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j Southgate
T %a |/ I monitors nix
mall as too bhig

- By Mel Hyman
After reviewing the draft environmental impact statement
prepared for the Southgate Commons shopping center, a grass-

rools citizens organization has issued a thumbs-down verdict on
the project as it currently stands,

Karen Bonventre, spokeswoman for Citizens Monitoring
Southgate, said the group, which numbers about 80, still consid-
ers the Southgate proposal too large.

“We are not opposed to a new shop-
ping center or supermarket in Glen-
mont,” she said. “The developers have
been terrific thus farin addressing our
questions, but we are still concerned
about the size and the impact that we
think it would have on traffic and the
quality of life in Bethlehem.

“Some people think this is a done
deal. We want them to know it's not.”

To furtherthatend, the group plans
todistribute aflier door-to-doorin Glen-
mont over the next few weeks urging
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Bonventre

Hands-on sclence study envisioned for Glenmont swamp

By Dev Tobin Parent John Traylor will present i small out- nE
Right now, it's atoo-wet and essen- the pro_]eqt to the. Bethlehem school 31;2;1 f&ggﬁgﬁtgdﬁouf d ?ﬁi ﬁ g

tially good-for-nothing corner of the boargl tomght‘forlts a]?prova:l, apd for marsh area and plant wildflowers & E

Glenmont Elementary School ?uotiSlblefundmg considerationinthe =, * adjacent field. ) ﬁ h

grounds. Mowers can't mow there, re . .

and the fitness stations there are un- As outlined by Traylor, the envi- Caﬁgzwrgg(ljd rgg;i?&ﬁ;ﬁii?g % i

used. ronmeptal science center is “an op- g b0 bu%shes and trees hop: ?:.'E:‘?‘?S'S"

. Butagroup of Glenmont PTApar-  Portunity totake unusable spaceand ;oo o wildlife— deer, frogs, . :
entsenvisionan outdoorenvironmen-  turn it into something of great value 0 o TEerflies and ﬁ ﬂ ‘? B T
tal science center, the “Big Backyard,” 0 Glenmont and the whole district.” - waterfowl” he said. “The area (T ovaerar
that would provide pupils from The plan is to dig out and expand  would become a place where kids C TR veee
throughout the Bethlehem school thealready-wetareanearthetreeline  can make connections in the natu- TS
district withanup-close-and-personal  onthenortheastern cornerofthe prop-

_experience of wetlandsfloraand fauna.

" erty, then build trails, an observation

ral sciences.”
: O SWAMFP/page 19

Parentsplan thls wetlands studyarea hehmd Glenmontschool.
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Blaze hits Delmar businesses

By Mel Hyman to the Mediterraneo restaurant as
Although otherbusinessesand  well as a vacant storefront next to
an apartment resident didn’t fare it on Delaware Avenue.
as well, fast work by firefighters The fire started when a metal
from the Delmar, Elsmere and chimney carrying exhaust from
Slingerlands fire companies Mon-  one ofthe restaurant’s pizza ovens
dayhelped keepdamagetoamini- overheated and caught the aftic
mum atlocal radio station WEMX. - on fire. A creosote buildup in the
Firefighters responded to a chimney top kept the heat in and
blaze that ignited when an oven caused the fire, according to Del-
ceiling exhaust overheated at a mar Fire Chief James Kerr.

commercial complex at 333 Dela- Elsmere Fire Chief Richard
ware Ave. at about 3:55 p.m. and Webster said thatvolunteers were
quickly went to work, able to block the fire from spread-

“’Fhey came ln and covered ing to the rear of the building,
everything,” said WEMX program  Where the radio station and hargl— |
director John Daniels.“Theseguys Ware store are located. Periodic
were great, just super. We were cleaning of chimneys and flues is -
the lucky ones “ necessary to re'cluce the possibil-

The station was offthe air fora ity 0t fire, he said. a
brief time Monday, but began An apartment located on the |
broadcasting again at about 6:30  second floor of the building was |
p.m.ongenerator power. Theonly ~gutted. Michelle Mahar and her |
lingering effect on the station was  two children, who lived in the
some smoky air, butother partsof ~apartment, lost most of their pos-
the complex did not fare as well. ~ sessions, Kerr said. The Mahar

Therewas moderate smokeand 12y was not at home when the
water damage to the Tri Village fire broke out. o
Hardware store, and owner Eric __Builtin 1929, the building was
Omer said the business might the only movie theater in town for

L o — have to relocate temporarily. many years. More recently, it
Delmar firefighters pour on the water to contain the fire Monday afternoon at 333 Delaware Ave. There was no power on Tuesday housed Vett's Garageand waslater
‘ ' Laurin Trainer/Lynn Finley Photography @0 Orner had no estimate as to  turned into a strip mall.

when the store might reopen

The firefighters did an excel- .
lentjob of protecting the merchan- Gorrection

dise, Orner said. “We want to Wild Birds Unlimfted was in-
thank everyone fortheirhelpand  correctly identified in the Home

. ~ support,” he added. - and Garden section of the April 20
. . | " There was significant damage  issue of The Spotlight.
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. @ 5"9 YIFLOWERING SHRUB SALE |
\'\—/ N ' Forsythia ¢ Hydrangea » Spirea NOW :

¥ Pussywillow e Viburnum \
Y, Weigela o Potentilla 4 X
¥ {All 1 1/2 Gallon size, ®

3§ well established shrubs) Reg. $12.99

It’s always just fun and games at FUNPLEX.

* Sail on to new adventures with a round of 18 hole R g
miniature golf in our Mystic Lagoon. ' ¥ Roseum Pmk - 3 Gal

» Aim for the perfect angle on our Bankshot Basketball circuit. : ¥ (Clear pink flowers all in

¥, full bud for May blooming)

Y reg. $3650 NOW $28.99

YSTOP GRABGRASS NOW!!

