hamagrael PTA co-
president Christine Edwards.
“Our school district is one of the
best in the Capital District and

climbers and additional swings.
The committee will continue its
fundraising efforts toward either
a pavilion or additional. play-
ground equipment. For infor-
mation or if you wish to con-
tribute visit our Web site at
www.mapleridgepark.org.

The event is on Saturday, June
1,0 rain or shine, from 8 a.m. until

the job gets done. The Park is’

located on Elm Ave. East between
the entrances of Dutch Mills and
the Enclave.

If you and/or your organization
would like to volunteer on
Saturday, June 10, please contact
Lanahan from Parks and Rec-
reation via e-mail at
Nlanahan@townofbethlehem.org
or call her at 4394131. Food and
beverages will be provided. All

you need to bring is your -

enthusiasm and good cheer.

we are doing it on a shoestring
already,” said Edwards.

If the June 20 revote is again
defeated, the district will have to
go to a contingency budget with
atotal of $1.4 million in cuts. “That
means more teachers will be cut,
more athlefics will be cut and
more teaching staff will be
eliminated,” said Randles.

People who support the school
district are asked to bring signs
and support for passing the
revised budget.

“Bethlehem-is a town that is
supportive of education, and this
is an opportunity to express that
concern,” said Edwards.

Elimination of field trips,
extracurricular activities and cuts
in teaching positions and clerical
staff are just some of the proposed
reductions up for a revote. The
overall district tax increase has
also been reduced from 5.45

‘percent to 3.75 percent with the

proposed changes. A public
hearing on the revised Bethlehem
School District budget will be
held at the board of education

" June 7 meeting at the district

offices on Adams Place,

 SUPERHERO SATuRDAY!

“GET YOUR VOICE IN THE GANE”
HIGH SCHOGL MUSICAL TALENT CONTEST
FRipaY @ LATHAM CIRCIE MALL
FRON 6-8rm!

CALL 487-2244 FOB TICKETS
WWW.ALBANYCONQUEST.OOM

(From Page 1)
hearing was held, and the student
has been suspended until Feb-
ruary-of next year,” said Super-
intendent Les Loomis. The
district is also pressing charges
against the middle school student
who called in the threat.

Officials want parents to know
that issuing a false bomb threat

‘toward a school is a Class E felony

in New York. Individuals con-
victed of abomb threat could face
felony criminal prosecution, as
well as a one-year suspension of
their driver’s license.

“Calling in a bomb threat is the
wrong thing to do, and it is
disruptive,” Loomis said. “I don’t
think students realize they will be’
suspended for a semester and
receive afelony charge if they are
caught,” said Loomis.

(From Page 1)

being asked by police to take alie
detector test to prove his in-
nocence, but Porco refused.

Prosecutors are setting up a
case to show that Christopher
Porco was having serious family
problems and financial issues
prior to the time the crime was
committed. Prosecutors believe
Porco may have faked a burglary
at his family’s home the night of
the attacks. Items previcusly
stolen from the Porco family
home were sold online and traced
back to Christopher Porco,
according to authorities. Pros-
ecutors also believe

Outcome

and not his lawyer.

Kindlon also tried to have
Assistant District Attorneys
Michael McDermott and David
Rossi disqualified from handling
the case because they were inside
the Bethlehem police station the
night Porco was being ques-
tioned. Kindlon believes Porco
was never read his Miranda
Rights. Porco signed a statement
informing him of his rights, but
was never orally read his entu‘e
Miranda Rights.

“A lot of issues will require
extensive search to determine
whatis and isn't admissible,” said
Judge Berry during the pre-trial.

The defense will also file' a
motion to move the trial out of

Christopher's mother,
Joan Porco, tried to tell
police who heér assailant
was the morning after the
attacks. As paramedics
worked to keep her alive,
police asked if Chris-
topher Porco committed
the crime. Four different
people present in the

“There is a real danger that
it is virtually impossible for
Christopher Porco o receive
a fair trial, at Ieast in Alhany
L‘aunry ”

Terrence Kindlon

Porco bedroom that night

all testified that Joan Porco '

nodded “yes” when asked if
Christopher Porco committed the
crime, Joan Porco could not speak
because her wounds were so
severe and she now has no
recollection of that night
whatsoever.

The defense, led by attorneys
Terrence Kindlon and Laurie
Shanks, believe police violated
their ¢lient’s constitutional rights
the night Porco was questioned
by authorities. “My sense is we
really made a very persuasive

“case for exclusion of the video-

tape and all the information that
was extracted during that inter-
rogation,” said Kindlon.

John Polster, a lawyer and
close friend of the Porco family,
was at the Bethlehem Police
station the night Porco was
questioned, but was not allowed
inside the squad room: According
to sworn testimony given at the
pre-trial hearings, Porco stated
that Polster was a family friend

Albany Cétmty because of all the
pre-trial publicity smce the
attacks.

“There is a real danger that it
is virtually impossible for
Christopher Porco to receive a
fair trial, at least in Albany
County,” Kindlon said.

Meanwhile, Christopher Porco
is out on bail and living at the
home of Elaine LaForte and her
family in Glenmont. Porco is also
working at LaForte’s business,
Bethlehem Veterinary Hospital in
Glenmont. He has worked there
since 2000.

The trial is expected to start
next week after jury selection is
complete. Berry will allow up to
10 days for the jury to be picked.

Joan Porco was present every day

of the pre-trial hearings and is
expected to be present when the
trial begins. Peter Porco worked
as a law clerk for the state
Appellate Division in Albany
County at thé time of his murder.

‘Mackrell appointed to small business council

. Patrick J. MacKrell, president
and CEQO of New York Business
Development Corp. (NYBDC)
and its affiliate Empire State
Certified Development Corp.
(ESCDCQC), has been appointed to
the U.S. Small Business Admini-
stration’s (SBA} National Advi-
sory Council (NAC).

The NAC provides expert
advice, ideas and opinions on SBA
programs and small business
issues, and its members are an
essential connection between the
SBA, participants in SBA pro-
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grams and the small business
community at large. MacKrell's
appointment is for a two-year term
effective May 1.

NYBDC and ESCDC are
leading providers of long-term
financing for small businesses
across New York state, proving
loans that help companies grow,
prosper and create employment
opportunities