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In this
week’s Issue

Stormwater
still a problem

The Town of Guilderland and
others recently worked to miti-
gate a flooding problem that
frequently occurs on Western
Avenue and Fuller Road. But As-
semblyman John McEnenysaid
that stormwater in McKownvitle
is still an issue.

See Page 5.

| m of
a weekend

Spokeswoman Joanne Guil-
mette calls the weekend’s slate
of activities at the state mu-
seum“a great escape from cabin
fever.”The museum will host the
New York in Bloom floral show
and the Gem, Mineral and Fossil
Show and Sale.

-

Voorheeswlle
falls to ‘Vliet

Watervliet (12-2 league,
15-3 overall) outscored the
Blackbirds 20-13 in the fourth
quarter to pull away for a 66-59
victory in last Friday’s regular
season finale..

See Page 32.
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L5 takes aim at'silent killer

Most homes will soon have to have carbon monoxide detectors

See Page 12
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Forum offers few certainties

Mixed opinidns arise as
community has final say
on hudget

By CHARLES WIFF
wiffc@spotlightnews.com

Bethlehem Cernitral School

District officials got one last ear- -

ful from the public at the final of
three community budget forums

Tuesday, Feb. 9, before launch-
ing into the nuts and bolts of the
2016-11 budget process.

Keeping in the forums’ theme
of “What Matters Most?” Su-
perintendent Michaél Tebbano
spent much of the forum posing
to the audience the more difficult
questions that had arisen during
the preceding forums. |

Most of the queries involving
facility use, fransportation and
extracurricular activities saw op-

posing points of view presented:
by the residents, district staff
and teachers at the meeting. Few
ideas would be able to be imple-
mented in the coming year, Teb-
bano said, but officials are look-

ing to the future with no end to

the ongoing state fiscal crisis in
sight.

“We're looking at many out
of the box ideas,” Tebbano said.
“We need to start thinking in a
more visionary way.”

Budget reductions in the com-
ing year will likely mean fewer
teachers for the district, leading
Tebbano to cutline scenarios to
make the most of resources. One
idea would be to offer lecture-
sized classes and distance learn-
ing opportunities.

Resident and SUNY Albany
teacher Ewan McNay said he
would be pleased if his students
entered college knowing how to

[0 Few Page 16

Memhers of the Capital Regmn Concerns of Police’ Survivors sold apparel and blue carnatluns to passershy

Friday, Feb. 12, during the 6" annual Blue Friday event on Route 9W.

Capital ‘District goes blue

Officers, donors brave the chill

in sixth annual Blue Friday event

By CHARLES WIFF
wiffc@spotlightnews.com

Lips and fingers weren’t the only things furn-
ing blue on the morning of Friday, Feb. 12.

As a bitingly cold wind blew through the Capi-
tal District, police officers’and volunteers were set
up by 6 a.m. in three locations for the annual Con-

- cerns of Police Survivors Blue Friday fundraiser.
And commuters were braving the chill along with
them, hopping from their cars to purchase apparel
and blue carnations to support the organization’s

local chapter.

This was the 6th annual Blue Friday, which
(0 Blue Page 16

Charles Wiff/Spotlight

were unsuccessful.

Police

unable

to talk
to victim

investigators
to interview hurned son

By CHARLES WIFF
wiffc@spotlightnews.com

Police investigating a Decem-
ber house fire that displaced a
Delmar family say they've been
unable to interview a key wit-
ness.

Lt Thomas Heffernan of the
Bethlehem Police Department
said that Michelle Sanchez, the

-mother of 15yearold Keenan
. Sanchez, declined to allow investi-

gators to interview her son when
detectives sought to question
him on Tuesday, Feb. 9. Police
had been waiting for his health to
improve after he was pulled from
the house fire.

“At this point, she has refused
to let us interview her son,” Hef
fernan said. “He’s a juvenile, so
we can't just interview him on our
own.”

Attempts to reach Sanchez
Police de-
clined to say what other inter-
views have been conducted.

The BPD is working with the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms in the investigation.
Several explosions triggered the
Saturday, Dec. 19, house fire,

and police said chemicals were

likely involved in the incident:

(] Talk Page 16
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Police: Delm 'death was from natural causes _

Bethlehem police”

) reSponded Wednesday,

Feb. 10, to what has been
determined to be the
scene of adeath by natural
causes at 22 Hunter Road
in Delmar.

- Bethlehem Police Lt.

Thomas Heffernan said '

officers do not suspect
foul play, but since the
person lived there-alone
it took detectives longer
than usual to perform
the steps involved in
an unattended death
investigation. A patrol
car was stationed outside
the house the next day
and the house remained

cordoned off by police.
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Eethizhem police and other emergency responders investigate the scene of a death by

_* Police Blotter
Police respond to false

‘complaint at Job Corps

The Bethlehem Police Department and several other
agencies responded Thursday, Jan. 28, to a report of a
woman being held at gunpoint, but the incident was
determined to be a false complaint.

State police dispatchers received a call from awoman
on a cell phone reporting that she was being robbed at
gunpoint and had a gun held to her head at Job Corps,
located at 822 River Road in Glenmont, according to
police reports. Officers from the Bethlehem Police
Department, SUNY Albany police and state police

' responded to the scene, where the facility director had

been advised to move all students into the auditorium,
according to police.

A search of the building did not turn up any weapons
or contraband and a head count showed all students
accounted for, police said. A fightstarted when the male
students were dismissed from the auditorium, but was
broken up by police, according to reports. .

No one was forthcoming about the incident, and
police said there are no suspects. An mvesﬁgabon is

The Spotlight -

', ,,h.:nld inclide the™ 1 Thursday, Feb. 11.

“The person died of
Heffernan said. Tars Feffernan SrfSpof'ign. continuing.
the house remained polize completed their release information en forma'ly completed.
os E t | y f: % ) Kimberly Valenti, 20, of 34 Cambridge Ave., was
R De a ?Mhé/‘a/ ‘g”/ / ; The Spothghi vy and leaving the scene of an accident, a misdemeapor.
roramsore'fencl i i i o his drd :
(518) 456-7673 - www rosedenlalassociates.com .p & "1 his vehicle, which was parked in his driveway. Valenti
Announcernents : day, and was arraigned in Guilderland Town Court on
date, tlme’locatum’ J
dental team educate and guide - d cost {f, cn;) of . |

tape.
natural causes ... there
was nothing suspicious,” patural causes at 22 Hunter Road in Delmar on Wednesay, Feb. 10.
A patrol car was -
stationed outside, and tape the next day while Police declined lo theimvestigation hasbéen G’I d - m t d
. W n arreste
cordoned off by police iavestigation. the person’s identity until - Charles Wil an A _o a _a e_ :
- S for criminal mischief
Gﬂt "ews }I arrested by Guilderland police on Saturday, Feb. 6,
* for criminal mischief in the third degree, a felony, .
ASSOCIATES w ED] c-.0 T'te f-; 1 According to police, Valenti drove to the home of a
~annjuncements o : sole
5 Pine Wesl Ptaza, Washington Averue Extensuon.Aloany, NY 12205 man she was upset with and crashed her vehicle into
. Lot J“’ ing éﬂ”m,—r 'g, also allegedly keyed the driver's side of the vehicle and
:.‘~0"Ef¥eafe « 3 leftth . She turned herself in to police later that
February is Dental Health Month Don’t Delay - Call Today! eft the scene. She turned herself n to police ‘ater tha
and let our compassionzie -
| you to good health, p, rhe ‘evént. aloagwith | (Other arrests:
) . ,E' contact mforngpom } * Jason Sammon, 25, of 23 Gardner Terrace, Delmar,
4’ \J Most insurances acceptad, L Rnnouncemegta, aré} *|  was arrested by Guilderland police on Friday, Feb. 5 for
1 including Medicaid. pul:l.shed sphc‘e and i, DWL According to police, Sammon drove off the road

!

Flme per:n}lt_tlr g. ‘ ,; B F -and struck a mailbox and a traffic marker while traveling
_ New Patients Welcome blbmlssmng <can . { northward on Johnston Road. Police responding to the
. o . . a be e—‘naﬂedtonews@ incident observed a strong odor of alcohol emanating
Interest Free Financ'ng and Multiple Payment Option. spclightnewsc::m from Sammon. Upon failing subsequent sobriety tests
. " .

- - D fThed h with a B.A.C 0f 0.08 and then 0.09, Sammon was charged
Ca“ ROSE DENTAL at 456 7673 13113&3323};“12% with DW1. Sammon will be arraigned in Guilderland

or visit us at www.rosedentalassociates.com ‘1 foch Thiirsday pm,- -4 Town Court on Thursday, Feb. 19.
and let us help you keep tha: winning smile healthy and bright forever! . to publication.™ . y. + Kurt J. Shattuck, 29, of Gansevoort, was arrested

by Guilderland police on Friday, Feb. 5 for criminal
possession of stolen property, a felony, and possession of
J LA ; : burglar tools, a misdemeancr. Police arrested Shattuck:
14 ‘\}_—?‘ 4‘\\‘ ‘ . - after responding.to a “check a subject” call for a man
> ' looking into a number of vehicles in the parking lot of
. Crossgates Mall. According to police, upon their arrival
they observed Shattuck looking into the window of a
car in the lot. Police found Shattuck in possession of a
crow bar concealed by his coat, and a stolen Wal-Mart
visa money card. Shattuck was arrested, processed, -
arraigned at Guilderland Town Court, and handed over
to the East Greenbush Police Department later that day
on an active bench warrant.

" o Matthew Bryan Whalen, 17, of 19 James St., Troy,

.| was arrested by Guilderland police on Thursday, Feb.

Q 4 by Guilderland police for grand larceny in the 3rd

—_— .B i . o | and 4th degrees, both felonies, and falsifying business

. Berkshire Bank _M/ 3 ATET I records, amisdemeanor. Whalen, a former employee of

. ) : | : . . - Best Buy, allegedly issued gift cards to himself without

Citizens Bank - Choices Salon & Day Spa, Computer ‘\?enals_sance \| - paying for them, and then used them at various Best Buy

KeyBank Nail Designs L'e-aware Piaza Liquors I locations and on the store’s Web site. Whalen turned

Sall B Suppl it DDII.:rTree Ty b himself in to police after a complaint was issued by the

D . e ally Beauty Supply ‘ Friar. Tuck Eookshop store.. He was arraigned at Guilderland Town Court
LG . " Scissor Society 3 GNE later that day.

_ - . — ) ¢ Anderson Dashawn Best, 28, of 3356 Carman Road,

Brueggers B?gels ‘ . ‘ I\DI\I'E?;C urtry ?cadeny Schenectady, was arrested by Guilderland police on

Carappoli's ngéﬁ!!z g IY Iv attress Factory Tuesday, Feb. 2, for criminal possession of a weapon, a

Hidden Cafe ' ‘ ; - QrB felony, and unlawful possession of marijuana, a violation.

. Fashion Bu _ Fapermil ;HaImark Best, a convicted felon, was arrested for allegedly

.Shallmar o g Re/Max Fremier possessing a loaded Springfield .40 caliber pistol in

Pizza House Olympia Sports she-win Wilkarms %] his apartment. Best was arraigned later that day at

Subway Fayless Shoes 13 H & K Block Guilderiand Town Court.
, . ‘ » Michael Westley Boggs, 21, of 459 West St, Albany,
Yan's Chinese Restaurant _ Rad:o Shack was arrested by Guilderland police on Tuesday, Feb. 9

for criminal contempt in the first degree, a felony, and
agpravated harassmentin the 2nd degree, a misdemeanor.
Boggs turned himself in to police for a complaint issued

An d a 24'h0 U r maim § S U pe rm a rKEt' atan earlier date. He was arraigned at Guilderland Town

Delaware Plaza * 180 Delaware Avenue ¢ Delmar, NY ° 518.439.9030@ Court on the same day, and sent to Albany County
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Glenmont shoots
for the top

Elementary school’s

Hoops for the Heart

event top fundraiser
nationally

By CHARLES WIFF
wiffc@spotiightnews.com

Not all students at
Glenmont Elementary
School went rushing for
the buses when the bell
rang last week; instead,
many booked it to the
gymnasium, where almost
the entire student body
participated in the school’s
annual Hoops for Heart,
event.

This was the 12th year
Glenmont has. held the
event, and with a 90 percent
student participation rate,
it's easy to see why it is
one of the most successful
schools anywhere in this"
nationwide fundraiser.

“The kids always look
forward to participating
in it,” said Glenmont

.Secretary and event
organizer Kathi Davey.

G’land schools hold budget oonversatlon

Those in attendance

-call for openness and

fairness when facing
ﬁscal challenge

munksr@spodighmews com

Teachers, parents and
district residents asked the
school board to be open and
balanced in their approach
to the budget shortfall at
the Thursday, Feb. 11,
community conversation
held by the Guilderland’
Central School District
to address the funding
challenges of the 2010-11
school year.

“Public education
is faced today with the
. greatest economic threat
of our lifetime,” said
Superintendent John
McGuire in his opening
remarks. “We can no
longer afford everything
to which we have become
accustomed.”

According to McGuu‘e
the 2010-11 school year
budget faces a $7.6 million
shortfall, prompting the
district to look at staff and
programs to determine

Editorial Pagss...... 67"

“Sports... .
Milestones....0......
. Library évents.....
: Enterlamment
~Classified.............
LCrossword......

“The younger students, they have
siblings who have been coming since
they were preschoolers.”

- Glenmont Secretary and event organizer Kathi Davey

In addition to serving
as a fundraiser for
the American Heart
Association, Hoops for
Heart educates kids about
their heart and the ways
they can keep it healthy.
Students rotate between
stations where they run,
jump and, of course, play
basketball.

While Glenmont is
not the only Bethlehem
Central school to hold
the event, it’s routinely
among the highestearning
schools in the under-500
enrollment category. Last
year, Glenmont students
raised $15,891, bringing
the school’s total take over
the life of the event to

" pearly $240, 000 according

where cuts should be
made.

AssxstantSupenntendent

for Business Neil Sanders
.explained the situation

to -those in-attendance,
saying Guilderland’s status
as a wealthy school district
will mean the maximum
possible cuts proposed in
the governor's budget.
- “We received a 21
percent reduction in state
aid,” said Sanders.

That 21 percent
represents the largest

chunk of the shortfall, with .

$4 million lost from the
gap elimination adjustment

‘and a $2.6 million loss in

other state aid. Stimulus
funds will help to offset
$1.4 million of the state
aid reduction, however,
stimulus funding ends after
the 2010-11 school year.
All of these factors, as well
as increases in employer
retirement contributions,
lead to what Sanders
referred to as the “funding

-cliff,” the result of which

will be the depletion of the
district’s reserves and fund

- balance, staff layoffs and
- program cuts.