Y GREEN GOLD CRABGRASS CONTROL S8
PLUS LAWN FOOD 2533

(Controls crabgrass before it germinates,
feeds lawn with a premium slow release fertilizer)

et 50008q.Ft. Reg, $14.99 NOW $12-99
¥ TopSoil | PlaySand | Marble Chips :
¥ 4o1Bs. $1.89|50 18s. $2.89 |s0185. $2.99 ¥

¥  10BAGS 10 BAGS 10BAGS ¥
¥ For $17.00 | ror $27.50 | ror $28.50

439-9212

* Take a swing at our 10 batting cages with baseball
and softball settings from beginner to pro.

+ Plus, we've added a twist, and a sundae, too! Bﬁng the whole
femily 1o Lickety Splits for some great ice cream treats!

A great place for children’s parties, call 477-2651 and find
out how you can have a ball at your next event!

FUNPLEX-where the good times roll.. bounce...and swing!

¥ 14 BOOTH ROAD, DELMAR, NY

i

1
1
\‘ " (next to CHP, across from Elsmere School)
|

Y i
'} STORE HOURS:N PRICE-GREENLEAF INC. oo,

FUNPL x ' Mon.-Fri 8:30-6:00 - GARDEN STORE
- Y Sat. 8:30-5:00 aND

. - : Sun. 10:00-5:00 - NURSERY
Routes 9 & 20, East Greenbush ¢ 477-2651 + Hours: Open Early-Close Late . LY
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Orchard Park water
moves one step closer

By Dev Tobin

In a light rain Monday after-
noon, New Scotland officials got
theirfirst official look atthe poten-
tial well fieid for the Orchard Park
Water District.

The town is in the process of
using its eminent domain power
to seize the six-acre parcel adja-
cent'to a test well drilled last year
at the end of Smith Lane. The
land, between Smith Lane and the
railroad tracks, is owned by heirs
of the Meriah Hilton estate, with
whom several years of negotia-
tions for a sale have been unsuc-
cessful.

“Youcanseeit'sall gravelhere,”
said Supervisor Herb Reilly.
Gravel and/or sand soil forma-
tions are generally best for pro-
ducing good water yields,

The test well had found alarge
supply of water at about 80 feet,
but cannot be used as a produc-
tion well because it is too close to
theroad, where coitaminants like
salt may affect water quality.

Hydrogeologist John Munsey
of C.T. Male, the town’s consult-
ing engineer on the project, noted
that production wells would need
to be situated at least 200 feet
from the road and the railroad
tracks.

Munsey said the next step is to
drill three test horing holes on the
six acres.

“We want to make sure thatwe
put the production wellin the best

formation,” he said. “We want to
find the best water.”

Munsey noted that he had |

found three approximate testhole
sites, and would have a surveyor
locate the sites precisely.

‘After the survey, town high-
way department workers will soon
begin clearing an 10-foot-wide
access route through the lightly-
wooded area to the test hole sites.

The districtisexpected to serve
more than 100 residences in the
Orchard Park area, where many
private wells have been contami-
nated with methane, iron and salt.

Funding for the preliminary
work on the water district is
coming from fees generated by
the Larned gravel mine on the
former Tall Timbers golf course

* and member’s items from state

legislators.

Reilly noted that the account
for Orchard Park water has ahout
$180,000 in it.

District residents would have
0 approve the water district in a
referendum.

“We can'thave the referendum

until we know what the quality -

and quantity of water will be,”
Reilly said.

After years of pushing for a
water district, Joseph Cotazino of
the Orchard Park Neighborhood
Association was pleased to -see
the work going forward.

“Fromthe documentsI've seen,
this is the best way to go,” he said.

Sales tax receipts up 7.3%

By Dev Tobin
An improving economy, par-
ticularly in the retail sector, is
reflected in this year’s first-quar-
ter sales tax checks from Albany
County to local municipalities.
Bethlehem, New Scotland and
Voorheesville all received 7.3
percent increases in their checks
for the January-to-March period.
Since the controversial 8 per-
cent sales tax was in effect a year
ago, the increase resuits from
higher retail sales of taxable items,
not the increase in the tax rate.
Bethlehem’s check s
$1,398,855, upfrom $1,303,916 for
the same period in 1993, accord-
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ing to Comptroller Judith Kehoe.

Bethlehem is conservative in
its sales tax estimates, she said.
The town budget calls for $4.9
million in sales tax revenue this

- year, but Kehoe said the county

check varies from quarterto quar-
ter, so it is difficult to make any
long-range projections of surplus

revenue based on just one check.

New Scotland’s check is
$308,660, up from $287,712 for
the first quarter last year, accord-
ing to Supervisor Herb Reilly.

New Scotland has also esti-
mated sales tax revenue conser-
valively, originally calling for
$1,010,000 this year.

The town board raised that
estimate to $1,110,000 in March,
to help pay for snow-plowing over-
time and other highway depart-
ment expenses, Reilly said.

‘We finally won't be faced with
cash-flow problems at the end of
the year,” he said.

The news is similarly good for

Voorheesville, which received.

$154,654, up from $144,158 last
year. Voorheesvilleisperhapsthe
most conservative of the three in
its sales tax estimates, projecting
$500,000 for this fiscal year after
receiving $610,000 last year.

The conservative estimate
basically translates into the
village's fund balance, and alower

*)| -tax rate, at the end of the fiscal
:| - year, according to Trustee Susan

Rockmore, village budget officer.

Clyne cautmns I{ansas on Senate bid

By Mel Hyman

Albany County Legislator
George Kansas sayshe's notturn-
ing his back on Bethlehem.

Twoyearsago, Kansasbecame
the first Democrat in recent
memory to win a seat in the Al-
bany County Legislature from this
bastion of Republicanism. Butnow
he’s looking to move to the state
Senate, where he hopes to suc-
ceed longtime Sen. Howard No-
lan, D-Albany, who is retiring at
the end of this year.

Kansas, 29, says having a state
legislator from the 42nd senato-
rial district “can only be a plus for
Bethlehem.”

An upset victor over former
Republican County Legisiator W.
Gordon Morris Jr., Kansas said
he has done his utmost to repre-
sent town residents over the past
two years.

Kansas said he has spoken to
Bethlehem Democratic Chairman
Matt Clyne, but came away with
less than a ringing endorsement,

“I think Matt is being cautious
right now. He's a little concerned
about my youth and lack of (politi-
cal) entrenchment, which are
things that [ believe can work to
my benefit.”