Those at the meeting
eventually divided into

~small ‘groups to hold

discussions facilitated by
communications specialists
from BOCES. The
discussionscentered on the
concerns of the community,
what they valued about the
school district and what

to the AHA.

American Heart
Association Youth Markets

*Director Jeff Masline said

Glenmont is consistently
the top earner in the state
based on its enrollment
size and is a great example
of how Hoops for Heart can
be a community event.

“Glenmont Elementary

" is really the focus that we

look to,” he said. “The
type of event they run is
community wide... there
are other folks who are
mstrumenta] in runmng it
ever year.”

Organizers were
still tallying this yeéar’s
donations when The

'Spotlight went to print,

Neal, Scott and Craig Antheay help lundergarlners darinp Glenmont Elementary Hoaps for
Heart event, The thr2e brathers, now seniors at BC High School, have been participating

in the evenl since it fifst b2am 13 years ago.

but had processed more
than $10,000.

The proceeds g¢ towarc

furthering heart d:sease

and stroke research in the
northeast.

Asevidenced by the high
participation raze, Hoops
for Hearts is always a great
success, said gym teachar
and event organizer Laurie
Nolan Some students keep

coming back as vcluateers
once -hey graduate rom
Glenmont.

“The younger studznts,
they have siblings who

-have been coming since

they were preschookers,”
she said.

The cancell’alioﬂ of

after school activities

0a Wednesday, Fel, 10,

‘temporarlly derclled

Approximolely 90 to 100 members of the comrunily gathered to discuss the: schools
budge? for the 2010-11 schoo! year. The community alled fo- a halanced and open
process in addressing the $7.6 million shortfall.

cost-cutting measures they
would like to see employed
by the district.

Some of the ideas for
cost-cutting included the
elimination of late bus
service, increasing class
sizes at the high school
level, scaling back full-day
kindergarten, cutting back
after-school programs
and scaling back on non-
mandated courses.

Deborah Bush-Suflita,
communications manager

for Capital Region BOCES, .

was the first to present
the ideas discussed by her

group.
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Media Group, LLC, 125 Adams 5t., Delmar, N.Y. 12054 Postage paid at Del-
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“The district needs
a long-term Ziecal plan

- considering the situalion

here in New Yozk state.”
she said. “The-e was a ot
of agreement that we nieed
‘more informatior..”

After Bu s.h-Su.ﬂ-tla,.

Jessica Scheckton, of

BOCES, reported that her
group wantec a balanced

"approach to making up for

the shortfall.

“None of the options
were viewed as all .or
nothing,” said Scheckton.

She also sad her greug
viewed a tax intrease as
a last resort, however; ax
increases wotld be easier
for the commumizy to az-ee
to if the district emplored
the use of cost-control
measures.

Scheckton alsc said ner

* Ryan Muaks/Spollight

group‘agreed the dstricts

fund balance chould not

be depleted all zt cnce as a
“one-shot deal.”
Another group,

represented by

_ communications specialist

<Zhristy Muller,.sax, “We
Tave to spend less it we are

Zoing to tax more.” .

Finally, Stephen King,

_also of BOCES. ‘said his
-gro'ap agreed that it would
‘not be wise ta us2 all of

the funds in. the reserve
balance all at once.

“If a program reduction
would need to take place,
it would need to He a joint
effort,” he said.

The community budget
discussion, the Frst of its
kind to take piace among
parents and teachers, was
generally well-received by

- tom nament that stretched

+Dana. Va-hon,,a -teacher
at Lynnwood Elementary .

B of desire to work together.

Charles Wift/Spotlight

the event, but that
evening’s activities for
third and fourth graders
were rescheduled for
Wednz=sday, Feb. 24,
Thursday's activities
weat off as planned,
however. Adozen teachers
played against fifth
graders in a round robin

intc'the evemng

those in a*tendance

T _t:unk itwent verywell,
it was the first opportunity
to Eear facts from the state
levl'and "brifig thém to
the community, lgzel 2 said-

Sctool. .
Mike Charron, aparentof
chiidren in the high school

and the middle school,
said, “I think there is a lot

Thare is an undercurrent
of really hard choices to
make,”

-Charran said he would
have liked more details
about the revenues and
expenditures of the school
district.

“¥We had a great
discussion on how to get
the greatest value for the
lezst cost,” he said.

School Board President
Richard Weisz closed out
the conversation with some
observations he made about
th= night.

“Weneedtocommunicate
mor2 about what we are
dcing,” said Weisz.

He encouraged people
to-join the Citizens Budget
Advisory Committee.

2 “In Guilderland, March
madness is our budget
process,” said Weisz.

Ee ended the discussion
with a call for a long-
rznge plan and greater
cormmunity involvement in
tke process.

. “We need a long range
finaacial plan, and we need

a community more involved
with what we are doing,”
said Weisz. “The dialogue
does not end tonight.”
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‘Shop and chop and watch those veggies fly

By ROBIN SHRAGER SUITOR
news@spotlightnews.com

Bits of food end up strewn
around the kitchen when [ cook,
especially if I chop vegetables. It
seems to happen regardless of
wheéther or not 'm rushing.

My knives are partly to blame.
They are not sharp enough. That
means | have to apply extra force
and suddenly pieces of carrot or
zucchini are flying off the cutting
board and onto the floor.

My lack of experience is also
to blame: Too many years of
relying heavily on take-out (pizza,
subs, Chinese food) and cooking
pasta or the same-old chicken
dishes.

It's not like I don't have any

cookbooks; I have several. WhatI -

don’t have are all the ingredients.
And sometimes I'm lacking the
tools. And usually I don't have
the time. Sometimes I'm out of
all three.

A recipe sounds great right
up until the instructions say:
“transfer to a food processor”
or “add the goat cheese” or
“soak the beans for ‘at least eight
hours.”

. A few weeks ago | was at

the supermarket, cookbook in
hand, making my fifth or sixth

pass around the produce section .

and thinking to myself: This is
an incredibly inefficient way to
. shop.

Most people make a grocery

Commentary:§
rom ‘

obin’s
R Nest

list before heading to the store.
I did not do this. Instead of a list,
1 took a cookbook. And before
I went into the store, I sat in
my car in the parking lot for 10
or 15 minutes and picked out
two recipes. Although the only

- reason [ did that much “planning”.

is because [ wanted to hear the
end of a short story that was
being performed on the radio.
Armed with my cookbook,
I grabbed a cart and headed
inside. I then proceeded to walk
around, flipping back and forth
between pages 16 (the dish with

lentlls) and 94 (red beans with -
rice) in an effort to gather the

ingredients for both recipes.

IfI'd made alist before leaving
the house, I would have only
stopped once at the onions, red
peppers and tomatoes because [
would have known right away to
get enough for both recipes. -

If I hadn't wasted so much
time circling round and round
making multiple stops for the
same items then I would not
have resorted to traveling to the
prepared-foods section to ask
a store employee where to find
the jalapeno peppers. “That’s a

produce item” she said, “There
is a peppers section.” | was sure
she was wrong since I'd already
been by the bell peppers at-least
twice. But when I returned to
that aisle, the jalapenos magically
appeared. - '

And though my shopping
process was inefficient, I did

not get discouraged. Usually.

I'm in my home without the key
ingredients or I'm in the store
without the recipe. That day I
was in the store with cookbook
in hand, passing over the items
I knew I had at home (chicken
stock, brown rice, thyme,
oregano, cumin) and successfully
finding the ones I needed.

Last summer I was in a |

bookstore looking for Ina Garten

cookbooks. Up and down the .

aisles I browsed, but I couldn't
find them. I was perplexed

eater, liked the dish.

NextI grilled a steak. Normally
the grill is my hushand’s territory.
In fact, I needed to have him light
it for me. The directions for the
steak were fairly simple: Let meat
stand at room temperature for 30
minutes (this made me nervous
since I never even leave frozen
meat to defrost on the counter,
but I figured the publisher must
have determined this was safe.)
The recipe continued: Pat the
meat dry. Sprinkle with pepper
and kosher salt. Cook for two
minutes on each side, then brush
with olive oil and cook for three
additional minutes. Remove to a
‘plate and cover with foil and let
it sit for 15 minutes.

I set the microwave for two
minutes and ten seconds then
dashed outside to put the steak
on the grill. When the timer went

because I understood her to be -- off I flipped the steak, ran in and

a fairly current sensation.

The books.were displayed
alphabetically by author's
last name, but it took me four
passes by the Barefoot Contessa
cookbooks before I noticed Ms.
Garten’s name on the covers.
If only my friends hadn’t been
on a first-name basis with this
celebrity (“Ina’s recipes always
come out great,” they raved) I
might have found the books a
lot sconer.

The first Ina recipe I tried was'
for individual meat loaves. They
came out so tasty that even my

daughter, who is not a big meat -

at: facebook. com/becomlc

o betind the sc;nes with <— NE W!!!
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reset the timer.

-+ The next part got a little tricky.
When I brushed the meat with oil
a great flame rose from the grill

: and itlooked like a giant bonfire.

Yet somehow the steak came out
a perfect medium rare. The only
problem is that I can only cook a
single steak at a time and [ can
only cook it medium rare.
Butback to the meat loaf: The
recipe instructed me to cook
chopped onions over medium-
low heat for eight to 10 minutes
until translucent. This became
somewhat challenging because |
the recipe also called for adding
thyme to the onions. Once I

" mixed in the green herb the

‘onions were never going to
appear “translucent.”

I'm not entirely sure what
setting to use for “medium-low”
heat. The dial on my oven starts
with “low” ends with “high”
and contains the numbers one
through nine in between. The
number five is in the middle.

I guess this is “medium” heat. .

So where is medium-low? Is it
number three? Is there a reason
I need so many numbers on the
dial? What number do 1 use for
“simmer?”

A chicken picatta recipe
required the “juice of two
lemons.” How superior is juice
of fresh lemons compared to

lemon juice in a bottle found in _
. the back of the fridge? When do

your hands stop smelling like
“juice of two lemons?”

There’s so much to learn
about cooking!

The kitchen aromas were
fantastic the day I prepared
the recipes on pages 16 and 96
of the Rosie Daley cookbook I
took to the supermarket (Rosie

is Oprah Winfrey’s chef!) The,

red beans and brown rice were
tasty, but the beans were not
“plump and tender” (The author
cautioned that beans soaked
overnight.are best, but I used

her short-cut “boil and simmer’
for an hour” method.) The.

vegetable barley stew with
lentils was delicious.

And with a bit more practice,
perhaps one day I'll be able to
chop veggies without having
them end up airborne.

Got views?

Pt

Spotlight Newspapers welcomes letters from readers on

subjects of local and regional interest. Letters are subject to
|

' editing for fairness, style and length and should be contained to

300 words or less.

B Allletters must include the writer’s name, address and phone
number. Spotlight Newspapers reserves the right to limit the
number of letters published from a single author. .-

Submissions can be e-mailed to news@spotlightnews.com.

The deadline for all letters is noon Friday prior to publication.
Spotlight Newspapers also welcomes longer opinion pieces for

the Point of View section.

i
!
r For information-on submitting a Point of View, e-mail news@
i spotlightnews.com or call 439-4949.

[
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Siormwater st|II a concer in

Residents fault
nanoscale college,
but school officials

say ‘blame game’
needs to stop

By RYAN MUNKS
munksr@spotlightnews.com

. The Town of
Guilderland, in cooperation
with Stuyvesant Plaza and
a number of state entities

" recently worked together

to mitigate a flooding
problem that frequently
occurs on Western
Avenue and Fuller Road.

However, Assemblyman.

John McEneny, D-Albany,

- said that stormwater in
McKownville is still an | 835 , , .
McannwlIe Imprnvemenl Assoclalmn President Don Reeb pulnls to the soggy, dune-like

issue.

According to
McEneny, residents
in the area believe the
construction of the
University at Albany's
College of Nanoscale
Science and Engineering
has disrupted the naturat
flow of stormwater to the
north, and redirected it

-.to the south.
“The flow used to go

into Patroon Creek [to

* the north] and now flows

" south into Krumkill and

[ 4

then Normanskill,” sald
McEneny.

The result of the

~diverted flow is the

increase in soggy ground
and moisture that has an

- effect on the foundations

and basements in homes
south of the college.

Don Reeb, president
of the McKownville
Improvement Association,
said the amount of
standing water in the area
has.increased since the
building of the nanotech
college, which has had

-

'l

ground created by storm ‘water flooding in the woods behind Freedom Quad.

major additions since 2004.
He said the pond behind
Freedom Quad has grown
since the construction
commenced on the new
college.

“Years ago, if you
couldn’t jump over it, you
could certainly almost
jump over it,” said Reeb.

" The university has said

there is no connection
between construction
of the college and the
flooding,

“I'm surprised that this
blame game is continuing
since the issue was dealt
with a year ago,” said
Stephen Janack, vice
president for marketing
and communications for
the college.

Janack said that a year
ago, geological experts

"determined that the

flooding in McKownville
is tied to an increasé in
the water table due to

‘few years.

-

abnormally heavy rainfall
over the course of the past
He said the
experts determined that
flooding in McKownville
would have occurred even
if the construction of the
college had not taken
place.

“To tie the flooding
situation to anything
occurring at the college
is simply inaccurate,”
said Janack. “It's time to
stop the blame game and
focus on identifying and
implementing a solution.
We're in this together,
and we would like to find
a solution together.”

McEneny said that

the only thirg that has -

changed in the area since
the flooding started was
the construction of the
college. .

“I'd like to see the
responsibility assigned
to someone,”he said.

Ryan Munks/Spotlight |

“Somebody has to make
a ruling. ... They didn’t
have flooded basements

- before [the construction],

and they didn’t have soggy
ground.”

McKownville resndent
Laura Plant described a
situation in July 2009 in
which the stormwater
caused a cave-in of the wall
in her basement.

“That year, we had a
really heavy rainstorm.
... I heard a sound late at
night, and I didn't think
much of it,” said Plant.

She said it wasn't until
her husband returned
home from work that the
damage was discovered.

“Water was pouring in
like a river ... the whole
underground wall caved
in,” said Plant

Since the dirt that
entered the home clogged
up Plant’s sump pumps,
they were unable to

-— i s

McKowanIe

pump the water out of the
basement.

.Following the incident,
town authorities ruled
the home unsafe to live
in and the Red Cross put
the family up in a hotel
for four days, until they
were able to find other
accommodations. The
family was able to move
back into the home 10
days after the collapse,
after support beams
were added to support
the home in lieu of the
missing wall.

While the Plant famxly’ s
situation is an extreme
example of damage from

stormwater, flooding and
the sump pumps used
to prevent flooding in
basements have become '
commonplace in the
McKownville area.