Clyne said he told Kansas to,
“Take it easy. You might be going
a little too fast here.”

There are many potential can-
didates at this point, Clyne said,
and it would be a mistake for the
{own committee to get outin front
of someone too early.

Kansas said he participated
actively in developing an alterna

healthy s;gn thattwo’ people
from the community are |

Kansas

tive county charter, which passed
by referendum last fall and was
co-sponsor of a helmet law thatre-
quired children uinder 14 to wear
heknets while riding their hikes
in Albany County,”

Moreover, Kansas sai¢ he
pushed for passage of a “finger-
imaging” law that would require
welfare applicants to be finger
printed, but the measure was
narrowly defeated in the legisla-
ture.

Despite 2n outery by cwﬂ liber-
tarians, Kansas says he was not
trying to stigmatize applicanisfor
home assistance, but merely
trying to speed up the administra-
tive process.

While nearly a dozen other
Democrats have expressed inter-
est in runcing for Nolan's seat,
Keznsas said he is undaunted and
wiil stay the course, including a
riaa in a party primary this Sep-

~ . -Academy 'ef Enwronmenta] =

He'said be could thmk of no better area to
evote’atteuaion to.”
-“Of ; any area Id hke to be. thls is 1l: — the

library's heavy use, one area
ihat shoulc be addressed is
‘expandmg the parking lot. In
WPCOMIng budgets he sald he

tember if necessary.’

The only other Democrat who
has formally announced is Chris
Apostle, a Colonie developer and
former college professor, A resi-
dent of Newtonville, Apostle has
beeninterested in running for the
state Senate for some time and
officially launched his bid last
November — months before
Nolan actually decided to retire.

Other potential Demeocratic
candidates include Albany High
School Principal David McGuire,
County Legislators Lucy
McKnight and Robert Reilly, Al-
bany scheol board member Bar-

~ bara Allen, organized labor offi-

cials Howard Bennett and Dave
Patrick, Albany activist Joseph
Sullivan and attorneys George
Harder, Richard Honen and Polly
Rutnik.

‘None of those who have thus
far expressed interest “can pull it
off,” Kansas said. “There’s no
question in my mind that can get
out the vote and win this thing.”

On the subject of term limita-
tions, Kansas is co-sponsoring a
bill in the Albany County Legisla-
ture that would limit the terms of
county legislators to two four-year
terms, although thai may be
changed to three terms before a
final vote is taken,

“I've already announced that if
I'm elected to the state Senate 1
won'’t serve more than six, two-
year terms,” Kansas said.

Nolan, who also is part-owner
of Delaware Plaza, held the seat,
which encompasses all of Albany
County, for 20 years.

pénsiong and labor analyst for Assembly Minority
3Leader Clarence Rappleyea, thinks his area of ex-
pems_e cotu d be useﬁxl for the board parhcularly_

" : Engineers; an adviser to Co- "

fumbia University's doctoral g program and a con-

sultant on Einited Nations environmental projects.

oward,: currentlywntmg his third book onthe

‘CivilWar, wasone ofthe founding members ofthe

Civil War Roundtable, 7 "~ " = -}

warc and his wife, Paulette, hve in De]mar ‘

‘They aré e;xpeetmg their first child. .

4 | hen tives in Elsmere with his w1fe, Cynthla

; ha&e‘jwo grown daughters. .

. The sote for the hbrary seat and the llbrary’s ~
“$2.3 millicn’ budget will be Wednesday, May 4,

from7a.m, t09p.m at Bethiehem Central M:ddle :
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i "ent and’ teaches
school.

" mathroom atthe fair will g give parentsthe opportumtyto see how:
.math mampulanves,”‘ graphmg, estlmatlon and other technigues
work.

fair.

Szczech said all the school's computers w11} be grouped inone
" room for the fair. The school’s technology committee w111 éet up’
the computers to displdy the various software pri
Clarksvﬂle '
‘Shie noted the school’s resources have increased due 10 co
- tributions from the PTA, parents and the Grand Union and Pric
Chopper register tapes Programs (whxch this’ yéar provided
Macintosh computer: w1th momtor ‘two prmte ‘
““Kids'cad do'a Tot with ‘compﬁters,"imd with ‘enough equip-~1

~ ment, they can really take off and do wonderful things,” Szczech.
. sald “One goal ofthe fa1r isto glve arents a vision of what we

addmg thata parent recently picked
just SZQQVfor the sch

TAGHeuer

SWiSS MADE SINCE 1860
The TAG Heuer

1500 series.

professional
200 METERS

Stainless steel braceiet

with double safety lock.

Water-resistant to

200 meters (660 feet).

"d107) SOWIGHI0AT 1§ sun) 18nal PEEL @

Meeting Room 6

ALwAYS THE BEST PRICES ON TAG HEUER
Where You'll Never Be Malled by High Jewelry Prices Again

> 217 Central Avenue, Albany

~ Open Tues. & Wed. 10-5:30
Thurs. & Fri. 10-8:00 Sat. 10-5

463-8220

The Spotlight (USPS 396-630) is published each Wednesday by Spotlight Newspapers, Inc., 125 Adams St.,
De]ma.r N.¥. 12054, 2nd Class Postage paid at Delmar, N.Y. and additional mailing offices.

st -send addressch TheSpotlight, P.0O. Box 100, Delmar, N.Y, 12054, Subscription rates: Albany
Cou nty, one year $24.00, two years $48.00; elsewhere one year $32.00.

Herbs anyone?

people have to choose from as planting season approaches.

BriahWtkins, gener managef of the Garde Shoppe in Glenmonl, shows off the wide variety of herbs

-Elaine McLain

Adopt-a-pet at Delaware Plaza

The Mobawk Valley Humane
Society will feature an Adopt-a-Pet
day at Delaware Plaza on Satur-
day, April 30, from 10 am. to 4
p.m.

The program is being coordi-
nated by Steve Chamberlin of the
humane society. Kittens, puppies,
dogs and cats will be available for
adoption. Spay and neuter certifi-
cates will be handed out with pets

who are adopted along with lj-
censesfordogswhoare olderthan
6 months.

Families will also receive a list
of local veterinarians who will of-
fer half price exams.

Friar Tuck Bookshop in the
plaza will offer a special discount
on all pet care books to families
who adopt a pet.

The program is part of the

elebrate

Senior
Citizens

Advisory Committees
of the New Yok State a
Office for the Aging

invite you to honor

Concourse °

older New Yorkers and
celebrate the family of
: New York

10:00 a.m.

Empire State Plaza, Albany

“for “lost” alumni as part of pland

plaza’s Family Festival Day that
features free hay rides, clowns,
balloons, music, barbecue, orien-
tal delights, a craft show, pon;

rides, a petting zoo and sheep
shearing demonstrations.

The rain date is Sunday, May 1)

BCHS class of ’'74
seeks ‘lost’ alumni

The Bethlehem Central High
School Class of 1974 is searching

ning for the class’s 20th reunion,
scheduled for Oct. 14 through 16.

If you are a member of BC's
Class of 1974 and have not heard
about the reunion or know of
someone who hasn't, call Linda|
Schiavo Frangella at 475-9529)
Janice Hofaker Tighe at 477-8152,
Hank Digeser at 439-3811, Kathy
Clyne at 475-1978, John Maskin af]
475-1190 or Colleen Keating Cuny
ningham at 439-9544.

Friday Night is
COUPLES' NIGHT

“"‘%ﬁ”

! Dinner for Two|

$20°"

Includes appetizer, saled, coffee & dessert f
b

Offer expires May 16, 1994

. *Callfor Details
Not to ba combined with any other promotion,

Lie Caravelle|

RISTORANTE]

At the alian American Communtty Center §
Washington Avenue Ext. - Albany, NY -

518-456-0292
Reservations Recommended
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RCS names middle school honor roll pupils

Ravena-Coeymans-Selkirk
Middle School recently an-
nounced its honor and high honor
rolls for the third marking period.
High honor roll pupils earned an
overall average of 30 or better, and
pupils on the honorroll earned an
overall average of 85 to 89.

Fifth-grade high honor roll
Christine Anderson, Louis
Bauer, Jessica Best, Jennifer Bet-
ancourt, Julie Biers; Erica Bliven,
Chanda Brown-Bryant, Brian

Bruce, Anthony Calabrese, Daniel .

Capron, Dale Childs, Jeffrey
Conrad, Rhiannon Cramer, Phil-
lip Dennis, Matthew Deyo, Chel-
sie Dumpiers, Kristy Glastetter,
Carrie Griffin, Danielle Hall, Chris-
topher Jones and Jared Lackie.

Also, Ryan Mahon, Ashley
Maki, Diane McGurn, Sophia
McKenney, Abigail Moon, Ryan
Morse, Theresa (’Connaor, Jessica
Otis, Heather Parmelee, Kimberly
Prior, Elizabeth Pulice, Justin
Reuter, Michael Rienti, Carissa
Rosato, Valerie Ryan, Anthony
Schipano, Stephanie Slingerland,
Joshua Stumbaugh, Stephanie
Sykes, Nicole TeRiele, Erin
VanVorst, Andrew Wilsey and
Louis Zell.

' Fifth-grade honor roll

. Bridget Auclaire, Amanda
Bruno, Alisa Carter-Sikelianos,
Mark Catello, Joseph Doherty,
Samantha Eissing, Amy Felter,
Alan Galgana, Amy Gardner,
Samantha Jurtler, Sean Hachey,
Matthew Hotaling, Shawn Kross,
Andrew LeBlanc, Joseph Lepera,
and Crystal Nedeau.

Also, Sarah Nestlen, Amanda
Odum, Derek Parisi, Cassi Passa-
retti, Jessica Prior, Thomas Rein-
isch, Erin Rogers, Ariel Schaible,
Thomas Schermerhorn, Amanda
Shader, Pritesh Shah, Maria
Shear, David Smith, Shana Wright,
Matthew Wyche, Alison Zaloga,
April Zboray and Amy Zurakow-
ski.

Sixth-grade high honor roll

Lara Alicandro, Harold
Babcock-Ellis, Akra Boomer, Phil-
lip Boyajian, Kimberly Brown,
Amanda Carrk, Aja Case, James

Catalfamo, Denis. Cheney, Mat-
thew Clary, Tina Conners, Sarah
Cross, Diane Currey, Sarah Drex-
ler, Jaime Driscol, Jesse Felter,
Beth Filkins, Kathleen Finnigan,
Simeon Foulger, Amanda Gager,
Megan Gorham, Jesse Haskell,

~ Sean Haught, Stephanie Hostetter,

Thomas Johnson, Chelsea
Keneston, Joseph Kolanchick,
Bethany Kriss, James Latter, Jacob
Lehmann and Jamie Lincoln.

Also, April Matott, Kathryn
McDonald, Michael McCraw,
Colleen Moore, Laura Nicholson,
Brandy Nolan, Shannon O’Con-
nor, Nathan Orsi, Maria Orsino,
Brad Palmer, Gabriel Perez-San-
chez, Ryan Perry, Samuel Pitts,
Julia Pohlid, Siobhan Reardon,
Katrina Ross, Brandon Roth,
Nathan Seaburg, Allysa Sebert,
Carrie Siy, Jessica Snyder, Char-
les Stumpf, Robert Thompson,
Cori Tice, Brandy VanDorn, Leia

- Weidman, Christopher Wickens,

Catherine Wilsey, Anne Witheck
and Dustin Waolfe,

Sixth-grade honor roll

Larry Alberts, Mark Benedict,
Orville Boehike, Howard Cain,
Christopher Calabrese, Theresa
Carr, Thomas Connell, Anthony
Demitraszek, Bridget Driver,
Michae! Ersfeld, Katerina Fagan,
Casey Firstiun, Heather Fitzger-
ald, Tracy Garcia, Joshua Hotal-
ing, Adrienne Jurevis, Candace
Keezer, Caleb Kuhnmunch, Sue
Ellen Lewanick, Matthew Machia,
Emily Macie, Jolene McCullough,
Jessica McCumber, Amanda
McMullen and Melissa Mertz,

Also, Tiffany Millious, Rebecca
Moore, Matthew Mueller, Michael
Mullarkey, David Norkun, Victo-
ria Q’Hanlon, Jessica Pastrick, Jo-
seph Payette, Jeremy Race, James
Reilly, Danielle Relyea, Sara Ri-
bley, Amber Ryan, Stacey Shields,
ArikaSlater, Caitlin Spoor, Katrina
Springer, Matthew TeRiele, Justin
Therrten, Karlie Vavrinek, Char-
les Williams, Kerrie Wilson and
Danielle Zazycki.