The community will
discuss stormwater issues
at the next meeting of
the McKownville
Improvement Association
on Thursday, Feb. 18§,
at 7 p.m. at the Holiday
Inn on Western Avenue.
Representatives from the
Albany County Storm
Water Coalition will give
a presentation on issues
concerning the Krumkill
watershed area.

WANTED

HOMES THAT NEED ROOFING

A select number of homeowners in Delmar
.and the surrounding areas will be given the
opportunity to have a lifetime Erie Metal
Roofing System installed on their home
at a reasonable cost.

Qualified homeowners will receive attractive
pricing and have access to our special low

interest unsecured bank financing.

llAn Erie Metal Roof will keep your home cooler

in the summer and warmer in the winter.

Unlike other roofing materials, an Erie Metal
Roof can be installed even in -
the Winter Months.

3 INQUIRE TODAY TO SEE IF YOUR HOME QUALIFIES!

www.ErieMetalRoofs.com

*Slo
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CHEERS. To
THE NEW YEAR
SWEEPSTAKES

: S'[OP IN FOR OUR NOISEMAKING OFFERS

3100 Mug of Money

When you open a Befter or NOW checking account with $350 or more™

Mega 10024 APY Money Market

for the first 6 months on accounts opened with new money up to $25,000°
Free [ Protection Service

for 6 months when you open a qualified Betier or NOW or Money Market account'- -

- .

I3
i

. I De/mar/

JANUARY 11 - FEBRUARY 20"

184 Delaware Ave.

OPEN -
Monday-Wednesday:  9:00-5:00
Thursday.-Friday: 9:00-7:00
Saturday: 9:00-1:00
Drive-up opens at 8:30 -

429-2500

Please bring in this advertisement to take | ’
advantage of our grand opening offers.

"No purchase necessary. Sweepsiakes open to anyone 18 years or older. Yoid where prohibired. Sweepstakes entries only located and accepied at Dedmar branch. See Pioneer Bank Delmar branch only for official rules. Sweepstakes expires February 20, 2010. " Available on new parsonal Batter Checking
o NOW accounts opened with a minimum of $350.00. $100 cash wil be given o customer vpon opening, For accounts clased within 180'days of opening, $100:00 wil be deducted from the dlose-out amount. Incentive subject to 1099 reporing. One incentive per customer. Pioneer Bank employees, offi-
- cers, trustees and thei famiies are nol eligible. Offer expies Februaly 20, 2010. This offer may be withdrawn at any time without nolica. May not be combined with any other offers. Account must be opened a1 Detmar branch only. ! For new monoy anty. New money is monay that is not cumrently deposit- .
£d at Pioneer Bank. Premium Interest rate s for monay market accounts of no more than $24,695.99 and 6 moniths only, after which time your interest rate wil convert to the then current Pioneer money marked interest rale for the apphcable money markel lior, Minimum 10 open & mongy markel accoun
is at least $1,000. Balances are inswed up to the maximum aflowabla kmil. May not be combined with any other money marke! offers. Subject to change wilhout nolice. Ofer expkes Fe
accoun with $350 of more of a money market account with at least $1,000.00 new maney. Six months éree 1D Protection Senvice™ is for IPS Monthly Single Sub. Retal value of IPS Monthty Single Sub is $4.89 per month. Incentive subject lo 1096 reporing. Offer expires February 20, 2010. *

20, 2010. * Special frea 10 Protection Service™ is avaiable (o customers who open a Better Checking or NOW

X PIONEER-=

Where Business is Personal

Cauol Housing Londer (&Y

o
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The Spotlight

Keep your eyes open

They're everywhere, you know.

Lurking behind microphone stands, scribbling letters in
_the darkness of night.

. Andthoseare justtheones you notice. Sometimes they’re
the guy bagging your groceries or— God forbid — the
woman helpmg your kids cross: the street to’ school every
morning. .

" We're talkmg about, of
course ‘those nefarlous
Polltlcal Operatives. .

. It's a phrase we here a.. .
]ot at The Spotlight. ‘A re-

Editorial

porter may be leaving a Town Board meetmg and be told‘

by someorie that everyone who spoke at the meeting-was a

"Political'Operative of one politician or another. We receive -

calls’about some of our letters to the editor telling us that
their writets are merely. Political Operatives.

So what constitutes a Political. Operative? Is it someone

who speaks out on a political issue? We thought those |

people fell into the Concerned Citizen category. Is there a
moment when a person transcends Concerned Citizen to
being a Political Operative?

Some might say the difference between the two is the

operative has a vested personal interest in the politics of a §

town, maybe because of an undue influence on the part of
certain politicians.

If that's the case, then why aren’t there more Pohtlcal
Operatives?” Everyone, whether they like it or not, has, or
should have, a vesfed personal interest in the workings of
the government that impacts their lives. And as for influ-
ence — influence is what gets politicians elected and, in a

democracy, it is influence as much:as it is hard work that .

"gets things accomplished.

So again we ask, what séparates the Concerned Citizen
from the Political Operative? More than likely it depends
on who is making the accusation. We at The Spothght sus-

‘pect that when someone’s outspoken opinion falls in line
with another’s, he or she is the Concerned Citizen. When
it does not, that same person must be the dreaded Political
Operative.

And what about us, the local newspaper? Are we Political
Operatives as well? We're sure some would say we re the
worst offenders, but we hope that most of our readers un-
derstand that we broker in the truth, and the truth doesn’ t

"care much if you agree with it or'not. -

So, again, where are the Political Operatives?

They are everywhere. And bear in mind, thatif you cared
enough about local politics to read this editorial, you are
one too.

Matters of Opinionfs

ﬁmthght

Making inroads to innovation

" By.JEFF ROTHENBERG
The author is the Managing

- Partner of Heslin Rothenberg Farley

& Mesiti PC. and the chairman of
the Center for Economic Growth's

.+ Technology Cotincil Bmldmg an -

“Innovation Ecosystem

+ The 'Center. for Eeonomic -
“Growth held its 2009 annual .

mmieeting atthe Experimental Media.
and: Performing Arts Center at .
‘Rensselaer Polytechmc Institute.
“We were honored to have RPI

- Presidént Shirley Ann J ack50n

deliver the meeting’s. keynote

address. Jackson hlghhghted the B

-.core principles in New, York’
-and ‘Tech Valley's economrc
development strategy, known
as the “5 I's” - Infrastructure
Intellectual Capital, Internatlonal
Efforts, Investment Strategies,

-and Innovation. Her comments

focused on the fifth “I” - innovation
"in creating an economic futuré —a
process she calls “building a self-
sustaining innovation ecosystem.”

According to Jackson, four
elementsare necessary to assemble
a self-sustaining innovation
ecosystem. These elements
include: strategic focus, idea
generation, translational pathways
and capital (ﬁnanc:lal, infrastructural
and human).

Jackson stresses that it is at
the points of intersection between
these elements where promising
ideas may be lost if the interplay

between them is insufficient or

counterproductive. To prevent this

from happening may require.new:

approaches and new policies.
. Our overall regional strategic

focus, the first element, should

include two of the most urgent
national challenges: health care,
and energy and environmental

. sustainability. In order to create real

change we need transformational
technologies in both, and with
these come abundant economic
opportunities. We have recently
‘seen-a local advance in the field -
of energy with General Electric’s
plan to build a new state-of-the-
art manufacturing plant that will

Publisher — John A. Mclntyre Jr.

THE

Editor — William R. DeVoe
Art Director — David Abbott
Advertt'sr'ng Director — Bo Berezansky
- National Sales Manager -— Cyndi Robirison ‘

Point of View

produce high energy density,
sodiumrbased chemistry batteries.

Idea generation, the second
element, has been styzmed across

multiple sectors as governmentand °
‘corporations focuson shorterterm, '

'safe bets.

' “This hardly makes sense in-
a world -and an economy — that

needs illuminating ideas, dramatic
discoveries,.and transformational
technologies,” states Jackson. .

- Tech Valley’s universities and -
'co]]eges play a critical role in the

development of .the.innovation

'ecosystem by educating- bright,

lmotlvated students whose curiosity

.and energy may foster technological

discoveries for decades to come,
The third element, establishment

"of translational pathways, allows-

idea generation to be applied
in -commerce and society. For
example, the Bayh-Dole Act gave
universities ownership over their
federally funded research resuits,
thus allowing universities to share
their storehouses of knowledge
while protecting their intellectual
property rights, resulting in the
creation of thousands of new
enterprises. Translational pathways
-include such modalities as the
business incubator and the internet.
Placing Tech Valley at the forefront
of such approaches, RPI opened
one of the first university- -based

“incubators in 1980.

Capital is the final element in
creating a successful innovation
ecosystem. Financial capital,
especially seed capital, is critical at
this juncture, as is a new financial
model for- more early-stage

- government support for potentially

transformative technologies. |,

We are fortunate in Tech Valley
that we have the foundational
physical ‘capital, or infrastructure,
for innovation. Our institutions

of higher learning offer critical

resources such as computational

. power, instrumentation; robotics,

clean rooms and fabrication facilities
and more. But wg cannot depend

on our universities alone. We must
develop infrastructure that can be
shared by nascent industries. The
Rensselaer Computational Center

- for Nanotechnology Innovations,

CCNI, offers a model. CCNI, a’
joint venture of IBM, New York
State and RPI, hosts one of the

- most powerful supercomputers in

the world and assists companies of

- all sizes to conductresearch, model
-products and processes, and to tap
. the experience of RPT's faculty.

Human capital is also a critical
factor-in order to create and sustain
an innovation ecosystem, we need
technologically trained professionals,
scientists, mathematicians and
engineers - yet-we are failing'to
produce these specialists. Jackson
calls this gap the “quiet crisis,” which
has the potential to scuttle the efforts
being made unless it is addressed.
To avoid such a catastrophe, it is
imperative thatacademic institutions
collaborate regionally to offer
programs consistent with their
existing. pathways and missions
while endeavoring to meetthe needs.
of burgeoning industries, such
as the TEC-SMART program at
Hudson Valley Community College.
Collaborative improvement in the
teaching ofthe sciences, mathematics
and technology, and contribution toa
comprehensive education effort for
technology workforce development
and deployment, will guide our path
and prepare Tech Valley’s next
generation to eompete inthe global
economy.

BothRPIand CEG areworkmgto '
build a system in which educational

* institutions and new and existing

business enterprises can blossom
and flourish. CEG plays a critical
role in this transformation of our
region through its threepronged
mission te grow local companies,
attract opportunities for local
investment and expanswn and
prepare local communities for
growth and enhanced quality oflife.

- These efforts are a foundational

piece of our own self-sustaining
innovation ecosystém — our future,
CEG is proud to work with its
partriers in championing this
cause. '

tax revenue?”

Weekly poII

Last week’s poll results:

‘Question: “Should a town favor commercial development for |
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Childish behavmr at Town Board
meeting not good for children

Editor, The Spotlight:

I attended the Febh.10
Town Board meeting to
pay tribute to my friend
Michael Hodom. The
board was to present
him .with a resolution
honoring him for his 20
years of distinguished
service to the town as a
Zoning Board member.

Astheboard proceeded
through the agenda and
reached the time for the

" public to make comments,

Iwas completely appalled:

at what I heard. Four
“men, one at a time, took to’
the microphone and each
began making insulting
and demeaning remarks
to the board members.
Now, I believe residents
have every right to make
their views heard and
hold their elected officials
accountable, butwhatIsaw
was far from productive or
constructive.

What I saw from these
four individuals was a
total lack of decorum and
civility that will only foster
more division as well as
make it harder for our
elected officials to work
together for the good of

" the community. I think
we, as residents, should
not conduct ourselves in
such a poor manner.

Which leads me to
why I decided to write
this letter. In attendance

‘[ ' ‘ﬂhat evemng’ were 'sbmé

20 school-aged children
— probably there because
of their government
participation requirement.
And what those children
saw and learned was that
it'’s OK to insult, demean
and degrade individuals
publicly.

Some of the most
outlandish statements
made were “you (Town
Board members) either
do what Mr. (Sam)
Messina says or else you
better resign.” Another
was “they had better
start working with the
supervisor because he
had been hired by the
voters and all you others
have been appointed.”

So, in addition to the
total lack of decorum and
respect, those children
were also provided with
a very poor civic lesson.
Every board member
was elected by the voters
of Bethlehem and they
are each sovereign
elected officials just like
Supervisor Messina.

Then another man
told Messina “not to

-compromise one inch

with the board” and that
he should “start swinging
for the fences” — another
great civic lesson for the
children. Well, the fact
is, governing is the art of
compromise and majority
vote. And the last time I
checked we dldnt have

a parliamentary form of
government.

However, the comment
that really disappointed
me was the totally
uncalled for personal
attack of the town clerk.
The issues among the
board members and the
supervisor have nothing
to do with the town
clerk or her role in town
government. -

These remarks made
it quite apparent what
was being done had less
to do about government
business and everything
to do about advancing
political agéndas.

Residents have every
right to make their voices
heard, but it should
be done in a civil and
constructive manner. And
when making accusations
you should be sure to
have your facts straight.
This is exactly the kind of
behavior that has so many
people frustrated with
politics.and government.

But the sad part is now
a few vocal residents,
a la Tea Party activists,
are now doing it.
It's really sad is that a
group of children had
to see this first hand. [
really hope this childish
behavior stops for the
good of our community.

David.DeCancio
Selklrk

_Vote for change wasted
if there is no support

" Editor, The Spotlight:
Last November, the
people of the Town of
Bethlehem voted for a
change. ‘
They voted Jack
. Cunningham out and
voted Sam Messina in.
Now is the time for the
people to step up and
support their chosen

candidate. He will not be~

able to make changesifhe
is out-voted 4 to 1 by the

IN BRIEF

rest of the Town Board.
He can't do it alone. Find
out what his ideas and
plans are for the town.
If you'agree, then let the
rest of the board members
know that you want them
to represent you also.
If they don’t, then elect
those who will in the next
election.

Nothing has changed
since last September.
There is a different
supervisor, for sure, but

»

he still has only one vote.
They will vote against
him every time unless
we give him the support
he needs.

There is more to
government than just
getting your candidate
elected to office. Now
it’s time to step up. If
you don't, your vote for
change was wasted.

Alan Hughes
Delmar

Sterytellers to present cultural frum at Institute

The final segment of a four-part presentation on different cultural forms of

storytelling hosted by the Albany Institute of History and Art and the New York.

"Folklore Society will take place on Sunday, Feb. 21, from 1to 4 p.m.

Presenters at the event will inclide a Congolese mbria player, dancers from a
Hindu temple, and a Senegalese storyteller and musician.

The program is free with museum admission. For infor mann call the museum

at 4634478,

Got sports news?

Spot]j-ght Newspapers welcomes articles on community sports events and
updates on athletes in college.

E-mail Sports Editor Rob Jonas sports@spotlightnews.com or fax information

to 439-0609.