Seventh-grade
high honor roll

Jeffrey Andritz, Louis Barrios,

Erin Collins, Matthew Collins,
Crystal Conrad, LeeAnn Cross,
Cara Davis, Heather Doyle,
MelissaEissing, Courtney Endres,
Melissa Eng, Christina Fahr-
enkopi; Zachary Felter, Michael
Fernald, Christopher Glassanes,
Kristyn Gordon, Benjamin Hafen-
steiner, Racquel Haldane, Michael
Hamilton, Daniel Kowalski,
Angela Marathakis, Benjamin
Mazier and Nancy McClumpha.

Also, Kara Mosher, Amy Nap-
per, Richard Nestlen, Amy Nev-
ins, Kathryn Orsino, Daniel Os-
trander, Rebecca Ostrander,
Christina Quinn, William Raup,
Jason Reuter, Jarrod Rivituso,
Gordon Ryan, Michael Sengen-
berger, Deborah Seufert, Amanda
Sickles, Samantha Skiff, Helen
Tompkins, Shayla Townley, Laura
Trombley, Anthony Tucker, Emily
Whalen, Rebecca Whipple, Sab-
rina Wilson and Paul Yackel.

Seventh-grade honor roll

Debra Boissy, Oscar Boomer,
Nicole Breen, Minard Carkner,
Anthony Celella, lan Cummings,
Stephanie Dardani, Jennifer
Distin, Ryan Doherty, Rachel
Dolan, Shannah Emnst, Junette
Figueroa, Garv Jones, Danika
Kapusta, Danielle Kellam, Lisa
Kot, Noah Lamoree, Michael Lint-
ner, Tanya Losee, John McNeilly,
Michae] Montesano, Christopher
Music and Timothy Nevinger.

Also, Sara Nolan, Daniel Papas,
Sarah- Pascale, Colleen Prior,
Tabatha Quackenbush, Kevin
Reinisch, Aaron Rice, Jeffrey Ross,
Megan Ryerson, Michae! Salis-
bury, Smita Shah, Jay Starr, Court-
ney Tallman, Raymond Tiberia,
Christen Tower-Knapp, Nicole
VanEtten, Lisa VonSchenk, Jamie
Wagner, Richard Weisheit and
Jennifer Whydra,

Eighth-grade high honor roll

Adam Ayers, Megan Bailey,
Judith Beachler, Royalle Boom-
hower, Courtney Connell, Donald
Cross, Krysta Domery, Brent
Dragon, Johnny Edick, Mark
Foulger, Brianne Francolini, Jen-
nifer Frese, Sarah Gardner, Chris-
topher Gnip, Elyse Griffin, Justin
Hausmann, Crystal Hotaling,

BRrizzrir’s FLOWERS

— 194 MAXWELL RD., LATHAM —

Bigger & Better Supply of
FLOWERIN G HANGING BASKETS,

including the new Supertunia

Mother’s Day Flowers = In-stock Annuals
Perennials :» Vegetable Plants :» Roses & Geraniums

Plenty of Parking with easy access to

our huge greenhouse showroom

Monday-Friday 9-6
Saturday & Sunday 9-5

783-3131

LOCATION

Z

QOlg Location

Sarah Houle, Emily Janssen,
Melanie Jeune, Emily Keenan,
Erin Kittle and Rachel Kriss.

Also, Timothy LeBlanc, Re-

becca Marshall, Nicholas Martin,

Alicia McCool, Ryan Merritt,
Daniel Morgan, Andrea Myers,
Thomas O’Connor, Jessica Parker,
Justin Parmelee, Debra Percival,
Kathleen Roark, Eden Roe, Lisa
Thompson, Zachary Tice, Terry
Turner, Holly Whitney, Meredith
Wyche and Krista Zimmer.

Eighth-grade honor roll

Shannon Augar, Monica
Behuniak, Shana Bender, Veron-
ica Blendell, Nicole Bonney, Chris-
topher Brown, Kristin Burns,
Rebecca Curley, Christa Diacetis,
Ashanti Edmonds, Valerie Elston,
Jayson Feliciano, Naomi Fribourg,
Kathryn Gallogly, Kirstin Hoose,
Tina Jaworski, Jennifer Jones,
Tammy Jordan, Amanda Krzykow-
ski and Jennifer LaFleur.

Also, Anthony Lintner, Amy
Maki, Kenneth Marsh, Thomas
Martone, Cheryl Matott, Amanda
Moon, Jennifer Moore, Meghan
Mullarkey, Sarah Newton, Sean
Ostrander, Steve Ross, Katie
Seaburg, Brian Shear, Leandra
Slater, Steve Tooker, Darcel
Turner, Kevin VanDriel, Jose
Vasquez, Sara Watters, Jared
Wells and Rachel Wells.

Saint Rose singers
to perform at library

The Chamber Singers, a vocal
group from The College of Saint

. Rose, will perform on Sunday, May

1, at 2:30 p.m. in the community
room of the Bethlehem Public
Library on 451 Delaware Ave. in
Delmar. *

The event is free and open to
the public.

Tri-Village Nursery
sets garage sale

The Tri-Village Nursery School
will hold its annual garage and
bake sale on Saturday, April 30,
from9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The sale will
take place at the First United
Methodist Church, 428 Kenwood
Ave., Delmar.