‘Rally around Messina

Editor, The Spotlight.

I want to comment on
the recent Town Board
meetings of Jan. 27 and
Feh. 10 and the apparent
discord between our
town supervisor and the
board.

I grew up in Delmar
and graduated from
Bethlehem Central in
the 1960s. My parents
grew up in Delmar
and graduated from
Bethlehem Central in the
1940s. My grandparents
built homes on Douglas
Road and Roweland
Avenue, when both areas

of “Old Delmar” were-

nothing but woodlands. -

1 was brought up to
believe Delmar was a very
special place — a real
community with its. own
Four Corners and one
where people looked out
for one another,

But after reading
the article “Supervisor
and Board Clash” in the
Feb. 3 Spotlight about
the conduct of some of
the board at the Jan. 27
meeting, I felt ashamed
of my town leaders —
something new for me,

and very disconcerting.

The people of Delmar
wanted change, went to
the polls, and elected
Sam Messina to lead them
in a different direction.
From what I understand,
the Town Board exists
to bring their various
areas of expertise to
town governance, but
primarily to support the
Town Supervisor.

This was not apparent
from what I read in
The Spotlight about the

.meéting of Jan. 27 and

what I observed myself
at the meeting of Feb. 10

‘'when some of my fellow

townspeople stood up to
express their concern and
disappointment over the
board’s lack of support for
Mr. Messina.

] s

As a citizen and
taxpayer of Bethlehem,
I would like to know that
our board is doing its best
to take care of the decent,
hard-working people who
live here. I need to know
the elected officials of
my town have my best
interest at heart and that
politics is not the primary
consideration in the

decision-making process.
Delmar has always been
a special place to live,
and I would hate to see
politics tarnish jts image
and grind town business
to a halt. ‘

" Together we can make
Bethlehem an even better
place to live. Let's rally

round Mr. Messina, help’

him move his agenda
forward, and get away
from “politics as usual.”
Let’s work together to
make Bethlehem even
better, and to keep it the
friendly, welcoming and
special place it's a]ways
been.

Finally, I urge all of you
to getinvolved and do your
part for this wonderful
town by attending a Town
Board meeting. The
attendance at the Feb. 10
meeting was pitiful and
speaks volumes about
theé average citizen's level
of involvement in town
government.

This town helongs

to all of us. Please get

involved.

Sandra P Sorell
Delmar

Politicking wastes money
on assessment issue

Editor, 7719  Spotlight. .

We missed -

‘opport_umty to save ‘

taxpayer money at the
Guilderland Town Board
meetmg last week. The
issue: What should the
town pay for an appraisal
fee for the Metro Diner?
The diner is challenging
its assessment.

My appraisal fee quote
was less than the $5,000

fee the town assessor
had proposed. My quote

included a guarantee the
appraisal would be done
by March- 1, the court
deadline for the appraisal.
My proposal was shared
with the town assessor

and every board member
prior-to the meeting. .

* Board Democrats
refused to vote last week
on the proposal. That
leaves the town without its
own appraisal for pending
litigation. Even though
they claim no appraisal
could jeopardize the
case and cost taxpayers

-money, they failed to act

Jast week, both on my

proposal and on their

OWn.

The claim there was
some interference with
the “bidding process” is
pure politics. The town
assessor admitted he
only got two quoles.

"He never conducted a
formal bidding process .

for the appraisal. If he
had conducted one, with
a public selicitation and
mandatory deadlines for
quotes, we could have
unanimously approved

_the best option and this

unfortunate circumstance
'would have been
avoided.

In the future, we should
all work together to save
taxpayers money and
ensure our town business
is conducted in the most
open way possible.

Mark Grimm
Guilderland Town
Board member

Ohav Sholom Senior

Citizen Apartments

water/electric

m Scenic park-like setting
w City bus transportation at door

One Bedroom and Studio Apartments
at Very Affordable Rates!
115 New Krumkill Road .
Albany, New York 12208

= Rent includes heat/hot

R E-Mail: info@QOhavSholomApts.org
Web: www.OhavSholomApts.org

@ Equal Housing Opportumty

m Beautician and store on
premises

® Weekly social activities
® Private, on-site parking

489-5531
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Town sees no takers for volunteer msurance

. Officials will contmue
to support incentive
in Bethlehem

By CHARLES WIFF
wiffc@spotlightnews.com

A law aimed at making

volunteer firefighter
or EMS service more
attractive has been passed
in the state Senate, but
- officials in the Town of
Bethlehem said while
. the law’s incentives are
_already in place in town,
there are few takers..
Senate Bill 55111 would
allow municipalities to
extend healthcare
insurance, including the
New York State Health
Insurance Program offered
by many municipalities,
including - Bethlehem, to
volunteer firefighters and
ambulance workers.

A Senate Insurance
Committee spokesperson
said 'the legislation
‘is intended to clear up
ambiguities in an already
existing law to make it
clear municipalities

- can extend NYSHIP to

volunteers, and that it is
not mandatory. Volunteers
wishing to sign up fo‘r the

“Our numbers could use a boost. Every
local department could use a boost in

membership.”

Selkirk Fire Chiet William Borger

municipality’s insurance

. assume all costs.

Bethlehem Emergency
Management Officer
Director John Brennan said
the town began extending
the option as soon as it
became available, about
two years ago.

“The unfortunate thing

‘is that we have not had

any takers,” he said. “It's
a double edged sword.
The benefits that the
employees of the Town of
Bethlehem have are very
good, and consequently
that package when opened
up to the volunteers is
very expensive.”

Sen. Neil Breslin, D-
Delmar, was a sponsor
of the legislation, and
said it would not only
help firefighters already
serving obtain adequate
insurance coverage, but
could help attract new
volunteers in a time when
many departments are
facing thinning ranks.

“Some fire departments
and districts are facing
recruitment shortages,
this law would assist

in recruiting men and -

women who wish to serve
their communities, and
help keep health care
affordable,” Breslin said
in a statement.

Recruitment is one
aspect of why the town
began offering the option
to volunteers in the first
place, said Supervisor Sam
Messina. He indicated the
new legislation wouldn't
change the town’s
position.

“We're in good shape,
and this doesn't break
any new ground for us,”
he said.

Selkirk Fire Chief
William Borger said the
town should avail itself of
every incentive to attract
volunteers.

“Our numbers could
use a boost. Every. local

department could use a
boost in membership,”
he said. :
Slingerlands Fire:
Chief Craig Sleurs said
that while he appreciates
the option, none of his

_volunteers have a need

for it,

“None of my members
have gone forth and
applied for it, because they
hasically have their own
insurance through their
own employers anyways,”
he said. “It's great that the
town offers that, especially
for people who don’t have
good insurance, they could
go through the town if
they wanted to.”  _

Brennan speculated
that volunteers who own
their own business or
would otherwise have to
obtain insurance privately
could find buying the
town’s health msurance
attractive.

Bethlehem s served by
five fire departments and
two ambulance districts,
all volunteer, plus county
paramedic gnd EMS
services.

There are about 500
volunteers throughout the
town, said Brennan.

Hennessey
appomted to IDA

By CHARLES WIFF
wiffc@spotlightnews.com

In a relatively brief
meeting Wednesday,
Feb. 10, the Bethlehem
Town Board voted 4-0
to appoint Councilman
Mark Hennessey to the
Bethlehem Industrial
Development Agency.

He will take the place of
Supervisor Sam Messina,
who said he's decided to
resign his seat but will
remain on as a nonvotmg
member.

Hennessey abstained
from the vote.

The Bethlehem IDA '

is aimed at attracting
business to the Bethlehem
area through financial
assistance and other
incentives.

Hennessey worked
for two years in the
state Assembly Local
Governments Committee,
which oversees such IDAs

statewide. He said he plans .

to bring that experience to
the table in Bethlehem to
hopefuily expand the town’s

~ commercial business tax

0ld Songs to host Penzance smgerlgultarlst

- Old Songs will present singer, songwnter and
guitarist Sarah McQuaid in concert on Saturday, Feb.

27, at 8 p.m.

The concert will be held at 37 South Main St
Voorheesville. Tickets are $20 and may be reserved
by. calling Old Songs at 765-2815 or online at www.,

oldsongs.org.

Madrid-born Sarah McQuard was raised in Chlcago .

studied philosophy in Strasbourg and spent many years
in Ireland before setting up camp in Penzance, Cornwall,
in 2007 Drawmg on the traditions of Ireland America

ST. PIUS X CATHOLIC SCHOOL

‘Where faith and knowledge meet.
Dlscover‘ the d|F?er‘ence at St Pius X.

-and the UK, her music is sublime and compelling, and is

characterized by warm, velvety vocals and a distinctive

acoustic guitar style.

Sarah's third solo album, provisionally titled “The
Plum Tree And The Rose,” focuses both on early music
(including Elizabethan material as well as songs in Old
French, Old Occitan,dtalian, Middle High German and
Latin) and on originals inspired by such’topics as Bess
of Hardwick and the garden created at Kenilworth by
Robert Dudley for Elizabeth L Its release is expected

in late 2010 or early 201 1.

OUR PLEDGE TO YOU. We promise to provide the most
positive and caring school environment possible so that our
teachers can teach and our students can learn as they fulfill
their potential for academic, spiritual and personal growth.

e Catholic/Christian values and academic excellence
within a safe and caring environment.

o Blessed to serve over 700 students throughout the
Capital District.

o Grades Pre-K through eighth, FULL-DAY KINDERGARTEN
plus after-school care.

o Now OFFERING FULL-DAY PREK for 3 + 4 year olds
with after-school care.’ '

» A Middle EStates Association Accrédited School.

Call 465-4539
for a personal tour.

FINANCIAL AID

Chlldnen Leor*n \th:nL They Live

Open House Ttuespar. FEB 23,2010 - 6-8 PM

5T. PIUS X SCHOOL Upper Loudon Rd., Loudonville, 1 mile south of Siena College, off Crumitie Rd.
PH 465-4539 | FX 465-4895 | EMAIL stpiusxschool@nycap.rr.com | www. stpiusx.nycap.rr.com

x
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base by providing “some
good,.clean economic
development to the
town."”

He said the IDA should
look to small, local startup
business in addition to
considering larger
national companies for
placement in town.-

Hennessey works in

the Medicaid Inspector

General's Office.

The next IDA meeting
is Monday, March 22, at 8
a.m. at Bethlehem Town
Hall.

SPIRITS -

FOOD -

In other husiness:

«, Former Zoning Board
of Appeals Chairman’
Michael Hodom was
recognized for his 20 years
on the ZBA, including
16 as its chairman.
Supervisor Sam Messina
presented him with a
formal resolution.

“You have done a great
job and been a credit to
our community,” Messina
said.

Hodom received a
standing ovation from the
audience.

* The Town Board
voted 4-0 to authorize
the supervisor to sign an
Administrative Services
Contract between the
town and IDA for the year
2010. )

Hennessey abstained,
citing his position on the
IDA.

The contract stipulates
the IDA reimburse the

.town for what services

it uses while conducting

business at Town Hall,

where the entity is

headquartered and meets.

The projected payment for

2010 is 550,000, according

to Town Comptroller.
Suzanne Traylor.

* The board voted 4-1
to renew the agreement
with the City of Albany to
set the 2010 tipping fee
for use of the Rapp Road
landfill.

Councilman Hennessey
dissented, and later said
he did so becaiise he has
reservations about the
proposed expansion of the
landfill.

MUSIC

SATLIRDIIEY NIGHT

"TawER OF
PRIME RI1IB NITE”

A 14 cunce slow rogsted prime rib ubbed with chef's
blend of splces served with pototoes & vegetables
LET'S Do BRUNCH
Saturday & Sunday  10AM - 2:30PM

Reservations required for Pdre Rib Night
“axcludarspacial evants nighls

FRANKLIN TOWERS 414 BROADWAY DOWNTOWN ALBANY ¢
CALL 431-1920 FOR RESERVATIONS OR MORE INFORMATION 3

518.383.4870

20% OFF ALL JEWELRY

SILVER PARROT

UNIQUI LY AFFORDABLE -

CLIFTON PARK GENTER . STUWVESANT PLAZA
5184382140
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Altamoni Elementary art
teacher Trisha Zigrosser
finishes up her work on
the mandala display in

- the library. Her students
came up with the idea o
create mandalas for the
Haiti relief effort after she

" tofd them of her own efforts '

to raise money by selling
antwork .
Ryan Munks/Spotlight

Students aki circles
to round up relief funds

Altamont art classes
make mandalas to
raise money for Haiti

By RYAN MUNKS
munksr@spotlightnews.com

AnAltamont Elementary
School art teacher and her
students are undertaking
a project that uses their
artistic abilities to help
raise money for relief
efforts in Haiti.

Trisha Zigrosser, and her
third-, fourth-, and fifth-grade
students created “mandalas”
that will be’sold in a silent
auction at Guilderland
Public Library during the
month of February. The

" money raised from the sale

will go directly to Convoy of -

Hope, a relief organization
working with the Haitians
following the devastating
earthquake that struck in
January.

According to Zigrosser,
mandalas are circular
images that capture the eye
using symmetrical patterns
and contrasting colors.
Her fourth-grade students
used construction paper to
create their patterns, while
the fifth-grade-students
_used gel pens.

“Theéy’re made in a lot
of different cultures. I told
them about Tibetan monks
who make Mandalas ' out
of colored sand,”
Zigrosser. :

She told her students
a story about a group of
refugee Tibetan monks
who visited Kansas City,
Mo., a few years ago and

spent days meticulously .

placing each grain of sand
to create a mandala in the
city’s Union Station, only to
have awandering 2-year-old
walk all over the design,
forcing them to start over.
To teach her students a
lesson in patience, she asked
them what they would do if

they were in the monks’
situation.

" The idea of auctioning
off the mandalas came from
Zigrosser's own efforts to

- use art to raise money for
the relief effort.

" “I do a lot of my own
mandalas, and I told them

- I was doing them to raise

"money for Haiti,” she
said.

The students then -

approached her with the
ideatojoin herin her effort
to auction mandalas to
benefit Haiti.

She said all the students -

said -

who created mandalas

were given the option’

to keep their artwork or
donate it to the relief effort.
Approximately three-
quarters of the students
chose to donate their
artwork.

The proceeds from the
auction will go directly
to the relief organization

- Convoy of Hope.

According to Convoy
of Hope, it is a “nonprofit
organization [that] feeds
the hungry and provides
pure drinking water to

people in need across the -
United States and around,

the world. To date, the
organization has provided
real help to 28 million
people in 112 countries

- and 45 states.”
“It's an organization .

that’s in Haiti now. They are
bringing in food, water and
other things to help out,”
said Zigrosser. “The good
thing is they were stationed
in Port-au-Prince already
[before the earthquake],

providing assistance to the .

Haitians.”

Mark Curiale, public
information officer at the
library, said the mandalas
also serve to brighten up
the library.

“They’re beautiful. They

bring a little bit of color in

a long gray winter,” said
Curiale.
The Guilderland Public

Library generally does not
host fundraisers; however,
according Curiale, an
exception was made due to
the dire situation in Haiti.
“We generally have a

- policy against fundraising,
-but since this is going

toward Haiti, I made an
exception,” said Curiale.

He said thelibraryhasa
close partnership with the
schéol district, and each
spring hosts a display of
artwork from across the
district. :

This year the work of
the elementary school
students will be on display
from Thursday, April 1,
to Tuesday, Apri 20, and
the high school students’
work will be displayed from
Wednesday, April 28, to
Thursday, May 20.

“The high school
talent really blows you
away,” sai¢ Curiale,
adding that the younger
students alsc show a
great degree of technique

-and creativity.

The fundraiser will
remain on display until

Sunday, Feb. 28. Library |

patrons can bid on the
artwork by writing down
their bid and contact
information in the blue
book that is located on the
table next to the display.
In the beginning of March,
winners will be contacted
by Zigrosser.

GRAND PURIM
BRATIONS

Children’s Pre-Purim Fair
. At the Bethlehem Public Library
! Sun. Feb. 21 stfrom 2-3 p. m.

Purim in Israel
Sat. Feb. 27" at 7:.00 p.m.

« Fresh Falafel ~ +Hamentashen
" « Live Music _ * Crafts for the Children
« Graggers ..+ And much more!

Chinese Purim Dmner
Sun. Feb. 28" at 4:30 p.m,
Only $10 PP, max. $25 per family
‘At the Chabad House of Delmar
109 Elsmere Ave. 439-8280 g
E-mail; DelmarChabadSnmon@gmall com‘_l

Employees petition
N.S. board about
salary schedules,

longevity pay

By RYAN MUNKS
munksr@spotlightnews.com

The New Scotland

Town Board has faced

its share of flak in recent
years, but the barrage of
criticism members heard
at the Wednesday, Feb.
10, meeting had nothing to
due with the size cap.

A number of town
employees were on hand

- to petition the board for

a long-sought pay raise
and raise their opposition
to the re-hiring of a
bookkeeper who left the
town for a higher-paying

job, only to return after.

being offered a $2.77 per
hour raise.

A letter to the Town

Board, read by Patty

Guertze, and signed
by seven other town
employees, said, “There
have been countless
discussions regarding
salaries and each year
discussions become more
contentious and drawn
out. The possibility of
salary schedules are often
discussed during each

) workshop but never acted

upon.”

. A similar letter SIgned
by 14 employees was
also presented to the
board. In total, 22 of the
38 employees who work
for the town's various
departments petitioned the

board about the adoption
of salary schedules and
increasing longevity pay.
The issue that prompted
the discussion was the

rehiring of Lisa Boehlke, a-

bookkeeper for Supervisor
Thomas Dolin who left her
$18.73 positien in January
to work for the Town of
Coeymans for around $27
an hour. According to
Dolin, Boehlke agreed
to return if the Town
Board raised her salary
to $21.50. ’

After considerable
discussion and debate,
the Town Board
eventually approved the
appointment in a 3-2 vote,
with Councilman Rich

Reilly.- and Councilwoman -

Deborah Baron casting
the dissenting votes.

“The vacant position
was not post or advertised
tothe public. Lastweek we
were told that the original
bookkeeper was coming
back at.a significantly
higher hourly rate,” said

. the petitioners in their

letter. “If an employee
resigns and returns,
pléase explain why they
should be rewarded
with a 15 percent hourly
increase.”

Dolin said that the
boekkeeper is a crucial job
that helps to manage the
four to six million dellars
the town.spends each
year. He said the current
bookkeeper, Melanie Ernst,
could not maintain the 35
hour week she is working
and the need to replace her
is immediate.. :

; L|ke your business and Capltal Bank.

At Capital Bank, we focuson building relationships with our business customers.

~ (all today at 434-1212.

CAPITALL
- BANKUQOY

Banking on Relationships. |-

Wolf Road # Newton ¢ Plaza Clifton Park
Stuyvesant Plaza ¢ Washington Ave
wuw.capitathank.com

Town under fire for rehire

“] just on a whim called
up Lisa Boehlke ... I talked
salary with her and she
said she would come back
for $21.50 an hour,” said
Dolin. “It’s my personal
appomtment1 I didn’t see
any point in advertxsmg '
t”

The concerns raised
by the town workers at
the meeting were that an
employee left the town,
and a short time later
was able to. return at a
higher rate than when she
had left, whereas workers
who remain in the town'’s
'service had not received
araise. '

The issue brings light

"to a greater issue affecting

the town's workforce: the
lack of salary schedules
and the lack of a raise
in longevity pay. Unlike
larger municipalities, the
Town of New Scotland
does not have a salary
schedule tied to each
position. Raises in the
town are done on a case-
by-case basis.

Dolin said that a
problem setting a salary
schedule is the town
does not have specifically
defined jobs. “We don't
have a person _that does
typing all day. They do
many jobs,” said Dolin.

According to Geurtze,

- she works for the Highway

Department, Waiter &

Sewer Department, Parks_

Department, and Animal

Control.

. Councilman Doug

LaGrange and Baron will
" [0 Town Page 12
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Pme Bush recewes gold ratmg for gomg green

Discovery Genter
recognized as one of
area’s most
environmentally
friendly buildings

By RYAN MUNKS
munksr@spotiightnews.com

It's been a good two
weeks for the Pine Bush
Preserve Commission.

- On Tuesday, Feb. 2,
the Town of Guilderland
dedicated 191 acresoftown
land to the commission,
and a week later the
Pine Bush Preserve’s
Discovery Center was
recognized as one of the
most environmentally
friendly buildings in the
Capital District.

"On Tuesday’ Feb.
9, the Department
of Environmental
Conservation announced
the Discovery Center
received the Leadership in
Energyand Environmental
Design (LEED)} Gold
rating, awarded by the
U.S. Green Building
Council.

The building, located
onNew Karner Road, was
.once a bank; however,
in 2004 the Pine Bush
Preserve Commission
began the process of
converting the building
into an environmentally
friendly learning
center.

“What initially began
as an effort to achieve a
Basic LEED level rating,
soon, with an energetic
design team, turned to a
goal of Silver and ended
in Gold,” said Albany
Pine Bush Preserve
Commission Executive
Director Christopher

ABOVE: The solar panels at the Pine Bush Discovery Center provide power to the building,
and any additional energy that is need is bought from a wind farm.

RIGHT: The center's new bathroom facilities use only one third of a cup of water per flush.
The toilets operate using mostly gravity to send the waste into a tank heneath the surface
of the ground. Once there, the waste is separated into liquids and solids, and Ile solid
waste is left to decompose over the course of five years.

Hawver, in a release.

The New York State
Energy Research and
Development Authority
(NYSERDA) provided
$103,000 to help the
center achieve its gold
rating. “The work to
attain LEED certification
demonstrates the Pine
Bush Commission’s
commitment to protecting
not just the ecology of

" the Pine Bush Preserve,
but the environment as
a whole,” said Francis J.
Murray, president. and
CEO of NYSERDA, in a

release.

Director of the
Discovery Center,
Mike Venuti, said the
efforts achieve the
certification began with
the deconstruction of the
old bank. :

“We were actually able

to recycle 97 percent of .

the materials discarded
from the building,”
said Venuti.- Some of
the material recycled
was wood, metal, wall
supports, and 700 tons
of asphalt, which was
eventually replaced with

JOHNFRITZE JR, JEWELER

DelmarJ NY

Would you like to hold a gold party
with someone you can trust?
Please call us for details.

—
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SAINT GREGORY'S
SCHOOL FOR BOYS
T Lrown. T Achdwen Tie Ui

s Your Child One in a Million?}

At Saint Gregory’s, we think so . . .
Small Class Size
Individualized Attention
Leadership, Character, Morals, Manners
Academic Excellence

Full Day Coed N, PreK,K; All Boys Gr1-8

Open House: February 28
12:00 - 2:00 p.m

Convenienu’j; located 1 mile off the Northway

121 Old Niskayuna Rd.
Loudonville, NY 12211

Ph. 518-785-6621
www.saintgregorysschool.org

MS“

Ryan Murks/Spotlight

native landscaping. This
included pitch pines, oak
trees. and the addition
of the Discovary Trail
through the hzbitat.
“We were also able to

take advantage of ebay,

and sell stuff left over
from ~he bank he said.
The cantér so.d the teller
stations, mnd:)v.s and
even the Vacuum system
that was used ir: tke drive
through.

Aiter the
environmentally frugal
deconstruction of the

bank, the center zontinued

its go-green approach in
building the new facility.

“It took something
as larze and sigrificant
as solar panels, and
something as small as a
parking spacé, or dicycle

‘racks,” said Venuti.

The solar panels
located outside the
building provide power
to the building, and
any additional energy
that is need is bought
from a wind farm. In
an effort to encourage
environmentally friendly
transportation, the
parking lot outside the
building has the closest
spaces reserved for
car poolers, and people
driving low emission
vehicles.

The center also installed
a new air conditioning
system, called amultistack
system, that saves energy
by only using as many of
its four motors that are
needed at a given time.

Feders Cred $ Ubn
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Warmth of Wine is on FACEBOOK at http://tiny.cc/wow33

A Community Effort to .
Help Seniors Stay Warm

February 25, 2010

5:30 p.m. ~ 8:00 p.m.
The'Century House, Lotham
Tickets: §50/person -

Please RSYP by Fridoy, Februery 19,2010

You con make your reservetions with
PayPal ot www.colanieseniars.org

o .

Contact Danielle ot 459-2857 ext. 319 os
warmthofwine@olonieseniors.org

R

“The old system was all
or nothing...this system
will give you increments
of 25 percent,” said Venuti.
To date, the system has
logged 54 hours of all four
meotors operating, while it
logged 3043 hours of only
one motor operating.

Among the
most interesting -
environmentally friendly
additions to the facility
are the bathroom facilities*
that, according to Venuti,
used only one third of a
cup of water per flush,

The toilets operate
using mostly gravity to
send the waste into a tank
beneath the surface of

"the ground. Once there,

the waste is separated
into liquids and solids,
and the solid waste is left
to decompose over the
course of five years.
Venuti said the compost
canbeusedforhorticulture,
and landscaping, but

- not for food crops. He -

also said where you live
depends on whether the

. compost can be used or

not, and New York State
regulations would not
allow the utilization of the
compost. ’

While not usable, he
said the composting of
waste, and the many other
additions to the facility
are to demonstrate what
is possible. He said,
“The Discovery Center
provides options for
people to think about, to
look at and see what is
achievable.”

He also said from here
on the goal of the center
will be to maintain its
go-green environment.
“Once you get gold level
of LEED certification you
have to maintain it, that
would be the minimum,”
he said.
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G’land teachers tout
collaborative method

Board hears how
practice is
improving instruction
in the classroom

By RYAN MUNKS
munksr@spotlightnews,com

Administrators and
teachers gathered at the
Tuesday, Feb. 9, meeting
of the Guilderland Central

.School District Board

of Education to discuss .

collaborative instructional
practices used in the
district.

According to Assistant
Superintendent for
Instruction- Damien
Singleton, collaborative
instructional practices is
. aprogram geared toward
primarily special needs
students, but it benefits
all students. _

“We had a very difficult
* time pulling this one
together; quite honestly,
not because of a lack
of best practices, but
- because we have far too
‘many,” said Singleton.

- Bonnie Bailey, the
district’s administrator
. for special programs at
the elementary level,
described the practice
of pairing up a general
education teacher with a
special education teacher
to'more efficiently deliver
services to students.

“It's really considered
best practices for
students, with and without
disabilities,” said Bailey.

She said in the past
two years, the district
has moved toward
- clustering students by
~ needs, rather than having
special needs students
evenly distributed among
different classes,

“QOur journey that we
are embarking on is to get

IN BRIEF

to co-teaching. We don’t
feel that we are there yet;
it's a process,” said Bailey.
“Two people are better
than one is the bottom
line, and all students
benefit.” -

After the administrators
were finished describing
the program, the teachers
weighed in on the effects
that collaborative teaching
has had on them and their
students.

Joanne Gabriele, a
first-grade teacher at
Lynnwood Elementary
School, described her
collaborative efforts with
reading teacher Heather
Kennedy.

She said the
partnership has helped
gear the children’s minds
towards learning.

“What’s really valuable
isthatourkids are hearing
the same language. ...
We're spending less
time with transitions
and rounding them up,
and more time with
curriculum, fun, down
time, read atouds ...”

She also said that
having another teacher
working with her is
helpful because Kennedy
has a greater level of
understanding of what
challenges she is facing
in the classroom. In
previous years, she would
seek support from other
teachers; however, with
collaborative teaching the
supporthas become more
valuable,

“The difference is
now | am working with
someone who sees what

1 see,” said Gabriele.

- Kelly Tynan, a special
education teacher at
Altamont Elementary
School, described liow
collaborative teaching

Photojournalist
to talk on trip

Photojournalist Connie
Frishee Houde wil] talk

about her recent trip to .

Afghanistan on Sunday,
Feb. 21, at 11:45 a.m. to
12:45 p.m. at the First
Unitarian Universalist
Society of Albany on
Washington Avenue.

For information visit
www.albanyuu.org .

Free cancer

screenings slated
Capital Regionresidents

who are uninsured or -

underinsured can receive
cancer screenings free of
cost through the New York
State Cancer Services
Program.

The March 4 screening
will take place from 9:30
a.m. until 1:30 p.m. at

.

Capital District Wellness
and Medical, PC. The
March 5 screening will

‘take place at Koinonia

Primary Care, and the
March 16 screening will
take place at St. Peter’s
Health Care Services from
4to 7 p.m.

has transformed her role
as a special education
teacher.

“The most powerful
shift for me was being
seen as another teacher,

'as an equal part in

”

the relationship,” said

- Tynan.

Elizabeth Whiteman,
a fifth-grade teacher at
Pine Bush Elementary
School, said that working
with learning workshop
teacher Sandra Worona
has helped her more
effectively meet the needs
of her students.

“What's great is that
when Sandy isin the room,
it essentially reduces our
student-to-teacher ratio
s0 we have more time for
one-on-one conferences
with the students,” she
said.

Collaborative teaching
is also recognized as a
best practice at the high
school level.

“Collaboration at the
high school level is a key
component to modern
high school reform,” said
Guilderland High School
Principal Brain McCann.
“It serves as a dynamic
means of breaking
through the limitations
of the departmentalized
modern American high
school.”

At the end of the
presentation, School

Board President Richard .