Donations ofitems forthe event
will be accepted on Friday, April
29, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For information, contact the
nursery school at 439-1455,

Exams to benefit
Make-a-Wish fund

Dr. Keith S. Nussbaum, a vol-
unteer for the Make-a-Wish Foun-
dation, will sponsor a Health
Awareness Week through Satur-
day, April 30.

Exams and X-rays will cost 25,
with all proceeds going toward
the Make-a-Wish Foundation.

Health Care:

A Christian Science Perspective

a free lecture by Barbara Pettis, C.S.
. A member of the Christian Science Board of Lectureship

Tuesday, May 3, at 7:30 p.m.
First Church of Christ, Scientist, Albany

Madison Avenue at Quail Street
An Alternative Health Care Solution

TRUNK SHOW

Saturday the 30th
10a.m. to 6p.m.

Meet Gene from Clarks of England;
let him show you how Clarks builds comfort
into their men’s and women’s quality footwear.
We proudly present Clarks as our
favorite footwear manufacturer with
fifty styles in our spring collection.

SHEDEPQT

255 Delaware Avenue, Delmar 439-2262
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Matters of Opinion '

’

Now is that time, again

The language of the old typing exercise,
“Now is the time for all good men ...” has
been moderated, but the spirit remains valid
today.

Now is the time for all good citizens, con-
cerned about issues affecting the quality of
the public schools, to take the time and make
the effort te inquire into the credentials and
positions of those individuals seeking elec-
tion to their board of education. And, at least

~ equally important, to peruse the condition of

the budget (and other fiscal propositions)
and to grant or deny approval to the pro-
posed level of expenditures.

In virtually any district, the total to be
spent on schools surpasses the cost of other
aspects of local government. Each year, the
school boards endure lengthy exercises in

Editorials

Butatleastnow, in countdown time before
next Wednesday's voting, is the occasion for
acquainting oneself adequately to cast in-
formed and responsible votes. The Spotlight
consistently tries to provxde the information
relevant to the questions and issues raised
by all sides, including all candidates.

Some school districts indulge in the prac-
tice of too many political officeholders, of
mailing positive appraisals of one side, just
before the annual election. This expenditure
of public funds to advocate for what the
school board wants is a questionable prac-
tice which leaves the skeptics voiceless.

contemplation of the administration's pro- .

gram proposals as these relate to expenses
and to presumed revenues. The public is
given ample opportunities over a period of
several months to become familiar with the
issues through attending board and commit-
tee meetings and ask questions. Too few
‘people take advantage of those opportuni-
ties.

Regardless, it is only good citizenship (as
well as self-interest) to speak up with a vote
when the privilege is extended, as it will be
on May 4. Customarily, in most districts the
turnout is much too small, well under the 20
percent of all those eligible which is consid-
ered an irreducible minimum for a respect-
able showing. -

Death and . . .

It was nice of Mike Conners, on behalf of
the Democratic majority in the Albany County
Legislature, to give us more than a year’s
notice that they expect to keep the high rate
of sales taxation in effect ad infinitum.

Initially, the tax was voted as an emer-
gency measure in 1992. It raised the level of
sales tax in the county from 7 to 8 percenton
each transaction. A penny doesn’t sound like
much—just one cent on a dollar—but the
action also can be described as a 14 percent
increase and, in fact, from the county/local-
ity standpoint it was a 33 percent increase
inasmuch as the county share went from 3 to
4 cents,

Asis only too well known to residents, the
temporary increase was shor tly extended by
an additional 21 months, due to expire at the

end of May of 1995. Now, says Mr. Conners,
expenses of the county (and ofthe townsand
cities) obviously are going to be.too greatto
warrant considering a retreat to 7 percent,
even with 13 months’ warning.

That sounds like a surrender before the
conditions of the battle to control costs are
even known. Advocates for the higher tax
blame “mandates” from the state. That being
so, then it seems apparent that the Senators
and Assemblymen from this area and from
all over New York are failing in the duty to
require the Governor and his departmental

heads to relieve local governments of the

burden of financing state programs, as is
claimed. Perhaps voters should be asking
their legislators (and candidates) what prac-
tical meansthey plan toemployin thisimpor-
tant respect.

Always equal hefore the law

Sometimes perception is as troublesome
as actual fault. That is the case, we believe,
with fund-raising efforts by organizations of
variouslaw-enforcement agencieswhen they
distribute stickers for the vehicles of people
who have contributed to the agencies’ cause.

In recent weeks, complaints have been
registered about fund raising by the Albany
County Sheriffs Union A question also has
been raised about the appeal made by Al-
bany County’s Sheriff, James Campbell, on
behalf of the State Sheriffs Association Insti-
tute (which supports summer camp oppor-
tunities).

People who respond to the appeal receive
an “honorary membership,” as evidenced by
a window decal and bumper sticker. In re-
sponse to suggestions that display of such
emblems may be viewed both by the vehicle
owner and by law officers as indicative of
potential favoritism, the sheriffs’ organiza-
tions deny that this is the intent or that it

works that way in practice. Well, yes—butif
the stickers have no practical application,
why bother to distribute them? It is an avoid-
able expense to the organizations’ do-good
efforts. And it certainly may create in the
minds of recipients the idea that they can
purchase good will from police agencies.
Further, non-enrolled observers may make
the same assumption of favoritism being
offered to other people.

Application of the law must be free not
only of leniency toward one individual or
group, but it must also be free of the taint of
a suggestion of inappropriate treatment.

Theboiler-room tactics of some such fund-
raising isbad enough. Buteven granted pure
motivation on the part of law officers as they
try to raise money for a presumably good
cause, they should not dangle souvenirs that
can easily give the perception of selling (and
buying) of unequalapplication oftheir umquc
powers of punishment.

Town’s processes on water
defy ‘a scare campaign’

Editor, The Spotlight:

Your articles on the town’s
planned water system have been
interesting and enlightening, I
would point out, however, an er-
ror in the phrase, “opponents of
the project have cited health con-
cerns.” It would be correct to say
“opponents of the project have
expressed health concerns,” as
extensive tests, reports, and re-
views by town, state, and federal
agencies, and the experiences of
communities with similar water
systems, have found no health
concern fo cite.