Weisz said the report was
awelcome change of pace
at the meeting.

“It’s always gréat to
see how enthusiastic our

- staff is in teaching, and

it's always great to have
a board meeting where
we are actually talking
about teaching practices,
as opposed to some of the
other things we have to

Delmar Carpet Care

QUALITY CARPET CLEANING

* WALLTO WALL
. UPHOLS'[ERY

439-0409

Team 12-Farce trlumphs

Christian DeFranco,

- ORIENTALS AND AREA RUGS

E-mail a [etter
news(@

spotlightnews.com

il

Tim Barrett [

The 19th annua!
New York State Museum’s

eW VOr

DUODD

Presented by

1f¥Cg notioh at work -

That e ' Smare Wi e 2 pragram of Thee dibve ey o she Seate of eew Tt 1

A Benzfit for the Museum’s Award-Winning After-School Programs

@
)
loof“

erary 19-21 20%

ok’nb

COver 100 Exquisite Floral Displays
- Stunning Table Displays

Demonstrqtions e Children’s Activities
Fresh Flowers for Sale (February 20-21)

Sugar Maple Café

Friday—-Sunday * 9:30 am-5:00 pm
Friday $5.00 * Saturday and Sunday $6.00*
*includes entry to Gem, Mineral and Fossil Show & Sale

' Children ages 12 and under free when gccumpanied by an adult.

Limited free parking Saturday and Sunday in Iots east and west
of Museum and in East Garage {corner of Eagle and Madison)

For mere information, call 518-474-5877 or visit www.nysm.nysed.gov/

- (Epolieht]

TR

NEW YORK State
Museum

. Support for the after-schoo! progrom is pravided by:

SEFCU « Paradigm Capital M

] Eight Bethlehem boys recently made

arohot, above, as part of the Science
Project Competition held by the First
Lego Leaupe. The Legn League is
an international organization thal
encourages young people to explore
and aspire intechnology and science.
Team 12-Force, as the local boys
cail themselves, taok first place.
Top row, from leit, are Matt Hooper,
lan Myers, Maxim Couillard and
Corbin Balzan.Botlom row are

Ben Rippel and Seth Shoenblum.
Their coach is Steve DeFranco.
" Submitted photos

Ben Spence,

Come To The
Cabanet!!

8 weekly sessions of voice and dance training,
culminating in a musical review featuring Disney

Who?  Studentsin Grades 5-8
What 7

show songs.
Where? Delmar Reformed Church
When?

Rehearsals: Choice of Wednesdays.or Thursdays
beginning on Wednesday, February 24

Performance: Wednesday April 21
Tuitiorn? $160, includes t-shid
Contact  Michelle Sanders: 5270305

e

Pnces Good Thru 2/20/10 » Tues®ay-Friday 9-6, Saturday 8-5, Ciosed Sunday-Monday

Y \‘ ' “Quality Always Shows”
M L\/@ Py %, *WE SELL U.S. PRIME BEEF
PRIME BUTCHER SHOP W e e R DS rors
©- SLINGERLANDS, ROUTE BSA » PHONE/FAX ORDERS 439-9273 T&
ALL HATURAL CERTER-GUT RIB ' ALL NATURAL " USDA PRIME
PORK CHOPS WHOLE PURK LOINS RIB SéEAKSgﬂRgRﬂAST
1E b
$21 9'-3- CHOPS - mBs nonsr , 8 1B.
[comniansnve | It makiy |t ccam— OUR OWN
Ss?AR_; ngs ITALIAN SAUSAGE || o SWiSScHeese VEALPATTIES
LB. ) $1 99u"s. s499m. 99LB.
t‘;vs"%:ea:‘mss STRIP LOINS.—............... 565, GROUND cm}&ms OR MORE sqo9
u s b.A. um:cE & HIGHER 19229, GRDUND ROUND $27°,
WHDLE TENDERLOINS PEELED . 112 GROUND STRLOIN ean i s999

lina}



" -,-.Thursday, -Feb.
‘meeting the board will,
“vote on”a motion to

~include a provision to,
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- Motel owner wants refund Amanda s Law a|ms to
elminate ‘silent killer’

- Colonie motel owner
says housing
‘registered -
sex offenders
is-not profitable

By DAN SABBATINO
sabbaitnod@spotlightnews.com

Housing registered
sex offenders is not
profitable, at least
according to one of the
town's two miotel owners
with a license to do so.

Town attorney Mike
Magguilli said the
Sycamore is licensed
to house sex offenders
through October 2010,
but its owner, Sam Patel,
is asking for a refund.

“The law is written
right now for no refunds,”
Magguilli said.

At .the +town’s
11,

give Patel a prorated
refund for the remaining
eight months on his
license. Patel paid $1,590

-

to keep nine points
worth of sex offenders,
each level of offense
equaling one point.

The law requires
hotels that house sex
offenders to prominently
display a notlce that
they do.

“The intent of the law
was just that,” Magguilli
said. _

An Albany County law
that restricted where sex
offenders could live was
repealed in July, he said,
but a possible appeal to
keep it in place is still
possible. The town has
no plans to change their
law, which places a point
value on the number of
registered sex offenders
each motel can house.

“The Albany County
Law was overturned by a
lower court,” Magguilli
said. *] don’t know
what effect that has on
.Colonie.”

Other places could
still send registered sex
offenders to Colonie
because it’s easy,

-
-

Magguilli said. He said
the law restricting the
number of sex offenders
in each hotel has been a
success.

He said the state,

the Division of Parole,

Schoharie County and
Rensselaer County are
just a number of other

places who regularly

bottlenecked registered
sex offenders to
Colonie. :

“It was just easy for
all those places to send
them here,” Magguilli
said. -

The Skylane Motel is

the town’s other facility -

licensed to house sex
offenders.

At one time the town
had as many as 148
registered sex offenders
living in"the hotel, but
now that number is
closer to 30, Magguilli
said.

“We’'re watching
this very.closely and
we're enforcing it very
closely,” Magguilli said.
“It is working.”.

» - -
~-

3 _ »

-

[ Town
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work together to speak

will town employees .
in an attempt to gauge-

each town employee’s
responsibilities in the
effort to more clearly
define their position.
“This is a can of
worms we're opening
up,” said LaGrange.
“Some people will see
they're overpaid...so_me

B
i
H
|
i
0

J oseleI Montone&Conb y,Inc.

TAX & ACCOUNTING SERVICES
ERAon

Don't be over charged and under semoed'

will find out they are
<underpaid.”

In the end -of the
meeting, the town voted
in favor of rehiring of
Lisa Boehlke in a 3-2 split
decision.

Dolin, LaGrange
and Councilman
DanielMackay voted in
favor of hiring Boehlke
at the $21.50hourly rate.
Mackay said “it sends a
signal that we need to
address the pdy scale
issue.”

Reﬂly and Baron voted

1502 STATE STREET * SCHENECTADY, NY
518-374-0680
E-mail: jmontone53@gmail.com

12304

sl

Kayra’s
Tree Removal &

- Clean Up Services.

'Free Estimates » Senior Discounts
Fully Insured » Unbeatable Rates

paes
Y Q&&hmgtoﬁw!datowngfamiw

_ Aloving couple wishes to adopt a
. newbom into a home filled with
happiness, secunty and endless love.

Please contact Brendan & taura todayt

- 1-800-991-0782

adoptbaby2009@yahoo.com
ywummﬁﬂmmmammﬁm&de

EAPCNSES PAID

agamst the measure.
Baron said, “I prefer we
hire her back at the rate
she left at.”

Reilly said, “Until we

can take a look at this at
a global level, I am not
comfortable giving her
a higher rate.”
- After the vote, Mackay
called on the board to
expediently address
the salary issues in the
town,

“We have to address
this, “ she said. “It's been
five years ..: this board
has to address thlS

F b
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Carbon gnpnoxitie,
detectors will be
mandatory in most

an attached garage will
be exempt. 7
Carbon monoxide

homes Feb. 22 gets its spooky moniker
OO —— because the gas is
By CHARLES WIFF .odorless, tasteless.and
wiffc@spotlightnews.com - invisible. Those exposed

to it-may experience
dizziness, headaches and
nausea and, if exposure
of large enough levels
continues, eventual loss
of consciousness and
death:

Amanda Hansen,
would probably still be

_alive today if it wasn’t for
a faulty boiler.

The 16-year-old
Western New Yorker
succumbed last summer
to’ carbon monoxide
poisoning while sleeping
over at a friend’s house.
Less than’a year later,
“Amanda’s "Law” is
requiring New York
property owners to
install CO detectors in
an effort to prevent what
is.khnown as “the ‘silent
killer” from clalmmg
other victims. . ..", 7

The law*applies to"
any residence with fuel-
serviced appliances and
goes into.effect Feb. . end up saving Bves."

.22. A detector must be |
. installed on the lowest
floot with a bedroom,
‘or in apartment units.
Homes built after Jan.
1, 2008, must have hard-
wired detectors, not
battery powered ones.

Violators are subject
to a civil penalty of up
to $100.

Additionally, the law
compels contractors
replacing "an.appliance
emitting CO, such as
a gas hot water heater .
or furnace, to install a
detector if one is not
present in the home.
‘Only homes served
entirely by electrical

- monoxide is difficult to
detect and its symptoms
are often accompanied
by disorientation

dangerous, said Selkirk

- William Borger.-
“You can't tell when
s.your apphances ‘are
’malfunctlomng, and [a

“said. “This law isa good

cheaper detectors means
that most landlords
.-should "be=able- to
meet the requirement,

the Capital District
Association of Rental
Property Owners.

think that we don’tlike to
_spend any money, and it's
true that bottom lines are

the cost of a CO détector
right now ...

you not do it?” he said. “I
think overall we support
it. We realize it's going to
save lives.”

McCrae added that
many of the association’s

flij-"‘ il
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VISIT WWW.ALBANYR

(CHEER ONTHE RATS AS THEY
LOGK:TO HOIST,THE GUP!

. & ‘
TCHILL'WITH THE CAFE HOLLYWOOD ICE MICE &
LWIN GREAT,PRIZES WITH ALLYOUR BUDS!

FOR TICKETS CALL 487-2244 OR

b

o

appliances and without

The fact that carbon |

makes it particularly"

Fire Department Chief

- detector] does help,” he -

= thing and-it’s" gomg to:
- be on hand’to answer-
The availability of

. said Bob McCrae of

“The public likes to’

getting really tight, but,

how could -

o ke

TIMES UNION

IVERRATS.COM CENTER

members own properties
in the City of Albany,
where a detector law has
been in place since the
mid-90s. Similarly, New
York City instituted its
own law in 2004.
Carbon monoxide

.detectors can be

purchased at most home
improvement stores
and run from less than
$20 to more than $100.
There are a variety of
models of battery and AC
powered detectors with
wide ranges of features;
some targeted at the
very young or old even
_have speech functions.
Others will provide a
digital readout of the CO
level at all times. -
Lowe’'s at the.~
Northway Mallin Colonie
will be holding a’safety.
seminar on Saturday,
Feb. 20, from 10 a.m. to.
3 p.m. Local emergency
representatives will

questions.

“We're trymg- to-.-

get local politicians, .
fire service and code
enforcement guys here
to discuss the dangers of
and the reasons why the :
law was incorporated,”
said Colonie Fire
Company Chief Mike
Powers.

He said the Colonie
Fire Company deals
with CO situations
often, especially during
the 2008 ice storm,
when people fashioned
“creative” solutions to
heat their homes.

“It's something we deal
with on a routine basis,

most of the time there's -
“no illness involved,”

he said. “Probably 75
percent of the time, it's
a malfunctioning CO
detéctor.” :

If a carbon monoxide
detector goes off or you
suspect you are suffering

- from CO exposure, it is

important to leave the
house and get to fresh air
immediately, and then

1 dial 911.

Got news?

The Spotlight
welcomes
announcements of
programs or events
occurring in our
coverage area,

Announcements
should include the
date, time, location
and cost (if any) of
the event, along with
contact information.
Announcements are
published space and
time permitting.

Submissions can
be e-mailed to news@
spotlightnews.com.

The deadline for
all announcements is
noon Thursday prior
to publication. ___
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$369,000 100 MCCARTHY LANE, ALTAMONT |
| NEW LISTING MLS#201012456 . i R EPRE

Beautiful 3BR 2BA custom home on 6.5 private acres 1st FL P SENTING FINE HOMES AND
master suite, 4 FP, FR wibar Directions-RTE 156 berween

Alamont & Voorheesville just west of Gardner Rd.. . THE FINEST PEOPLE IN THE
Mark Burlingame 424-5915 ‘ ; ’

$244,000 7240 BELLEVIEW DRIVE, GUILDERLAND |. .
NEW LISTING MLS#201012521 , CAPITAL REGION FOR 19 YEARS.

1 Comfortable 4BR colonial in great neighborhood, HW Hoors
throughout, FR w/ gas FP & 4 car garage.
Mark Burlingame 424-5915

$46,750 0 PRICE LA, NEW SCOTLAND

NEW LISTING ML5#201012464

Nice wooded lot to build your home on a quiet countty road.
Clear some of the trees for a beautiful view.

Brian Michaud 257-0401

$96,000 00 PRICE LA, NEW SCOTLAND

NEW LISTING MLS#201012468

Build your.home on the gendy stoped wooded lot 4 acres, then
walk across thé street and hike through your own private geraway.
20 Acres. Brian Michaud 257-0401

CATHY COOLEY

LICENSED ASSOCIATE BROKER

518 448.6121

ccooley@realtyusa.com

! $121,800 0 PINNACLE RD, NEWSCD'I'].AND I%GIOUSA
NEW LISTING MLS#201012366 pouith
& Stunning views loolung east. Open field and wooded in the bad(.
‘ ‘ 11.60 Acres
i L. Brian Michaud 257-0401

$141,000 00 PINNACLE RD, NEWW SCOTLAND
NEW LISTING MLS#201012471
Incredible views form the escarpment
i ' L looking east. Large open field with

. o woods in the back. 13.43 Acres.
- ) . Brian Michaud 257-0401

GT ‘BRANDLE MEADOWS 518.861.3300

www . brandlemeadows.com’

Wh@ Knows BEST? [\

A Company You Can TRUST! e, | BP0 1 302

Using our extensive experience to pmwde a wide E 1 = ¥R '

selection of construction services, including:
« Home Makeovers
» Kitchen & Bath Renovations _ _ ‘
« Home Renovations - ' For Active Adults 55+
+ Spacious Additions NEW YORK Exquisite Maintenance-Free Condominiums

. Nearly 65%
SOLD!

- = Window Replacement - S with Clubhouse & Amenities, starting at just $209,900!
I AKE ADVANTAGE OF THE HOME IMPROVEMENT . _éowfg_ﬁf Take advantage of the new $6500 tax credit! .
FEDERAL TAX CREDITS FOR ENERGY EFFICTENCY. o . i
, weorve averqystar.gentascradins ENERGY STAR 1f you hurve lived in your current kome for 5 or more years, you nuy qualify!_ .
: ‘call for your free HOMES A great opportunity...call us for details!
E estimate today! s — ?ﬂ"ﬁn‘t’éﬁ% Sales Office & Models Open: mmmumm i
llp pewecs he eavivesncat. - : Tues, Wed, Fr, Sat:, 1-4 pm '
‘ 51 8 456.1 01 o CHOSEN PR"‘“ PROPERTIES Thurs: 4-7 pm Sun: 24 pm i
www.amedorehomes.com I< Anytime by appointment &
. . e . . S . - . 1 N e e, el s..mmuumm-om
e M SOVER B
l : oy el Rte. 20 fo Rte. 146 to Altamont (5.6 meiles, left on Brondie Rd).
l o, Suprovund Yoursl wite hrewthgnce!™ ¥ - P T OR, from Voorlweesville: Rie. 156 (5.3 miles, right on Brandle Rd). 4]

~ | YOUR MORTGAGE
IMADE EASY

P For great rates, straightforward
S \ products, and practical advice,
N ) 4 call Bill today.
A T )
e ' Bill Powell

AVP, Mortgage Loan Officer

i phone: 1-518-439-4426
‘ cell: 1-518-330-7412
; wyvw, tdbank.com/billpowell

Abbey Farbsteln

| . X
| e o ] -] Over 17 Million in sales for 2009
| T o || P TRORES WE WANT YOURBUSINESS
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Stlll time to take part in Health and Wellness program

There s still time to °
participate in the Senior
Services® Health and
Wellness program. On
Feb. 26, from 1 to 2 p.m.,
Sandra Varno ofthe Cornell
Cooperative Extension will
present a free program on
“Whole Grain Goodness.”
It will be a hands-on class
including food preparing,
tasting and recipes to
incorporate whole grain
into your meals. It will be
at the Bethlehem Town
Hall, Room 101, 445
Delaware Ave. Delmar.
A “Lunch Qut” optionat
the Windowbox Café in
Slingerlands, with cost
.+ on your own, wilt be
.available.

To make reservations
for lunch and /or if you
require transportation,
call Senior Services at 439-
4955, ext. 1176.

'

Town of Bethlehem

Did you make a
New Year’s resolution
to add more exercise
into your schedule? The
Town of Bethlehem has
senior classes starting
in March including
“A Matter of Balance”
on Tuesday mornings
starting March 23,
“Lifetime Fitness™ on
Tuesday or Thursday
evenings starting March
23 or March 25, and
“Yoga-50+” on Tuesday
afternoons starting
March 16. Registration
is through the Parks and
Recreation Office, 261

Elm Ave., or by calling
439-4955, option 3.

Saturday, Feb. 20

» Breakfast at the Wolf
Road Dinerin Colonie. Cost
on your own. Bethlehem
Senior Transportation will
leave Town Hall at 9 a.m.

. Home pick up is available

on a pre-arranged basis,
(Suggested van donation:

$3)
Tuesday, Feb. 23

+Senijors in Motion — a
low level aerobic exercise
class to music. Bethlehem
Town Hall auditorium, 445
Delaware Ave., Delmar, 9
to 10 a.m. No registration
is necessary. $3 fee per
class.

*+A ARP Income Tax
Assistance Program,
Bethlehem Town Hall, 445

Delaware Ave. Delmar, 9
am -~ 3pm. Appointments
and various documents

-are needed. Call 439-4955,

ext. 1176.
Wednesday, Feb. 24

sSenior grocery
shopping for residents
of Elsmere, Delmar,
Slingerlands, North
Bethlehem and Marie Rose
Manor. For reservations,
call 439-5770.

eAlzheimer’s
Disease Support Group,
Bethlehem Town Hall, 445
Delaware Ave., Delmar,
10:30 a.m. to noon,
Caregivers of a spouse
or loved one diagnosed
with Alzheimer's disease
and other dementias are
welcometoshareconcerns,
successes, difficulties, and
experiences with others
in similar situations.
Sharing your thoughts

in a safe and supportive
environment can be
helpful. For information,
call Jane Sanders, LMSW,
439-4955, ext.1174, For
transportation, call 439-
4955, ext. 1176.

Thursday, Feb. 25

¢Senior grocery
shopping for residents of
Glenmont, Selkirk and
South Bethlehem. For
reservations, call 439-
5770.

»Bethlehem Senior
Citizens Club meets for an
enjoyable social afternoon
of games, enfertainment,
and dessert at the
Bethlehem Town Hall

- auditorium, 445 Delaware
Ave,, Delmar, at noon. All
seniors are welcome. For
specifics, call 439-4955
#1176.

Seniors invited to enjoy a concert and luncheon

Come to the Senior
Luncheon and Concert
11 on Tuesday, March 9,
at noon at The [talian-
American Community

Center. The dining- :

choices are corned beef
. and cabbhage or chicken

parmesan.

Your entertainment will
be “Guytonno”
~ Donation: $18 per
persorn.

Please make checks
payable to: CLUSTER 1L

Recycle this pdper

..Fl'ld. 'V Feb

y Onfys y 4

_n or Take-Out 4 to
Dinnat incln&us ﬁ;h fry,

Chicken Nuggets cnd Franch Fries for only *4.00
it
Nugauts, Fries, & Cole Slaw for oaly 44,00

ELSMERE FIRE HOUSE * 15 W. POPLAR DR.

| —FISII"'FRV DINNER-

.- Elsmere_Firehouse

cuary 19th
7:30 p. rln.‘
fries, and cole slav
zr;:utf :-.lﬁfli or tartar s_mm
(Fish supplied by Ted's Fish Ery)

- KiDS MEAL SPECIAL —
CHICKEN NUGGET DINNER —

_DELMAR

7

\

Transportation service
is available upon request.

Tickets are on sale Feb.
2 to March 2.

GHS musical news
The Guilderliand

" Players’ next musical will
, be “Anything Goes.”

Senior Citizens’ Night
is Thursday, March 11,
at 7 p.m., and tickets will
be available in the Senior
Office in January. Limited
transportation service
stilt available. Ticket cost

“is §3.

Town of Guitderland

SENIOR
CALENDAR

Monday, Feb. 22
. Scheduled Shopping

9 a.m. Aerobics

10:30 a.m. Strong
Bones +

10:30 a.m. Sr. Fitness

1:30 p.m. Strong Bones
+

‘M. Wallace
Property Maintenance

Excavation ¢ Paving « Sealcoating

‘Meet Dr. Lloyd

N\

Steven Lysenko, DMD -
Noman Ellenbogen, DDS

PO Box 366, 17 Maple Road
Voorheesville, NY 12186

(518)765-4616
and vi.j;it our website at

www lysenkodental.com

" Drs. Lysenko & Ellenbogen
. are pleased to announcé
% that Dr. Danielle Lloyd
[l has joined their practice.
IlAﬂﬂ
+ Siena College, she attended

graduating  from

the University at Buffalo

School of Dental Medicine
and then completed a one year residency at St.

Peter's Hospital. She is skilled in all. phases of
general dentistry. In her free time Dr. Lloyd
enjoys running, biking and traveling. As. always
our practice is welcoming new patients.

| Nikon February Instant Savings

Mowing, Spring/Fall
Clean-ups, Snowplowing,
Driveway SealCoat

Contracts Available for
Property Maintenance

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

860-7232

1

Tuesday, Feb. 23

9 a.m, Strong Bones +

11:30 a.m. Luncheon:
‘Beef Tips or Cold Plate

12:30 p.m. Bingo/
Games/Billiards

Wednesday, Feb. 24
Scheduled Shopping
9 a.m. Line Dancing

10:30 a.m. Stroag
Bones + .

10:30 a.m. Bridge
. 11:45 a.m, Sr. Fitness
1 pm. Needlecraft ’

"1:30 p.m. Strong Bones
+

Thursday, Feb. 25
Scheduled Shopping
9 a.m. Strong Bones. -
 10:30 a.m. Movie: “The
Curious Case of Benjamin
Button”
(Call ahead to sign-
- up)
1 p.m.- Pinochle/
Mahjongg

Friday, Feb. 26 _
Scheduled Shopping
10 a.m. Painting
1 p.m, Quilting

"+12.1 Megapixels for stunning prints
as large as 20" x 30",

*24x Optical Wide-Angle (26-624mm)
Zoom-NIKKOR ED Glass Lens.

RCooLP,IX PO0O

$36995 (after $30 instant .savings) -
Instant Savings valid for purchases -
made February 14-20, 2010

Nikon Authorized Dealer ¢

-

¥*

National Low Enforcement Supply

Nikon Inc. limited warranty
included with all items ~

-3
-

P
. -

kaon

At the Iiearr of the image..

NATIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT SUPPLY

226 NO ALLEN STEET ALBANY NY

12206

Your DNE-STOP LAW ENFORCEMENT SOURCE

518.724.6464

Friday, Feb. 26

eSenior grocery
shopping for residents of
Good Samaritan Senior
Housing and Van Allen
Senior Apartments. For
reservations, call 439-
5770.

¢Seniors in Motion
(see Tuesday’s activities
for details.)

e Health & Wellness
Series continues: “Whaole
Grain Goodness”. See
details above

For information on
the above or a list of
additional activities, call
the Bethlehem Senior
Services Office at 439-
4955, #1176

Wilma DeLucco
Bethlehem Sénior
Projects, Inc. .

Board Member

IN BRIEF

Library to hold

pre-Purim fair

The Bethlehem
Public Library will hold
a children’s’ pre-Purim
fair on Feb. 21 from 2'to
3 pm.

There will be
Hamentashn baking, noise
makers, mishloach manos
baskets, charity boxes,
refreshments and a raffle.
Children who come in
costume will receive a
prize.

The fair is sponsored

" by the Chabad House of

Delmar. For information,
call Clara Simon at 439-
8280 or e-mail Del18Clara@
yahoo.conm.

Preschool to

hold open house

The Creative Play
Preschool at the Bethlehem
First Reformed Church
will'hold an open house on
March 2 from 6 to 7 p.m.

The event will allow
parents to léarn about the
cooperative preschool for
children 3 to 4 yeats old
and meet the preschool’s
teachers. Registration
forms for the 2010-
2011 school year will be
available.

The Creative Play
Preschool at the Bethlehem
First Reformed Church is
located at 38 Church Road
in Selkirk. For information,
call 767-2243.

Chamber to hold

mixer at bank .

The Bethlehem Chamber
of Commerce will hold a
Chamber mixer on Feb. 25
from5to 7 p.m.

The mixer will be
at Capital Bank in
Slingerlands. The event

‘is an opportunity for

businesses to connect with
potential customers.

“To make a reservation,
call the Chamber office at
439-0512 or email info@
bethlehemchamber.com.
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‘ . N - 8 _— .. Home Performance with ENERGY STAR®

on your
annual energy costs

This is the average savings
through NYSERDA’s
Home Performance with
ENERGY STAR® program.

We can show you exactly where your home
is wasting energy and where you're losing
money AND how to save up to 40% on
your energy bills.

It starts with a Home Performance Assessment,
conducted by a BPl Accredited Contractor who
will explain what improvements can be made,
how much they'll cost, and how to apply for

" "low-interest loans or 'Homeowner Finance
incentives. ‘

Typical improvements are:

* Upgrading lighting and"appliances .
", ® Sealing air leaks ond adding insulation - Ha
" * Improving heating and cooling systems -

Call 1-877-NY-SMART or visit

- www.GetEnergySmart.org/
HomePerformance o find a
participating contractor and schedule
your assessment.

e CHANGE FDR THE
o e o s or ’ BETTER WITH
’ : ENERGY STAR

NYSERDA

Enter fo win a FREE
Home Performance
Assessment and be

/in our next TV commercial* Go to
ShiningExampleNY.com
sl NY i = for contest details and to upload

‘-\

X ANew Yark State
* Energy Rescarch and
- Developmant Autharity | .

your video.

. g ﬁﬁ%@ﬁ Become a fan at facebook.com/ShiningExampleNY.
‘Ewikker Follow us on twitter.com/ShiningExample.

*Restrictions may apply.
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(From Fage 1)

was started mainly to
honor the anniversary of
the death of two Capital
District police officers,
and has since grown to
encompass both fallen
members of law enforce-
ment and those who con-
tinue to serve.

The event generally g

raises $12,000 to $17,000,
said Capital Region COPS
President Pat Fox. _
“The money . that's,
raised is donated to the
Capital Region Concerns
Survivors,
which helps to support
and fund the families of
law enforcement officers’
that are killed in the line
of duty,” Fox said.

A tally of Friday's do-
nations was not available
as of press time.

COPS volunteers sold
unique Blue Friday ap
parel as well as 2,000
blue-dyed carnations do-
nated by Frank Gallo &
Son Florist and WGNA
was on hand to broadcast

* the Sean and Richie Show
live during the event, two
partnerships that have
extended since the first
Blue Friday in 2005.

Officers went to three
event locations Friday,
with the main event run-
ning from Denooyer
Chevrolet on Wolf Road.

Sy el e ] """‘\\"" R

Bethlehem Polize cars are parked as officers take part in lhe annual Cmu:erns of Pollce

Survivors Blue Friday fundraiser.

Officers were also at Piz-
zeria Uno off Northway
Exit 15 and at the parking
lot of the Regency Ho-
tel on Route 9W, where
members of the Bethle-
hem Police Department
were stationed.

The 9W location is a
new spot for Blue Friday,
said CR-COPS Secretary
and Bethlehem PD Sgt.
Robert Markel, :

“We figured if we did
three locations we might
get a little more busi-
ness,” he said.

Recycle this paper

Partway' through the
brutally cold morning,
Markel said turnout had,

Jbeen good.

Blue Friday is held the
second Friday of every
February, and was offi-
cially recognized by the
state legislature in 2005.
The Capital Region chap-
ter was formed the year
before, when two local
officers lost their lives in
the line of duty.

Blue Friday is a way to
remember those officers,
along with the 140 to 160

‘officers nationwide who

are killed in the line of
duty each year.
“The reason we do

Blue Friday in February

< g
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FORONLY 32995’

per month for 12 months with Free PowerBoost?.
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is because tha”s when
[Albany Police Ofﬁcer]
John [Finn] passad away,”
said Markel.

But since its inception,
the day has evolved into a
recognition of all officers.

“We decided this was
the way we wanted to
honor them,” said Fox.
“Now, we are also honor-
ing those who continue to
work and serve.”