According to the April 20
Spotlight , the “Clean Water for
Bethlehem” group plans a public
awareness program. Unfortu-
nately, their rhetoric suggests a

Vox Pop

scare campaign more than a pub-
lic awareness program. This
member of the public is already
wellaware that the water supply is
close to and recharged by the
Hudson River. What more do the
opponents plan to make us aware
of? They could share the follow-
ing information:

». The source of the raw water
supply is a ground water infiltra-
tion system, a well system that
functions within the existing natu-
ral sand and gravel aquifer. (An
aquiferis an underground layer of
porous rock, sand, etc., contain-

(] WATER/page 8

Developer should hack up

claims ahout Southgate

Editor, The Spotlight:

As a Glenmont resident and a
parent of children at Glenmont
School, I have heen very inter-
ested in your coverage of the
Southgate development. [ agreed
with your “wait and see” attitude
expressed in a previous editorial
before the “Draft Environmental
ImpactStatement” was submitted.
I disagree with your latest edito-
rial, however, which beginswitha
call for comment and discussion,
but ends (before that comment
and discussion) in favor of the
project.

Itis premature to say the bene-
fits of “employment and better tax
base” should be “decisive” until

.we've explored the cost of these

“benefits.” Given the scope of the
development, an increase in town
services will be necessary; we
need to carefully consider the cost
ol these services. If we look at the
experience of neighboring com-
munities, it is clear that shopping
centers have not substantially
reduced their tax rates.

I am disappointed that a news-

paper that is proud of covering “a
lot ofground” onthe environment
is not more concerned about the
environmental impact of a shop-
ping center with 2700 parking
spaces. [ would expect to find you
at the forefront, asking the devel-
oper to substantiate his claims
about the community you serve, [
would hope that your editorial
policy not be driven by the
developer’s promisesofeconomic
bonuses which may carry high
cost’s to our communily’s quality
of life.

Anita Stein
Glenmont

.

The Spotlight welcomes letiers
Jrom readers on subjects of local
interest. Letters arve subject to
editing in keeping with our rules
of fairness, accuracy, style, length.
All letters must carry the writer’s
sigrature, address and telephone
numbers. Send them 1o Letters,
to the Editor, Spotlight, 125
Adams Street, Delmar NY 12054,
Letters may be faxed to 439-0609.
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"Somewhere fucked away

cripts,” there's an 8x10 glossy in
setting recognizable as an oval-
lvpe office. The most recogniz-
hble individual pictured therein is
Richard M, Nixon. Nearby is the
pncefamiliar figure and face of
piroT. Agnew, Thethird charac-
erintheforeground isyour Uncle
Dudley, Arogue’sgallery,ifthere
ever was one,

Elsewhere in that photo of so
ong ago are a couple of other
bents, one of whom certainly is
30b Dole. Those were what
Khakespeare’s -Cleopatra called
her salad days, a time of youth
hind inexperience Timeschanged.
Vore on this a bit later. . ..

e

In these days that foster recol
ections of Richard Nixon, [ recall
the first time I ever met him. It
vas in a dimly lit anteroom of a
hiotel’s ballroom. The Vice Presi-
Hent was there for a speech. [ was
there with an eleven-year-old
aughter, delivering somethingto
him, The Vice President had been
hbandoned by his real hosts, and
he stood around alone, a solitary
igure of quiet bearing. We took
pare of our little business, he gra-
riously provided a signature for
heready-to-be-awed little girl, and
pefore long we left,

BothSally and I remarked then,
hnd later, of the loneliness of this
man who at any hour could have

There are those who like to
ead William Safire’s commentar-
s twice weekly, in either The
ew York Times or the Times
nion. Readers of the Times
nion who look for the Safire
olumn on the Op Ed page could
e pardoned for a sense of baffle-
ent last week, for the column
hich was published there on
onday was repeated, word for
ord, on Thursday (with a differ-
nt headline on it).

Casey Stengel used to ask his
oundering Mets, “Can't anyone
ere play this game?” The Times
nion’s publisher might well ask,
Doesn’t anyone here read this
aper?” It requires a very sleepy
ditorial staffto labor over writing
new headline on a major. article
ithout recognizing material that
ad passed before their eyes not
any hours previously.

As it happened, that was the
ery day the publisher had cho-
en to announce his designation
f a new supervisor for the edito-
jal pages. There was a certain
recision in his timing, for-appar-
ntly help truly is needed there.
e question about who reads
e paper remains, for the T-U
ever hasacknowledged the weird
uplication,)

Beyond making every reason-
ble effortto prevent suchhumor-
us miscues in the future, the
mpact of the new editorial-page

bserve. Perhaps it wilI'p_rove to

hieftain will be interesting to

ichard M. Nixon, remembered

become the President (and, of
course, who later did). It was a
strong, and strange, impression

Uncle Dudley

of a public man who could -be
content to have a private time.
Approachable, amiable, but will-
ing to be a background figure for

the moment. An introspective

man; far from “Hail to the Chief”
celebratory moments. I've never
overcome the revelation of that
brief encounter.

* % Kk k

The next sharp recollection is
of a man out of office. The occa-
sion was a small gathering; it was
possible to be seated at a lunch-
eon table a few feet distant. Mr.
Nixon was the guest speaker. For
fifty minutes, he analyzed the
contemporary scene, speaking
conversationally though with
vigor and conviction—and with-
out a single note for reference. He
was then, as on many public occa-
sions in later years, a complete
master of his subject-matter:
fluent, reasoned and reasonable,
impressive. A situation to be
remembered.

* ok ok k&

‘The photograph that I've men-
tioned would have beentakennot
very long after his first inaugura-
tion. [t was ataperiod when people
who have won elections are buoy-

ut help is on the way!

be less than otherwise might be
assumed, for—as he himself
noted—he’s been responsible for
it all along, albeit in a previocus
capacity.

Constant Reader

So it seems unlikely that the
selection of editorial topics, and
their tone, will shift substantially.
There are, after all, an editorial-
page editor and a chief editorial
writer already in the masthead.
Nor is it probable that Mr. Babin
will ‘henceforth draw belter, or
that the letter-writers will soar to
higher levels of expression. Gary
Trudeau’s art will continue in its
usual channel, having been ad-
judged more akin to Op Ed opin-
ion than to the trenchant art of a
Schultz or a Larson, And the half-
page of weather forecasts pre-

sumably wouldn't be moderated -

That leaves the syndicated
columns. I like to read columns.I
evenrecall aperiod of some thirty
yearsago whenthe Times Union’s
editorial and Op Ed pages fea-
tured the views of Walter
Lippmann, James Reston, Arthur
Krock Ralph McGill, Charles
Bartlett, the down-home nature
reflections of Haydn S. Pearson—
and Marianne Means.

Marianne, who was a favorite
of the Camelot crowd, is a Hearst
writer who is the sole survivor of
that worthy group. Today, you can

ant and optimistic, on top of their _

world. What cquld go wrong?

This was also a time when the
Nixon people didn't know me,
except that I (as a candidate on

+the ticket when he was elected)

had runnearly 50,000 votes ahead
of him in this area. They cameto
know mebetter, and that meanta
parting of the ways, for sure. Not
much more than a year later, the
Nixon White House was, sub rosa,
conspiring to help defeat any Re-
‘publican who deviated from the
Nixon-Kissingerline on Viet Nam.
This seemed obvious during my
1970 losing reelection efiort, and
it was confirmed during the Wa-
tergate inquiries when a memo
sent by Charles Colson to H. R.
Haldeman soon afterthat eleclion
came to light. The memorandum
referred to my victorious oppo-
nent as “100 percent on our
side,”and recommended capital-
izing onthat advantage in some-of
their Machiavellian scheming.

* K k k ¥

How much was Richard Nixon
persanally involved in such devi-
ousness? Ever since, I have re-
garded him as primarily a tool of
the amoral people who sur-
rounded him. Can he be blame
less? Hardly, but I must add that
I nonetheless voted for him in
1972, In fact, I am one of that
dwindling band of loyalists who
voted for him three times. He had
his faults and weaknesses.

occasionally read Marianneinthe
T-U, still writing as though JFK
were.in the White House. Her
running mate is Anna Qumdlen

whose forte isto expressthe views
of what is being called “Genera-
tion X.”

There’s Mr. Safire, of course,a
couple of times a week on the side
of what might be termed enlight-
ened conservatism. Even more
erudite positions are provided on
some days by George Will, but
from there it's downhill among
the rightists who flourish in these
pages. Suzanne Fields, Cal Tho-
mas, and Thomas Sowell are ex-
tremists withoutany notable quali-
fication. David Broder, otherthan

Means and Safire, is the colum-.

nist who writes primarily as a

observantreporier. William Rasp-.

berry, like Sowell, often writes
from the standpoint of an African-
American. Garry Wills, who seems
to concentrate on hisbooks, takes
averyliberal stance. AProvidence
newsman, Mark Patinkin, isto be
found occasionally. Alawyer, Alan
Dershowitz, and a health special-
ist, Arthur Kaplan, write about
their fields.And Andy Rooney and
Mike Royko provide sideshow
relief,

That'sfifteencolumnists, other
than local; they have only twenty-
one spots each week, so their
appearances seem fleeling, if not
haphazard. But they’re handy
around Doonesbury and the
weather.

" Your Opinion Matters

~ swore to render a verdict true.

_ prohibiting use of asbestos, lead
. paint, flammable cloth, and breast

K | ‘ ) ™\
Civil jurors: collective
conscience of community

The contributor of this Point of View, a lawyer in private practice
in New York City, is president of the New York State Trial Lawyers
Association, with headquarters in Albany and about 4,500 mem-
bers statewide. Law Day is observed on May 1 each year.

By Stephan H. Peskin
On Law Day 1994, we thank five million Americans—give or
take a few—who all raised their right hands this past year and

They are jurors—the spark pligs of a 203-year-old engine of
social change—who embodied the conscience of a community
and determined justly and
fairly issues of safety and
security, life and death.

Point of View:
It’s a vital job in our soci-

ety—and one that hasn't changed considerably since the gover-
nors of ancient Athens asked males over the age of thirty to hear
the arguments of citizens involved in disputes.

While the physical settings and legal machinations of justice
have been refined the last twenty centu- _
ries, the essential role of community mem-
bers from all walks of life sitting in judg-
menthasnot been altered by the march of |
time. As it was in ancient Greece, a jury
keeps the ultimate power of society in the
hands of the people. With them rests the
ultimate challenge to be fair.

No single judge with one lifetime of
wisdomand experience cancompare with
the varied social and professional experi-
ences sik jurors bring into a courtroom. A
panel of jurors is truly a slice of our community. Their individual
experiences with the hard edges oflife, their desire to listen tothe
facts and be guided by collective wisdom, are attributes that only
a group of our neighbers can bring to the judicial process.

Who else could be better qualified to determine—aiter pru-
dent deliberation—if the most powerful corporation or most
influential citizen (no matter how many commas in one’s check-
book} acted justly?

Juries have been responsible for
remedying dangers of aulo safety,

implants, among other advances

Recentrhetoric has painted our neighbors who serve as jurors
as unknowing citizens who cannot grasp complex legal issues
and need to be hand-held by judges. Nothing could be further
from the truth. Critics have also consumed tons of newsprint and
barrels of ink to argue the jury system is a waste of time. As we
all know, justice hardly follows the pat thirfy-minute glimpse into
the legal system that reruns of the “People’s Court” serve up on
television. '

For those wﬁo lamely argue the jury trial is an oculdated,
threadbare relic of our past, would they prefer the jury system’s
predecessor—trial by fire?

Today, let’s remember the civil jury system is the bedrock of
our society and the most potent force for positive social change
ever invented. Jurors will always be the loudest voice for change
and safety—the collective conscience of our communities.

If it were not for the voice of jurors across the nation the last
few years, automobile gas tanks would still be exploding, vehicles
would be overturning, manufacturers would be putting asbestos
into building products, lead paint would be on the shelves,
flammabile cloth would be used in