The learn more about

local COPS efforts and to _

donate, visit www.crcops.
com,

An upcoming fund-
raiser at TGI Fridays res-
taurants in Albany, Clifton
Park and Saratoga Springs
will see $5 donated to CR-
COPS for every S $20 spent

Feb. 16, and
Wednesday, Feb. 17.

Talk

(From Page 1)

Investigators are await-
ing the result of lab tests
to identify the chemicals,
Heffernan said. .

Keenan Sanchez was
pulled from the Adams
Place house by emer-
gency workers and trans-
ported to the Westches-
ter Medical Center burn
unit. The community ral-
lied around the Sanchez
family in the wake of the
incident, raising thou-
sands in donations in a
matter of days.

Send us

your photos

Were you at a commu-
nity event recently? Did
you take a lot of great pho-
tos?

If 50, send them to The
Spotlight to have them
published in the paper.

Send high-resolution
photos with information
about the people in the
photo and the event to
news@spotlightnews.
com.

Few

(From Fage 1)

_handle large class sizes.

“It would be fantastic if
they had any experience
sitting in lecture halls and
taking notes,” he said.

Several BC teachers in
the audience said lecture
hall classes would not be
appropriate for most stu-
dents at the high school
or middle school level,
at least not before senior
year.

“As freshmen, they

4 come in and they already

don’t know how to study,”
said high school teacher
Kim Wise.

Tebbano also opened
the floor to opinions about
how to utilize the district's
six elementary schools.
There has been much
discussion about how to
even out class sizes and
deal with teacher reduc-
tions, with options in-
cluding closing a school,
redistricting, = multiage
classrooms or using float-
ing district lines.

Several residents said
floating district lines or
policies that would shuffle
Kids fror school to school

would be unfair to both-

parents and students.

Tebbano said he wished
to dispel rumors that the
district is in negotiations to
sell Clarksville Elementary
to the Voorheesville Cen-
tral School District.

“] don’t ever remember
mentioning in the last few
meetings or at any meet-
ings that we're going to
sell Clarksville to-,Voor-
heesville,” he said. “The
Voorheesville schoolgand
1 have not been talking.”

He added-such a sale
would require a district
wide vote.

. Theissue of ransporta-
tion costs was also raised,
but many questioned
what kind of savings
could be squeezed out of
this part of the budget.
One often-mentioned op-
tion would be to increase
the walking distance from
schools. There is no walk-
ing distance for elementa-
ry schools and a half-mile
walking distance for the
middle and high schools.

“The buses are still go-
ing to have to drive the
same4istance. How many
gallons of gas are we really
going to save?” countered
restdent Colleen Cook.

Others said the district
should be looking to save
every dollar possible.

Somewondered ifmore
radical options could be
pursued, such as letting

_ high school students who

have their own cars opt
out of bus transportation.

Transportation Super-
visor Al Karam explained
many of the transporta-
tion services the district
provides are mandated by

. state law.

“The state law says you
cannot give up that which
you have the right to,” he
said. “We have to provide
transportation.”

Any change to the
walking distances would
have to be approved by

voter referendum.
Tebbano _asked the
audience whether sports
teams that have commu-
nity group equivalents
should be eliminated for
a cost savings. This idea.

also garnered a mixed re-
action, with some saying ,
students who live outside

the Town of Bethlehem
borders might not have

. such opportunities.

Other audience mem-
bers said the district should
focus on retaining intramu-
rals sports because they
offer an opportunity for
participation for more stu-

dents than varsity teams,

while others pointed out
that varsity sports open the
door to college for some
students.

The budget adminis-
trators will be presenting

‘to the Board of Educa-

tion later this month will
include' the controversial
“Tier 3" reductions dis-
cussed during last year's
budget process in order
to realize about $2.4 mil-
lion in savings, which
would cover the cuts Gov.
David Paterson’s execu-
tive budget proposes.
The reductions include
many of the painful cuts
the district was able to
avoid last year, howevér,
including staffing reduc
tions. Eleven to 14 teachers
would be laid off under the
plan, as well as six aides,
one administrator, a tech
aide and a clerical position’
at the district offices. Mon-
day and Friday late buses
would stop running, some
athletics teams would be

_eliminated. and the, middle |

school pool would prob-
ably be closed.

“The problem is, what
are we going to do next
year when we’re done with

_ Tier 3,” Tebbano said.

The public will vote
May 18 on a budget the
Board of Education will
adopt in March. If that
budget is voted down, the
district can either pres
ent another budget for
approval or move directly
to a contingency budget,
which " is subjected to
state formulas to general-
ly allow for inflation while
keeping spending in line
with the previous year.

Chief Business and
Financial Officer Judith
Kehoe ‘explained that be-
cause of declining debt
service and other unusuat
factors, the contingency

budget would likely drop

to about $86.8 million
from this year’s $88 mil-
lion budget.

“A contingency budget
is not a pretty picture,”
Tebbano said. “If the bud-
get goes down, it will be
a much more serious. im-
pact.”

The Board of Educatlon
will meet every Wednes-
day through the month of
March to discuss different
areas of the budget. The
meetings will be open to
the public. The board is
scheduled to adopt a bud-
get on March 24 or 31
Details of the budget work-
shops can be found on the
district's Web site, www.
besd.k12.ny.us.

o
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How to manage credit in today’s economic landscape

By ANTHONY LANZILLO
Senior Vice President
.KeyBank

rd

ith the Credit
CARD Reform
Act of 2009 be-

coming effective February
22, approximately 78 per-
cent of American house-
holds and an estimated
181 million Americans
will experience something
new when they review
their next credit card state-
ment—a full disclosure of
their payoff time. More
specific, a notification of:

+ How long it will take to
pay their card balance i
full if making only mini-
- mum monthly payments.

¢ The total amount they
will pay, including inter-
est, if they make only
minimum payments.

* How much they need
to pay each month if they
awish to pay off the balance
in 36 months.

Intended to establish fair
and transparent practices
relating to the extension
of credit to consumers, the
Credit CARD Reform Act
is one of anumber of regu-
latory changes aimed at
providing consumers with
better information so they
can make more educated

Obtaining creditin a
tough economy

There are many out-
comes of today’s suffering
economy. Here are two:
banks have
changed; it's
a tough time
to be a con-
sumer:

The truth of |
the matter P
is, banks are -
changing for
the better.
While most
have always
acted astrust-
ed advisorsto
their clients,
today’s banks
are going to even greater
lengths to improve com-
munications and promote
financial literacy and a re-
turn to the basics of mon-
ey management—earn,
save and invest. In fact,
the down economy has
aided these efforts. For

- the first time in more than

adecade, the average rate
of savings for Americans
is increasing, and studies
indicate people are being
less frivolous with their
spending.

So 'why, then, is credit so
difficult to obtain?

Generally Speakihg, ob-
taining credit is no more

borrowing 'déisions” "™ "“"'difficult than' it has ever

Anthany I.énzlllo

been. If a consumer takes
their time and does their
homework, they will find

that banks are willing to.

lend them money. More
important, banks want
to lend them
money...they
are expected
to lend them
money.’

=% Here are four
i things every
consumer
should know
prior to apply-
ing for aloan or
line of credit:

1. What
their credit
history.is. Con-
sumers should obtain a
copy of their creditreport
and check it for accuracy.
AnnualCreditReport.com
is the official site estab-
lished by the major credit
reporting agencies to
help consumers obtain a
free credit report once
a year. Correcting credit
report mistakes can have
a big impact on credit
score.

2. What documentation
is required. Be prepared
to document two years of
income by having copies
of W-2s, pay stubs and tax
returns.

3. What the money I’S

needed for and why

4. What-is reasonable.
Sometimes, borrowers
need to accept harsh re-
alities. For example, home
values have declined over
the last two years. Asare-
sult, the amount of money

available as a loan or line

of credit against the equity

in many hontes has dimin- "

ished.

At the end of the day,
consumers need to have
a history of making timely
payments;. demonstrate
the ability to repay and
not have too much of their
income heing applied to
debt, also known as debt-
to-income ratio.

Repairing your credit
after difficult times

The challenge of our cur-
rent economic landscape
is that so many people
are struggling. Unem-
plovment is high, energy
costs are rising, property
taxes are increasing, etc.
As a result, people who
have been able to main-
tain a strong credit rating
throughout their lives
are now straining to keep
up. Many are even falling
behind.

Without question, going
through a difficult finan-
cial period can hurt your
ability to secure credit.
However, people need
to know that even with

a troubled history they
can still get a loan, and it
doesn’t take ten years. It
takes a commitment to:

s Make restitution to
debt holders.

- » Demonstrate the ability
1o repay.

* Improve debt-to-income
ratio.

Again, the ability to secure
4 loan or line of credit
‘comes down to under-
standing your financial
situation and being realis-
tic with your expectations.
As the saying goes, just
because you can make a
payment on something
doesn’t mean you an af-
ford it.

Using credit to build
and protect wealth

Despite the growing popu-
larity of wealth manage-
ment programs and per-
sonalities who advocate
that credit is evil, credit
can be a powerful tool to
build and protect wealth.
For example, credit can
help you stay liquid. That
is, credit can prevent you
from tying too much mon-
ey.up info one item, which
will provide you with more
access to cash.

Also, sometimes borrowing
is the cheaper option. For
example, if your company

offers a 401 (k) with match-
ing contributions, to not
fund your account in order
to make payment on an item
is to lose the added value of
the match. So don’t simply
discount borrowing, nor
should you automatically
liquidate a CD or get out

of an investment for cash. -

If you do your homework,

plan and calculate that the .

total interest you will pay
by borrowing is less than
the rate of return on your
investment, then borrow.
Itis a decision that will help
you build and protect your
wealth.

The truth is, the funda-
mentals of banking have
not changed. Banking is
not about caveat emptor—
buyer beware—and be-
traying the trust of clients,
For most banks, it has
always been about the op-
posité—buyer aware—and
helping clients achieve
their goals. The new regu-
lations help reinforce this
value, and this is good for
everyone, from bankers to
borrowers. .

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
Anthony Lenzillo is sentor
vice president of KeyBank
and heads the Capital
Region's Retail Banking
team. He can be reached
at either 518-257-8598

or anthony_lanzillo@
keybank.com .

Y. In debt? Don’t be afraid
o to ask for help

Falling behind on your bills can be overwhelming and demor-
alizinig. Credit counseling services can help you realize that you
have options for managing your debt. They can.even help you
develop a plan to reduce your debt and renegotiate terms with
your creditors.

Here are some things to know about workmg with a credit

counseling service.

* Youshould never pay afee for credit counseling. Many orga-
_ nizations provide free services, and resources in your community,
such as churches, banks and community developmentgroups offer
programs or can provide you with a list of professionally trained
and certified counselors who can help you.

e A credit counselor will assess your financial situation and
prov1de you with a number of options based upon your goals,
. income and expenses.

» Credit counseling agencies do not loan money. They work
" with creditors to establish an affordable path to restitution so you
can pay-off your debt.

e Many credit-counseling services offer a fee-based debt
management program. If you enter a debt management program
you will send a monthly payment to the service, which in turn
disburses your payment to creditors.

» Credit counseling is not a detriment to your credit score.
However, it can be reported to the credit bureaus by creditors,
and it does not prevent delinquent accounts from being reported
upon.

». Credit counseling does not restore bad credit.

You should consider the help of a credit counselor if you are
unable to pay the minimum balance on your credit cards, con-
sistently make late payments or are regularly contacted by your
creditors or even a collectionagency. The key is to notignore your
problems. If you slip too far into debt, credit counseling may not
be able to help.

BUSINESS SOLUTION:
Choosing the right Banker
can help improve
your cash flow.

.o

Everyone says these are challenging times for business.. As a business owner you say, so
what's new? You're always looking for better answers to things like improving cash flow. At
Key, our Business Relationship Managers take a holistic view of your company and will provide
direction on hew to expedite your receivables, slow your payment disbursements or invest
funds. For over 180 years, we've provided companies with treasury and cash management
services, strategic advice, and risk management. Talk to us. We'll listen.

g LI = - ' . "‘ L

: - Named top bank KeyBank
Contact Rick Sherwin, Business Banking  for customer sorvice.
Sales Leader at 257-8534  ~ .- ammzoos

2010 KeyCor, KeyBar is Member FOIC. i -
Key.com is a federaly rogisierad service mirk of KeyCorp, - B ORE7

At KeyBank, our Bysipess Relationship Managers have the solutions to help ' -

A
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Floral exhibits such as this one are paired with museum
displays lurmg the New York in Bloom floral show.

USgUM'’s ¢

Entertainment in the Spotlight
e PTG

: Vendors sell jewelrv minzrals, fnssuls and more al

the James Campheli Merorial Gem, Mmeral and

\ Fossil Show and Szle.
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Annual New York in Bloom and gem show wll keep cabln fever a- bay

YT oanne Guilmette calls
| the weekend's slate of
i activities at the state
museum “a great escape
from cabin fever.”

As is tradition, from Friday
to Sunday, Feb. 19 to 21,
the museum will charge
admission for the only time
all vear. But paying at the
doar entitles you to a lot
more than the museum’s
regular displays. On Friday,
" for §5, visitors can check
outthe New York in Bloom
floral show. On Saturday
and Sunday, admission is
$6, which includes the floral

show as well as the 17th

annual James Campbell
Memorial Gem, Mineral
and Fossil §how and Sale.

The fesitivities are part
of the museum’s annual
fundraising. weekend.
Proceeds will fund new
acquisitions for the
museum’s gem and rnineral
collections as well as the
museum’s after-school
programs.

New Yorkin Bloomwill offer
“an early peek at spring,”
according to Guilmette.

‘The museum is

Co.,

transformed by more than
110 floral displays, each
designed to interpret a
museum exhibit,” she
explained.

In the museum lobby
window space, eight
arrangements will form an
octagen, while inside Birl
Hall, there will be 10 table
displays created by KatsEye
Interior Design, Henry F,
Clas Florist, Designs by
Douglas, Renaissance Floral
Design, W&P Enterprises,
Experience and Creative
Design, Stickley Audi &
In Bloom, Object

Sponsored by Benson’s Pet Center

Meet Lucy!

Lucy is a petite silky soft black kitty who is
very friendly with people and other animals.
She would be free to a senior.

HOMES FOR ORPHANED PETS EXIST (H.O.P.E.)
Has a mission to give homeless dogs & cats in
Saratoga County a second chance for a wonderful life.

(518) 428-29943
info@HopeAnimalRescue.org

Bensos’'s

L Pet.Ceﬁfeﬂ .

\ 2 “

197 Wolf Road, Colonie
«. 12 Fire Road, Clifton Park
118 Quaker Road, Queensbury

.3083 Route 50, Saratoga Springs §

Obscura and The
Floral Garden.

There also will be
children’s activities,
including face
painting, on Saturday
and Sunday from 1
to 4 p.m. On Friday,
children can make
duct tape and 